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CCHHAANNGGEE      OOFF      SSTTAATTUUSS      TTOO  ““FF””  OORR  ““JJ””        
  

Prospective students interested in changing their current non-immigrant visa status to F or J may either  
(1) request a change of status from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) in the United States, or  
(2) apply for the F or J visa to a U.S. Consulate abroad (preferably in the home country).   

  

OOPPTTIIOONN  ((11))::  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  CChhaannggee  ooff  SSttaattuuss  ttoo  tthhee  UUSSCCIISS  ((iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess))  
  Only  individuals  holding  another  valid  eligible  non-immigrant  status  may  apply  for  change  of  status  (COS).  The  

COS  application  must  be  received  at  U.S.  Citizenship  and  Immigration  Services  (USCIS)  before  (and,  preferably,  
should  be  approved)  before  the  current  non-immigrant  status  expires.  

Only individuals holding another valid eligible non-immigrant status may apply for change of status (COS). The
COS application must be received at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) before (and, preferably,
should be approved) before the current non-immigrant status expires.

  The  application  is  adjudicated  by  the  USCIS  –  Vermont  Service  Center  (VSC).  The  decision  process  may  take  as  
long  as  six  months,  and  approval  is  not  guaranteed.    
The application is adjudicated by the USCIS – Vermont Service Center (VSC). The decision process may take as
long as six months, and approval is not guaranteed.

  An  approved  COS  application  grants  only  valid  F-1  status  and  not  the  F-1  visa  (stamp  in  your  passport).  If  
traveling  abroad  after  obtaining  the  COS  to  F-1,  students  will  have  to  obtain  the  F-1  visa  at  a  U.S.  
consulate  abroad  (preferably  in  the  home  country)  in  order  to  re-enter  the  U.S.  The  COS  approval  does  not  
guarantee  issuance  of  the  F-1  visa.    

An approved COS application grants only valid F-1 status and not the F-1 visa (stamp in your passport). If
traveling abroad after obtaining the COS to F-1, students will have to obtain the F-1 visa at a U.S.
consulate abroad (preferably in the home country) in order to re-enter the U.S. The COS approval does not
guarantee issuance of the F-1 visa.

  Leaving  the  U.S.  while  the  COS  application  is  pending  will  automatically  void  the  application  and  will  require  
applying  for  the  visa  at  the  U.S.  consulate  prior  to  returning  to  the  U.S.  
Leaving the U.S. while the COS application is pending will automatically void the application and will require
applying for the visa at the U.S. consulate prior to returning to the U.S.

  COS  applicants  –  except  B-1/B-2  tourists  and  F-2  dependents*  --  must  enroll  full-time  in  the  degree  program  as  
indicated  on  the  I-20  form.  Full-time  enrollment  for  F-1  status  is  defined  as:  
COS applicants – except B-1/B-2 tourists and F-2 dependents* -- must enroll full-time in the degree program as
indicated on the I-20 form. Full-time enrollment for F-1 status is defined as:

  at  least  12  credit  hours  per  academic  term  for  undergraduate  students  (BA,  BS,  BBA)    at least 12 credit hours per academic term for undergraduate students (BA, BS, BBA)
  at  least  9  graduate-level  credit  hours  for  graduate  students  (MS,  MA,  MBA,  PhD,  EdD).      at least 9 graduate-level credit hours for graduate students (MS, MA, MBA, PhD, EdD).

**IIff  yyoouu  aarree  ccuurrrreennttllyy  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..  aass  aa  BB--11//  BB--22  ((ttoouurriisstt))  oorr  FF--22  ((ddeeppeennddeenntt))  yyoouu  mmaayy  NOT  enroll  in  classes  until  NOT enroll in classes until
your  COS  to  F-1  is  approvedyour COS to F-1 is approved..    

  Students  who  are  fully  admitted  or  already  attending  FAU  must  make  an  appointment  with  an  ISSS  advisor  to  
review  the  application  process  and  verify  that  all  documents  are  in  order  before  mailing  the  COS  application.  
Students who are fully admitted or already attending FAU must make an appointment with an ISSS advisor to
review the application process and verify that all documents are in order before mailing the COS application.

  Students  who  are  working  with  an  Students who are working with an immigration  attorney  to  handle  their  COS  application  must  provide  a  copy  of  immigration attorney to handle their COS application must provide a copy of
the  USCIS  receipt  notice  and  final  approval  noticethe USCIS receipt notice and final approval notice  to  ISSS.    to ISSS.

IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  RREEMMIINNDDEERRSS::  
  

  Tuition:  Students  paying  in-state  tuition  fees  based  on  their  current  non-immigrant  status  will  be  required  to  pay  
out-of-state  tuition  as  of  the  start-date  listed  on  the  form  I-20/DS-2019.  
Tuition: Students paying in-state tuition fees based on their current non-immigrant status will be required to pay
out-of-state tuition as of the start-date listed on the form I-20/DS-2019.

  Employment:  On-campus  employment  eligibility  per  F-1  regulations  (including  graduate  assistantships)  will  
com ence  only  after  COS  to  F-1  is  approved  by  the  USCIS.    
Employment: On-campus employment eligibility per F-1 regulations (including graduate assistantships) will
commmence only after COS to F-1 is approved by the USCIS.

  Restrictions:  Certain  non-immigrant  categories  –  such  as  visa  waiver  visitors  (WB  or  WT  with  green  I-94  card),  
C  or  D  visa  holders  or  J  exchange  visitors  who  are  subject  to  212  (e)  –  are  not  eligible  to  apply  for  COS  to  F-1  in  
the  U.S.  and  must  travel  to  their  home  country  to  obtain  the  F-1  visa.  

Restrictions: Certain non-immigrant categories – such as visa waiver visitors (WB or WT with green I-94 card),
C or D visa holders or J exchange visitors who are subject to 212 (e) – are not eligible to apply for COS to F-1 in
the U.S. and must travel to their home country to obtain the F-1 visa.

  H-1  Visa  Holders:  Include  a  copy  of  the  visa  stamp  or  I-797  Notice  of  Action  and  proof  of  current  employment  
(such  as  a  payroll  slips  or  letter  from  the  employer).    
*  Please  note  that  the  COS  application  must  be  filed  with  USCIS  before  termination  of  H-1B  employment.    

H-1 Visa Holders: Include a copy of the visa stamp or I-797 Notice of Action and proof of current employment
(such as a payroll slips or letter from the employer).
* Please note that the COS application must be filed with USCIS before termination of H-1B employment.

  
OOPPTTIIOONN  ((22))::  TTrraavveell  aanndd  RRee--EEnnttrryy  ttoo  tthhee  UU..SS..  

  

  The  F/J  visa  stamp  can  only  be  obtained  at  a  U.S.  Consulate  abroad.  It  is  highly  recommended  to  apply  
for  the  F  or  J  visa  in  the  home  country.  Some  consulates  do  not  accept  visa  applications  from  third  
country  nationals.  Applying  at  a  consulate  outside  the  country  of  citizenship/permanent  residence  
increases  the  chance  of  visa  denial,  as  it  is  more  difficult  to  prove  ties  to  the  home  country  and  
nonimmigrant  intent.  

The F/J visa stamp can only be obtained at a U.S. Consulate abroad. It is highly recommended to apply
for the F or J visa in the home country. Some consulates do not accept visa applications from third
country nationals. Applying at a consulate outside the country of citizenship/permanent residence
increases the chance of visa denial, as it is more difficult to prove ties to the home country and
nonimmigrant intent.

  Contact  the  consulate  where  you  wish  to  apply  to  determine  visa  application  procedures,  wait  times,  and  
required  forms/fees.  
Contact the consulate where you wish to apply to determine visa application procedures, wait times, and
required forms/fees.

mailto:isss@fau.edu
http://www.fau.edu/isss


CChhaannggee  ooff  SSttaattuuss  wwhhiillee  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  CChheecckklliisstt  
  

______11..    FFoorrmm  II--2200  iissssuueedd  bbyy  FFAAUU  
AA..    NNEEWWLLYY--AADDMMIITTTTEEDD  SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS  mmuusstt  oobbttaaiinn  tthhee  II--2200  ffrroomm  UUnnddeerrggrraadduuaattee  AAddmmiissssiioonnss  oorr  tthhee  GGrraadduuaattee  
CCoolllleeggee..  
BB..    CCUURREENNTTLLYY  EENNRROOLLLLEEDD  SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS  mmuusstt  rreeqquueesstt  tthhee  II--2200  ffrroomm  IISSSSSS..  TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ddooccuummeennttss  
aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd::  
  aa..        IISSSSSS  DDooccuummeenntt  RReeqquueesstt  FFoorrmm  ((ttoo  rreeqquueesstt  tthhee  II--2200  ffoorr  cchhaannggee  ooff  ssttaattuuss))  

bb..        IISSSSSS   AAccaaddeemmiicc  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  FFoorrmm  ((ttoo  ccoonnffiirrmm  tthhee  eexxppeecctteedd  pprrooggrraamm  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ddaattee))  
cc..        PPrrooooff  ooff  FFuunnddss  ((ttoo  sshhooww  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  ffuunnddss  ffoorr  ttuuiittiioonn,,  ffeeeess,,  aanndd  aallll  ootthheerr  eexxppeennsseess  ffoorr  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnee  
aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr))..  FFuunnddiinngg  ddooccuummeennttss  MMUUSSTT  ((11))  bbee  iinn  EEnngglliisshh,,  ((22))  bbee  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  tthhee  UU..SS..  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp  
aanndd  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  SSeerrvviiccee  ((UUSSCCIISS)),,  aanndd  ((33))  ssppeecciiffyy  tthhee  ttoottaall  aammoouunntt  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  yyoouurr  eedduuccaattiioonn  ((iinn  
UUSS  ddoollllaarrss))..  AAcccceeppttaabbllee  ssoouurrcceess  ooff  ffuunnddiinngg  iinncclluuddee::    

((11))  ccuurrrreenntt  bbaannkk  lleetttteerr  iinn  ssttuuddeenntt’’ss  nnaammee  oorr  ssttaattiinngg  tthhaatt  aaccccoouunntt  hhoollddeerr  iiss  yyoouurr  ssppoonnssoorr  
((22))  oorriiggiinnaall  &&  ccuurrrreenntt  aassssiissttaannttsshhiipp  lleetttteerr  ffrroomm  aaccaaddeemmiicc  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ccoonnffiirrmmiinngg  ttoottaall  ffuunnddss          
            aawwaarrddeedd  ttoo  yyoouu  ((ttuuiittiioonn  wwaaiivveerr  aanndd  ssttiippeenndd))  
((33))  ccuurrrreenntt  sscchhoollaarrsshhiipp  lleetttteerr  ffrroomm  ssppoonnssoorriinngg  aaggeennccyy  oorr  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  

                ((44))  ooffffiicciiaall  aanndd  ccuurrrreenntt  lleetttteerr  vveerriiffyyiinngg  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  llooaann  aawwaarrddeedd  ttoo  yyoouu..  
dd..        PPrrooooff  ooff  MMeeddiiccaall  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoommpplliiaannccee  tthhrroouugghh  ppuurrcchhaassee  ooff  tthhee  FFAAUU  ––  aapppprroovveedd                          
iinnssuurraannccee  ppllaann  oorr  tthhrroouugghh  aa  ccoommpplleetteedd//aapppprroovveedd  AAlltteerrnnaattee  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoommpplliiaannccee  FFoorrmm  ccoonnffiirrmmiinngg  tthhaatt  
tthhee  aalltteerrnnaattee  ppllaann  mmeeeettss  FFAAUU  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss..  
  

______22..      PPrrooooff  ooff  FFuunnddss  ((aass  ddiissccuusssseedd  iinn  ##11bb  aabboovvee))..  
  

______33..      FFoorrmm  II--553399  ––  DDoowwnnllooaadd,,  ccoommpplleettee  aanndd  ssiiggnn  tthhee  II--553399  ffoorrmm  ffrroomm  tthhee  IISSSSSS  wweebb  ssiittee  aatt  www.fau.edu/issswww.fau.edu/isss  oorr  ffrroomm  
tthhee  UUSSCCIISS  wweebb  ssiittee  aatt  http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-539.pdfhttp://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-539.pdf  

  

______44..      AApppplliiccaattiioonn  CCoovveerr  LLeetttteerr  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  ““UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp  aanndd  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess””  aanndd  iinncclluuddiinngg  
ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn::  
aa..      EExxppllaannaattiioonn//rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  aappppllyyiinngg  ttoo  CCOOSS  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  ttrraavveelliinngg  aabbrrooaadd  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  tthhee  FF--11  vviissaa  ffrroomm  aa  UU..SS..  

CCoonnssuullaattee  
bb..      IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  mmoosstt  rreecceenntt  eennttrryy  iinnttoo  tthhee  UU..SS..  ((ii..ee..,,  ddaattee,,  vviissaa  ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn))  
cc..      IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo  FFAAUU  ((ii..ee..,,  ddaattee  ooff  aapppplliiccaattiioonn,,  ddaattee  ooff  aacccceeppttaannccee,,  ddaattee  ooff  II--2200  iissssuuaannccee,,  

rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  cchhoooossiinngg  yyoouurr  pprrooggrraamm  ooff  ssttuuddyy  aatt  FFAAUU,,  eettcc..))  
    

______55..      NNoonn--RReeffuunnddaabbllee  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  FFeeee  (($$229900))..  OObbttaaiinn  MMoonneeyy  OOrrddeerr  oorr  CCaasshhiieerr''ss  CChheecckk  ppaayyaabbllee  ttoo  ""UU..SS..  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp  
aanndd  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  SSeerrvviiccee""..    TThhiiss  iiss  aa  NNOONN--RREEFFUUNNDDAABBLLEE  ffeeee..  

  

______66..      PPhhoottooccooppiieess  ooff  yyoouurr  ppaassssppoorrtt  ((aanndd  yyoouurr  ddeeppeennddeenntt''ss  ppaassssppoorrtt,,  iiff  aapppplliiccaabbllee))  --  MMuusstt  iinncclluuddee  ((11))  ccooppyy  ooff  
iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ppaaggee,,  ((22))  ccooppyy  ooff  ppaassssppoorrtt  eexxppiirraattiioonn  ppaaggee,,  aanndd  ((33))  ccooppyy  ooff  eennttrryy  vviissaa  uusseedd  aatt  llaasstt  eennttrryy  ttoo  tthhee  UU..SS..  

  

______77..      PPhhoottooccooppyy  ooff  yyoouurr  FFoorrmm  II--9944  ((ffrroonntt  aanndd  bbaacckk))..  
  

______88..      SSEEVVIISS  FFEEEE  (($$220000))  ––  ttoo  bbee  ppaaiidd  aafftteerr  tthhee  II--2200  iiss  iissssuueedd  bbuutt  bbeeffoorree  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  rreeqquueesstt  ffoorr  CCOOSS..    CCooppyy  ooff  tthhee    
II----990011  rreecceeiipptt  mmuusstt  bbee  iinncclluuddeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn..  PPaayymmeenntt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  www.fmjfee.comwww.fmjfee.com..    

  

MMaaiilliinngg  AAddddrreessss  
  

BBeeffoorree  mmaaiilliinngg  tthhee  CCOOSS  aapppplliiccaattiioonn,,  mmaakkee  ttwwoo  sseettss  ooff  pphhoottooccooppiieess  ooff  tthhee  ccoommpplleettee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ppaacckkeett  ffoorr  ((11))  yyoouurr  
ppeerrssoonnaall  rreeccoorrdd--kkeeeeppiinngg  aanndd  ((22))  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ffiillee  aatt  IISSSSSS..      
MMaaiill  tthhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo::    
  
FFoorr  UU..SS..  PPoossttaall  SSeerrvviiccee                                                                                                                                                                FFoorr  EExxpprreessss  mmaaiill  aanndd  ccoouurriieerr  ddeelliivveerriieess  
(Including US Postal Service Express mail):                                               (e.g. UPS, Fed Ex, DHL, etc): 
USCIS                                                                                                             USCIS 
P.O. Box 660166                                                                                            ATTN: I-539 
Dallas, TX 75266                                                                                           2501 S. State Highway 121 Business 
                                                                                                                       Suite 400 
                                                                                                                       Lewisville, TX 75067 
FFAAUU--IISSSSSS  ((ccrreeaatteedd  22--22000099))  ((rreevviisseedd  88--22001100))  

http://www.fau.edu/isss
http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-539.pdf
http://www.fmjfee.com/

