WAC Committee Meeting Minutes 1/22/09
Present: Jeff Galin, Matthew Bardowell, Dan Murtaugh, Lynne Hahn, Joe Su, Julia Mason, Jamie Cunningham, Deborah Raines, Ellen Ryan, Allen Smith, Gail Wisan.

NEXT WAC COMMITTEE MEETING: March 2009
1) WAC Three-Year Strategic Plan:

· Jeff Galin (JG) asks the committee to determine a set of goals for WAC to accomplish in the next three years in keeping with the priorities laid out by the University in its three-year strategic plan.
· The committee makes the following suggestions as to what our goals should be:
· That we use the assessment project and the WAC rubric to implement a university-wide assessment project that can be conducted within specific departments.
· Jamie Cunningham (JC) suggests that WAC’s primary goal be to declare FAU as Florida’s #1 Writing University.  The committee offered the following reasons for why this is a plausible goal:

· The WAC program already does a great deal to support writing across the university. Arguably, more than any other state university in Florida.
· FAU already has a strong composition program.

· FAU also has a strong MFA program.

· The committee agrees that presenting FAU as Florida’s #1 writing University should be WAC’s primary objective in the next three years.
·  The committee then discussed what the WAC program would need to do to achieve this status. The committee suggested the following things:
· Continue to provide writing support for teachers.

· Discuss the results of the assessment project with colleagues around the University. Receive feedback.

· Provide discipline specific writing support.

· Convert more core undergraduate courses to WAC courses.

· Provide graduate level support (collaborate with the Center for Teaching and Learning).

· Shift the program away from being exclusively service oriented. Produce a publication or arrange a conference.

· Structure our website so that it becomes a resource for other universities and organizations seeking writing support. Additionally, we should create more of a student oriented set of links to explain WAC and WAC designated courses.

· Work on projects and articles that involve WAC.

· Develop a PR package to draw national attention.

· Decentralize WAC to provide consistent, department specific support for teachers.

· Promote WAC among students.

· Institute a “Writing Week” during which the entire University emphasizes writing.

· Increase UCEW presence in dorms and across campuses.

· Discuss WAC Assessment Rubric

· Gail Wisan (GW) asks the committee about our use of the term “voice” in our rubric. As the committee discussed the intention behind the term, they decided that it may, potentially be misleading. The committee decides to change this term to “style.”

· As a result, the committee decided to replace “disciplinary style” with “disciplinary conventions.”

· The committee then discussed whether the concept of genre ought to be represented. The committee decided that it should be represented and a new component was added to the “disciplinary conventions” trait.
· JG requested a statement that would appear at the beginning of the document that would explain the type of paper this rubric is designed to evaluate.

· This following statement was added to the rubric:

· This rubric evaluates substantial, argument-driven, out-of-class papers. Typically such papers develop a thesis in which students build a case for a particular analysis, interpretation, or evaluation of data/readings that leads to recommendations or specific conclusions. 

· The committee also decided that we should add a request for the student to report the length of the paper they plan to submit in the student survey.
