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What greater praise can I give you than to call you green?  Green, rooted in light, shining like the sun that pours riches on the wheeling earth; incomprehensible green, divinely mysterious green, comforting arms of divine green protecting us in their powerful circle.  And yet, lady, you are more than even the noblest green, for you glow red as breaking dawn, you shine white as the incandescent sun. Splendid virgin, none of our physical senses can explain or comprehend you.


Hildegard of Bingen (twelfth century), praisesong to the Virgin Mary.

In numerous venues, an end-of-the-world narrative prevails: dire scientific warnings about global warming, species extinction and pollution; religious visions predicting the end of the world; globalization leading to a unprecedented gap between the minority wealthy and the majority impoverished; a popular culture steeped in eroticized violence; and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  In response, a variety of thinkers and artists, literary and visual, urge an expansion beyond short-term vision and memory, and the generation of a new awareness, albeit one with ancient roots, respecting the interconnectedness and inherent value of all forms of life and the exigencies of nature, and demanding respect for the feminine principle – as it exists in nature and in women and men.  This class introduces the exploration of this emerging green consciousness in various cultural venues (spirituality, philosophy, literature, and popular culture).  We also will be looking at some relevant artwork, songs, and fictions – both film and literature.  

This is a 6000 word, Gordon Rule, writing intensive class and is premised upon the idea that writing is a way to stimulate and develop your thinking processes.  You will be asked to perform a number of varied writing assignments, some more formal than others.  You also will write a self-evaluation of your progress in writing and critical thinking skills at mid-semester and at the end of the semester.

Writing Assignments:

· (Ungraded) Throughout the semester, you will keep an informal journal.  In this you will offer responses to the readings and class discussions.  Make sure you engage in critical dialogue with the readings.  Suspend your judgment on the ideas, identify and then question the assumptions of the author, imagine alternative views or answers, pose unanswerable questions.  You also engage in your journal with images, poems, song lyrics, and dreams while commenting on the ways that these relate to class materials.  These musings can directly feed into the essay exam, the scrapbook assignment, and your final paper.  Regularly, the class will break up into small groups and you will share an individual entry with your group.   I will look over the journals, but this is an ungraded assignment.  You will share these with other students in the class in a small group session, where you can give feedback to each other.  Write at least 7 pages total.

· Reflection paper, 2-3 pp.  This paper can be imagined as an excerpt from a “green autobiography.”  It explores the connections between course materials and your individual life or psyche.   Write an essay recalling your experiences in interacting with natural places and wild animals when you were a child.  What is the state of those feelings now?  How do you interact with the non-human environment in your life as an adult?  This assignment is intended to allow you to express ideas in your own voice and assimilate new ideas by exploring them in a way that relates directly to your life (10%). 

· The purpose of this assignment is to give you practice in making a clear thesis statement, and organizing supporting materials and arguments, and taking a series of small, but related, writing steps to “grow” your ideas, resulting in a final 5-6 essay in response to a question I pose (see examples on the sheet attached).  You will work up to this project in a series of smaller assignments. First, you will turn in a 1-page proposal, giving a thesis statement and several paragraphs describing the scope of your inquiry, as well as an initial bibliography of the books and articles from class that you are using as well as two outside sources.  You will get this back from me with comments and suggestions for revision (5%).  Second, you will write a response paper (3 pages) to a class book or article that you are going to use as a principle source for your midterm essay.  This response paper will summarize the author’s main points, point to any particularly beneficial aspects of this reading, present any flaws or inconsistencies you find in the arguments, and relate the work to the topic you are considering.  This allows you to critically engage with an author’s idea, and makes sure that you can read synthetically and identify central concerns and arguments (10%).  You will then turn in a draft of the essay for my comments and to use in a small group session in the class to obtain peer feedback.  Then, taking all of these into consideration, undertake a further revision of the paper before handing it in (25%)  (10 pages total)

· Scrapbook Assignment. The purpose of this assignment is that you become “literate” in reading or decoding the symbolic messages that pervade everyday popular culture.  Choose three entries that are related in some way our general theme of green consciousness – e.g., an advertisement for an S.U.V., a song that deals with an environmental issue, e.g., “Big Yellow Taxi” by Joni Mitchell, a film such as The Matrix, an action figure or other toy.  Write one page of commentary on each item, examining the often multiple and sometimes contradictory messages about environmental concerns that are communicated.  To prepare for this assignment, we will devote class time to “show and tell” sessions where each student introduces one item and solicits group comment on it. 15% (3 pages total)

· You will complete a take-home essay exam (5 pp.), answering one comprehensive question from several possibilities (see attached sheet).  The purpose of this assignment is to further your direct engagement with the class readings, to apply your critical thinking skills in evaluating and interpreting them, and to allow you to practice reading them synthetically, in relation to each other (35%).

· At mid-semester and at the end of the term, you will write a self-evaluation of your writing and critical thinking skills, problems you have encountered, how you have dealt with them, and progress you have made.  See attached sheet for more details on how to compose this. (1-2 pp.)

You will keep all of your writing in a portfolio, a file folder, and submit your past writing with new papers so that we both can keep track of your progress.  At the end of the semester you will turn in two copies of your portfolio.  

Grading Criteria:

In assigning your grade, I ask myself the following set of questions:

1. Does the work respond to the specific assignment and actually answer the particular question or problem posed?

2. If a research paper, does it have a clearly stated thesis and adequate supporting material?  If the answer to a take-home essay exam, does it make ample use of relevant class readings and materials?
3. Is the paper or exam free from long (or even short) quotations and summaries that remain unanalyzed and are not put into context?  Is there a clear flow of ideas in the writing?
4. Is the paper free from basic grammatical and sentence structure errors?

If the answer to any of these questions is a “no,” the paper cannot receive higher than a C+ or its numerical equivalent.  More than one “no” results in a lower grade.

The other factors I consider in grading include:

1. Is the paper thoughtful and original?

2. Is it appropriately complex and interesting in its approach to the topic?

3. Is it well organized?  Does it have a point and stick to it?  Are there transitions and good flow among the ideas?  Is it “finished,” like a poem or work of art can be if it is good?  In other words, does it come to a full conclusion or does it simply stop?  

4. Is there a lively, intelligent, interesting and thoughtful voice informing the writing?
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Weekly Class Schedule:

Week One: Introduction to class ideas.  

Readings:  Bingen, H. (1985). Illuminations of Hildegard of Bingen. Santa Fe: Bear and Co. 

Wall, Derek.  (1994).  Green History: A Reader in Environmental Literature, Philosophy, and Politics.  New York: Routledge.  (Introduction only) 

LaDuke, Winona. A society based on conquest cannot be sustained: Native peoples and the environmental crisis. In Toxic struggles:98-106.

Caputi, “Sexuality, Religion, and Nature”
Week 2:  Hogan, Dwellings.  Small groups to discuss a journal entry and approaches to the “green autobiography” assignment.

Week 3:  This Sacred Earth, pp. 3-49, 63-70, 182-193.  Small group to discuss and proposal for first essay.  Reflection paper –“green autobiography” due.

Week 4:  This Sacred Earth, pp. 322-368; 382-385.  Discuss possibilities for scrapbook assignment.  Proposal for first essay due
Week 5:  This Sacred Earth, pp. 532-536; 634-635.  Caputi, “Dirt.”  Bagemihl, B. (1999). Biological Exuberance: Animal Homosexuality and Natural Diversity. New York, St. Martin's Press, pp. 214-262. Environmental Justice concerns. View and discuss Life and Debt.  First scrapbook entry due.  Proposals returned with comments and suggestions for revision.  
Week 6:  Hogan, Power.  Response paper due.  Turn in with your revised proposal.
Week 7.  Small group meetings on journals and scrapbooks; in these you will share some of your writing with each other to obtain peer feedback.  Second Scrapbook entry due.  Response papers returned with suggestions for revision.  All students must prepare the mid-semester self-evaluation and schedule a meeting with me to discuss it.

Week 8:  Living by the Word.  Class discussion and sharing of student response papers as well as any matters related to the writing of the first essay.  First draft of essay due.
Week 9:  Living by the Word
Bagemihl, B. (1999). Biological Exuberance, pp. 214-262. First draft returned with comments.  Small group meeting to discuss first draft and obtain peer feedback.
Week 11: Biopiracy.  Essay due.  


Week 12:  The Heart of Understanding.  Take-home essay exam handed out.
Week 13:  Continue discussion of the Heart of Understanding.  Take-home essay due.
Week 14:  Discuss Parable of the Sower.    Final scrapbook entry due.  
Week 15: Turn in your portfolio including a “cover letter” that describes in detail the contents of the portfolio and the kinds of tasks that you performed in composing its contents.  Evaluate your progress in the course, and set goals for further progress, building on what you have done it.

Sample questions for midterm essay:

Answer one of the following questions.  Suggested length 5-6 pages.

1. Roger Gottlieb suggests that people’s response to the environment (and the environmental crisis that he describes) is necessarily, in the broadest sense of the term, a “spiritual one” with concerns for the “soul”  (p. 11).   Give some attention to what “spiritual” and “soul” mean in this context and evaluate the truth and significance of this statement.  

2. William Cronon asks his readers to consider the multiple ways that the word nature is defined and he challenges us to recognize the ways that these represent, paradoxically enough, “cultural constructions.”  First of all, give some attention to outlining his arguments.  Then, go to some of the authors we have read and discern the ways that they are using the concept of nature (and the metaphors and synonyms they rely on to speak of nature).  What do you think of Cronon’s contention?  Do an exercise similar to the one Cronon did, analyzing the messages he finds about nature in a particular place (like a stretch of A1A, Disneyworld, Gumbo Limbo, Butterfly World, Lion Safari Kingdom, the FAU campus).  Or, do an exercise similar to the one that Paula Gunn Allen suggests, talking to a tree.”   Report back on what you found out about the meaning of nature.

Take-Home Final:

Many of the authors we have read propose various elements of what would be a green or environmental ethic.  Please offer your thoughts on the meaning and shape of such an ethic.  Draw from a wide range of sources in the readings and take into account the various contributions of environmentalist, religious, ecofeminist, and environmental justice perspectives.

Midterm Conferences
During your mid-semester meeting, I would like to hear you talk in detail about how you feel your reading and writing practices have changed during the course so far. That is, we will discuss where you were as a reader and writer when you entered this course, where you are now, and where you would like to end up. 

To prepare for these conferences, please read through all of the work you've done for this class, including all of the drafts of the papers you have written. Write a description (about a page) on how you think your papers thus far show your capacities as a critical reader, thinker, and writer.   Quote passages from what you have written.  Show problems and how you have corrected them. Show ways that you have ably demonstrated these skills and your growth. Are you happy with your performance in class and what you have been learning? Would you like to see yourself do more? Are you capable of more? These notes will provide the basis for the discussion that we have in conference. When you come to the conference, please bring both the writing you've done evaluating your written performance, the written evaluation of your class performance, and your class portfolio. This folder or notebook should include everything you've done this term.

The last thing I'd like you to do is to think about how the class has been going. Please jot down on a separate sheet of paper whatever ideas you have about things you would like to see more of, less of, done differently, or remain the same. Jot down any questions that come to mind that you'd like to see the class discuss. Don't put your name on these. I'll just ask you to toss them in a pile on Tuesday. I'll collect all of these statements and questions and offer them up for class discussion. 

Requirements for End of Term Self-Evaluation

Please type, 1-2 pp.  The purpose of this self-evaluation is to get you to reflect critically on all the work you have done this semester and to present your best work for the term. It should include the following: 

· a description of what you have accomplished this semester, highlighting your successes and quoting from your work; 

· an explanation of why you have chosen the papers you have chosen to represent your work for the quarter; 

· references to your midterm conference in which you discussed the goals you still needed to accomplish for the quarter (make sure to describe what you have accomplished and what you still need to work on); 

· point out what you want me, as your reader, to pay attention to as I read your portfolio; and 
· Any other comments or discussion that you think is important as a final statement for the term.
