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Course Description: 

This course will provide students from all disciplines with a feminist centered introduction to the study of women and gender issues in US society. A central objective of the course is its writing focus, which will fulfill Gordon Rule requirements for 6000 words. This course will also provide class participants with a better understanding of their own experiences as men and women whose lives are structured within a particular historical period and social environment. There is compelling evidence to show that the categories of “woman” and “man” are social constructions as are much of the differences in other lived experiences based on race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and class, etc. Much of the course will therefore explore the nature of these constructions, the ways in which they are shaped by group memberships and institutional patterns, and ways in which they are subject to change. 

Class participants will explore a broad range of topics in the field of Women's Studies. These include feminist theoretical perspectives, understanding sex/gender differences, identities and social location, crime and criminalization of women, sexuality, families, households, and personal relationships, women and the military, violence and social control, health, globalization, women and work, and political activism.

As we are dealing with issues of women and gender and how these are constructed and experienced in contemporary society, it means that we are likely to explore sensitive issues such as heterosexuality, gays, lesbians, and bisexuality, racism, and “white privilege.” Some of the ideas presented may challenge ideas and beliefs that you hold strong feelings about. While it is understood that at times you may feel discomfort, it is expected that you will be able to address these issues in an academic manner that draws on the development of your critical thinking skills through discussion, writing, and revision. The issue will not be whether the material you are addressing is right or wrong, but about how you question assumptions, how you explore alternative ways of thinking, and how you learn to develop a clearer sense of thinking, reading, and writing objectively. In doing this, you will be in a position to evaluate who is privileged and disadvantaged in the social construction of gender relations in different contexts and how challenges to gender hierarchies are changing in US Society. 

It is my hope that the course will attract a diverse body of students from various disciplinary and professional backgrounds and that we will all be enriched about the subject by bringing different perspectives, skills, and experiences into the course. 

Course Format:

This is a writing intensive class (6000 words). Writing is a way to stimulate and develop your critical thinking skills and to communicate the results of active engagement in that process. In the process of writing and revising your written assignments, you will be able to generate interesting ideas and fundamental questions, as well as learn to support your arguments with informed reasons and sound evidence. 

Course material will be presented through a combination of lectures, visual materials, open class and small group discussions, guest lectures, and a novel. The lectures will focus on defining key concepts and theories while also providing coherence to the multiple themes we will examine. All class participants are expected to engage in class discussions and in a critical analysis of the materials through a series of writing assignments. The assignments will focus on writing and revision of one mid-term take home exam, one book review, two response papers, and a research paper. I will have at least one individual conference to discuss progress in writing with all class participants. Peer evaluation will be a component of the revision process. All assignments, including revisions are geared towards preparation of your final portfolio. In addition to your research paper, the mid-term take home exam and book review will be revised and submitted in your final portfolio. 

Required Readings:
Dorothy Allison, Bastard Out of Carolina, Plume Books, 1992.

Gwyn Kirk and Margo Okazawa-Rey, Women’s Lives: Multicultural

 Perspectives,Mayfield Publishing Co. 2001.

Carole R. Mcann and Seung-Kyung Kim, (eds.), Feminist Theory 

Reader: Local and Global Perspectives, Routledge, 2003.

Course Requirements:
The following are the requirements for the course. First, there are the standard expectations such as attending all classes, doing all readings before class, and facilitating discussions as part of a team effort when assigned to do so. Class participants are also expected to participate actively in class discussions and to take responsibility for completing all writing assignments, including the three response papers, the research paper in all draft forms, the book review, a mid-term take home exam and all required revisions. These will all form part of the final portfolio which will be submitted for grading at the end of the course.

1. Class Attendance:
All class participants are expected to attend class on time and will be closely monitored. You will be asked to sign an attendance sheet each class period. If you are absent more than 2 class periods without a verifiable letter of excuse, you will lose 1 point per missed class. If absences become excessive (six or more) this could result in a failure for the course. It is each student's responsibility to sign the class roll when it is passed round. If you are three times late for class, it will count as one missed day. If you know that you are likely to be absent or late (and this can only happen in exceptional circumstances), please let me know ahead of time. If you have a paper due, make sure it is submitted on that day or ask someone to turn it in for you. If a paper is turned in late, it will not receive full credit unless under very exceptional circumstances that must be verified and approved by me.

2. Exams:

There will be one mid-term take home exam. This is an essay exam where you will be required to answer two questions of 750 words each from a choice of at least five questions drawn from readings and discussions covered up to the mid-point of the semester. A review will be conducted prior to the exam and exam review questions, from which the final questions will be selected, will be handed out to assist your preparation. Class participants are responsible for all materials from class lectures, films, guest lectures, assigned readings, etc. I will also show a film on what is expected in a take home essay exam.  The purpose of this exam is to evaluate your understanding and engagement with assigned readings and class discussions over the course of the semester. It is also a way for you to apply the critical thinking skills you have developed in the writing process. 

 Exam questions will be graded according to the following criteria: (1) outline of the answer (2) a clear thesis statement that addresses the question (3) Is the thesis supported with strong arguments and use of significant details? (4) Is there a conclusion to the question? Does it pull together the main arguments and show how the essay has supported the thesis statement? (5) Is the answer easy for the reader to follow? (6) Is the thinking behind the answer interesting and original? If these criteria are not followed, the paper will not receive a grade higher than C+. 

As this is a writing intensive course, I will hold individual consultation with all class participants to discuss their essay exam. They will explain what they understood the question to mean and how they tried to answer the question. They will also explain what aspects of the exam they found difficult. They will receive specific instructions for revising the exam. The revised essay exam will constitute part of their final grade for the mid-term exam. This written exam will constitute 20% of the final grade (first draft=15% and second draft=5%.)

3. Book Review

Drawing on what has been learned about preparing a book review from the group project, each class participant will write a 750-word review of Bastard Out of Carolina.  The purpose is to allow each person to communicate the results of her or his own original and critical thinking through writing, about issues raised by the author. At least two drafts of the review should be prepared, each of which will be read and commented by group members during assigned class time, followed by my comments. This piece of work will be kept in the final portfolio, which contains every piece of writing done for the course. Grading will be based on the following: clarity of expression, content, organization, originality, and depth of analysis. Grading will also take into account correct spelling and proper formal grammar. The book review will constitute 15% of your final grade (first draft= 10% and second draft =5%.)

4. Response Papers

Each class participant is required to write two 500-word response papers for any three topics covered in the readings and class discussions over the course of the semester. The purpose of these papers is to explore the connections between the conceptual and theoretical issues raised in the readings for a particular topic as applied to your own individual experiences and perspective/s on the issues. Each week, I will pose a question or debate relating to the week’s topic that you will use as the basis for your response paper. In order to accomplish this exercise, you should briefly summarize the key connecting points addressed by each author and interrogate the readings by asking the following questions: 

1. What are the similarities and differences in the arguments posed?

2. Why do you agree/disagree with the positions taken by the authors?

3. What other information might be important to know before making any judgement on the conclusions drawn?

4. What other conclusions are possible to draw from the same information drawing on your own knowledge or life experiences?

5. How do these readings contribute to understanding some aspects of your own life experiences?
In general, response papers will be graded on how well the readings for each selected topic are understood and analyzed. Papers will be graded for clarity of expression, content, organization, originality, and depth of analysis. Grading will also take into account correct spelling and proper formal grammar. Each response paper will be developed in the form of at least two drafts, which will be submitted to me for comments, peer evaluation and further revision. The purpose of this exercise is to help you develop your analytical and writing skills, to identify the types of problems you are likely to encounter in writing and what steps you have to take to address these as you prepare to write your final research paper. The Response papers will constitute 20% of your final grade (each first draft= 5% and each second draft =5% )

5. Class Participation:

Individual class participation is an essential component of this course and I would like to see each class participant fully engaged in class discussions, group projects, and peer evaluations. Participation will enable you to try out your ideas in a group format and to think about and relate the various concepts and theories to lived experiences discussed in the texts and drawn from your own experiences. Participation in class discussions will also enable you to develop the ability to analyze in depth each other’s writing and to strengthen your own analytical and writing skills from that process.  Class participation will comprise 10% of your final grade. 

6. Research Paper:

Each class participant will write a 2750 word paper (including the bibliography,) which should be typed, double-spaced, and properly referenced (I will provide guidelines for referencing papers and arrange for a tour of the library on how to use library resources, including on-line searches of data bases). The topic will be on a feminist issue or debate of your choice. In the 4th week of class, I will require a one-page proposal that should address the following questions:


1. What is the problem you wish to address in your research?


2. Why is this an interesting or significant feminist issue?

3. How much thinking have you done so far about the subject? What do you hope to discover? What do you think your argument is going to be?

4. Provide a bibliography of at least 5 books or articles that are relevant to the subject (no internet sources allowed)

Each proposal will be peer reviewed followed by my comments. I will require a revision and resubmission of the proposal one week after receipt of the comments. In the 8th week of class, a first draft of the paper is required. This draft will be revised at least a couple more times. Each draft will be kept in your portfolio of every piece of writing you have done during the course. Each student will meet with me during office hours at least once during the development of this research paper. It is expected that the process of writing and revising the book review and response papers along with peer review of all written assignments will strengthen each person’s critical thinking and writing skills and show the progress you have made throughout the semester.

 These are the guidelines I will follow in evaluating your paper:


 (1) Outline of the problem

 (2) A clear thesis statement that addresses the question

(3) Is the thesis supported with strong arguments and use of significant details?

 (4) Is there a conclusion to the question? 

(5) Is the answer easy for the reader to follow?

 (6) Is the thinking behind the answer interesting and original?

 If these criteria are not followed, the paper will not receive a grade higher than C+. The Research Paper will constitute 25% of your final grade 

1. Proposal



5%


2. Peer Review of Proposal

5%


3. First Draft



10%


4. Second Draft


5%

Please Note: Please make sure that you do not plagiarize anyone’s work as this would be considered as theft and result in a failure for your paper or even the course.

7. Self Evaluation:

At the mid-point of the semester, you will write a self –evaluation that outlines how you have progressed in the development of your writing and critical thinking skills. You will also include what you like most about what the work you’ve done so far, problems you have encountered, gaps in your knowledge, what steps you have made to address these problems, your plans to accomplish a good grade at the end of the semester. 
8. Final Portfolio:
As this is a writing intensive class, all written assignments for the class must be kept in an organized manner in a folder to be submitted for evaluation at the end of the course. When you are ready to submit your portfolio, you should prepare a cover letter that introduces your work, what you like about it, what problems you encountered most, and what you have done to address those problems in terms of revisions throughout the semester. Along with the various drafts of work you have done throughout the semester, your portfolio should include your choice of one response paper, your book review, your research paper and your self- evaluation, all in final revised form. As one copy of your portfolio will be submitted to the Writing Across the Curriculum committee for evaluation, you will be required to submit two portfolios at the last meeting of the course. One copy will be returned to you for your records. 

Given the amount of progress you are expected to accomplish over the semester, 10% of your final grade will be based on your overall improvement across the semester. 

9. Feedback:
Class participants will be given the opportunity to evaluate the course during the mid-point of the session and at the end of the session. In addition, I am flexible and open to suggestions that will stimulate active class participation at any time and can be reached through e-mail, blackboard, and office hours. I must emphasize that I will read through all the drafts of your written assignments and be willing to discuss these and other course related matters with you at anytime over the course of the semester, beyond the one required office visit. 

10. Incompletes:
I do not give incompletes except under very unusual and verifiable circumstances that follow the university's guidelines regarding the possible granting of incompletes for non-academic reasons. A verifiable letter of excuse explaining the circumstances and endorsed by the relevant officer from the university's student affairs office will be required in such a situation.


11. Grading:


Grading will be based on the following criteria:


Research Paper



25&



Mid-Term Exam (first and final draft)
20%



Reaction Papers



20%



Book Review




15%


Improvement across the Semester

10%

Class Participation



10%


Total Grade




100%

Grade Scale: 100-93=A; 92-90=A-; 89-87=B+; 86-84=B; 83-80=B-; 79-77=C+; 76-74=C; 73-70= C-; 69-67= D+; 66-64=D; D- = 63-60; 59-0=F.

Class Schedule:
Week 1

Lecture 1
Introduction, Outline of Course Objectives, Assignment of Tasks, Introduction of Basic Concepts.

What is Women’s Studies? What is Gender Studies?

Readings:

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Introduction, pp. 1-6




Feminist Theory Reader, Introduction, pp. 12-21

Film: “How to Write a Take Home Essay Exam”

(Watch the film carefully and take notes. Write two questions you have on it and we will discuss it in the next class)

Lecture 2

What is Feminist Theory?

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapt. 1, pp. 16-48

Feminist Theory Reader, Chapt. 2 

(Class discussion on “How to Write a Take Home Essay Exam”. Remember to bring your two questions)

Week 2

Lecture 3

Film: “Some American Feminists” (VH 2438-56 

Mins.)

Lecture 4

What is Feminist Activism?

Readings:

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Readings,78, 79, 81.
Week 3

Lecture 5

Identities and Social Locations

Readings:
Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapt. 2, pp. 49-58

Film: “Japanese American Women” 

(VH 3172-28 Mins.)




(Response Paper 1 Topic)

Lecture 6 

Identities and Social Locations

Readings:




Feminist Theory Reader, Chapt. 15, 17 



Response Paper 1 Due
Week 4

Lecture 7&8             Men and Women: What’s the Difference?

Readings:




Renzetti and Currans (Course Packet)





Films: “Boy or Girl” (15 Mins.)


(1st Draft of Response Paper Returned. Peer Discussion on Response Paper)

Week 5

Lecture 9

Women’s Sexuality

Readings:

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, readings 23, 25

Lecture 10

(Research Paper 1- page proposal due)

(Class Discussion on Research Proposals and how to write a good research paper and book review)


Week 6

Lecture 11

Women, Crime, and Criminalization

Readings:

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapter 10, pp. 413-424 and readings 60, 62 

(2nd Draft of Response Paper 1 Due)
Lecture 12

Violence Against Women




Readings:




Feminist Theory Reader, Chapt. 14

Guest Speaker: AVDA (Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse)
(Return Proposal and Schedule Individual Meetings)




(Response Paper 2 Due)

Week 7

Relationships, Families, Households

Lecture 13

Readings: 




Women’s Lives, Multicultural Perpsectives, Chapt. 7, 




(Return 2nd Draft of Response Paper 1)

Lecture 14

Group Preparation of Bastard Out of Carolina




(Discussion Questions handed out)

Week 8

Lecture 15

Women’s Health

Readings:

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Readings 32, 34




Feminist Theory Reader, Chapt. 10

(1st Draft of Response Paper 2 Due. Peer Discussion of Response Paper)

Lecture 16
Film: “ The Life of Sarah Baartmann: Hottentot Venus”

Mid-Term Take –Home Exam Handed Out

Week 9

School Break
Week 10

Women and Work in the U.S.

Lecture 17

Readings:




Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapt. 8



(Mid-Term Exam Returned))

(1st Draft of Response Paper 2 Returned)

Lecture 18                  (1st Draft of Book Review Due. Peer

Discussion on Book Review)

Week 11

Living in a Global Economy

Lecture 19

Readings:

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapt. 7, pp. 264-278

Lecture 20
 
Film: “ Global Assembly Line” (VH-60 Mins.)



(2nd Draft of Response Paper 2 Due)

Week 12

Women and the Military
Lectures 

Readings:
21&22

 

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapt. 

11, pp. 465-490

(1st Draft of Research Paper Due) 
(2nd Draft of Response Paper 2 Returned)

Feminist Theory Reader, Chapt. 23


Film: “Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo”

Week 13



Lecture 23

Group Preparation of Bastard Out of Carolina

(1st Draft of Research Paper Returned. Schedule Meeting to Discuss Paper)

Lecture 24
Group Led Presentations on Bastard Out of Carolina

(2nd Draft of Book Review Due)

Week 14
Political Activism

Lecture 

Readings:

25&26

Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives, Chapt. 13, pp. 533-558 




Feminist Theory Reader, Chapts. 9, 13




Film: “ A Place of Rage”




(2nd Draft of Book Review Returned)
Week 15


Lecture 

(2nd Draft of Research Paper Due)

27&28
This week assigned to revise Research Paper


and prepare portfolio





Exam Week Turn in your portfolio. 

Your portfolio should include a cover letter that introduces your work, what you like about it, what problems you encountered most, and what you have done to address those problems in terms of revisions throughout the semester. Your portfolio should also include your two response papers, your book review, your research paper and your self- evaluation. All materials should be in final revised form.

