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Syllabus for Psychology 2932: 
Writing in Psychology and the Behavioral Sciences
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Psychology 2932 is intended to help students to write more fluidly and clearly.
To some extent, clear writing requires clear thinking, and so our discussion in this course should help us to think more clearly about psychology.  Writing (both in and out of class), reading, discussion, and peer review are the primary methods we will use to achieve these goals.  A substantial portion of student work will be an iterative (draft, revise, resubmit) process, under the guidance of the instructor. 
Instructor
Dr. Kevin Lanning (lanning@fau.edu). My office is WB 220; office hours are TBA. 
Requirements and proposed schedule
In our first meeting, we'll read a very short article and students will work collaboratively in small groups on an abstract or brief summary of the article.

In each of our next six meetings, students will be expected to turn in a typewritten, double-spaced summary of the assigned reading. Typically, this will be a single article chosen by a student and taken from the 2005 or 2006 volumes of Current Directions in Psychological Science, which can be found online.  These short papers will typically be 1 - 2 pages long. Students should bring 3 copies of the assignment, i.e., one copy for me, and one for each of two other students.  In class, students will review each others work, using a peer review form.   
During the eighth and ninth weeks of the class, students will meet individually with the instructor to discuss these brief papers and reviews.  Each student will write a one page self-evaluation which will address her or his perceived strengths as well as weaknesses, and which will articulate one or more goals for the remainder of the term.

During the tenth week of the term, each student will present a one-page proposal for a brief term paper, which should be either (a) an elaboration of one of the initial short papers or (b) an integration of two or more of these papers.  Whereas the initial short papers should rely solely on the assigned reading, the brief term paper is expected to be based on additional readings.  The term paper will be no more than five pages in length.

During the eleventh week, we'll meet to discuss some of the problems students have in developing the brief papers into more substantial essays.  These problems will likely include both problems in research (e.g., how does one find appropriate articles?) and problems in understanding technical terms (what is ANOVA?).  We will also focus on a problem which is particularly salient for short papers and reports, i.e., what does one leave out?
During the remaining three to four weeks of the term (depending upon the vicissitudes of the academic calendar), students will present drafts of their essays to the class, which will form the basis for our class discussion.

Finally, each student should submit a revised draft of the term paper.  This term paper, together with the six short papers and peer reviews, self-evaluation, proposal and draft, will collectively constitute a portfolio for the class, which should be submitted to me in duplicate at the time and date scheduled for our final exam. 

Textbook
In our discussion, we will occasionally reference The writer's FAQ, which functions as the Honors College style manual, and is a required text for the course.
Harris, M.  (2004). The writer's FAQ: A pocket handbook. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.   
Grading
Grading will be primarily based on the completeness, quality and conscientiousness manifest in the portfolio.  For an 'A' in the course, all ten assignments must be included.  For a 'B,' one short assignment may be missing. For a 'D', the portfolio must include all four stages in the development of the term paper (a one-page essay, proposal, draft, and revision) as well as the one page self-evaluation.  Students who provide more than this, but less than that required for a 'B,' will receive a 'C' in the course.
Turning in assignments is a necessary but not sufficient component of your class work and your course grade: In order to receive these grades, you will also be expected to attend class, review the papers of your classmates, and contribute constructively to class discussion.
Other 
In enrolling in this course, students agree to abide by the Honor Code of the college, whose full text can be found here. 
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