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POT 3021: Honors History of Political Theory

Description: This course is an introduction to important works of political theory spanning over 2,000 years,  which address the following questions: What is justice? What makes government legitimate? Does the fact that a practice or institution has become our custom or tradition justify that practice or institution? Can't traditions sometimes become chains? Can revolutionaries, discontent with tradition, simply build a new society from scratch? Are some of our practices necessary, or natural? How do we decide what is natural and what is merely convention?  How does human nature constrain the possibilities available to us in politics? 
This course contributes to the Honors College curriculum by serving as a core course in Culture, Ideas, and Values and as one of the courses that satisfy the political theory requirement for the Political Science Concentration. The course emphasizes critical thinking, requires students to read original source materials, and focuses on writing skills, including the revision process. The course will satisfy the Gordon Rule and/or WAC writing requirement: writing will be addressed during the class through sessions dealing with revising, and through in class brief essays (see below). Students should leave the course with an ability to think critically about primary texts, develop arguments by citing texts and considering counterarguments, and have an appreciation for some of the central concerns of political theorists.
This writing intensive course serves as one of two "Gordon Rule" classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken.  You must achieve a grade of "C" (not C-minus) or better to receive credit.  Furthermore, this class meets the University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) criteria, which expect you to improve your writing over the course of the term. Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, learning discipline-specific content, and understanding and building competence in the modes of inquiry and writing for various disciplines and professions.

Writing assignments promote critical thinking and analytical writing; require students to analyze academic discourse and non-academic reportage; encourage students to recognize and examine the intellectual and/or cultural assumptions that underlie course readings and their own writing.
There will be 3 take-home writing assignments and these make up 80% of the grade.
Requirements: Students should come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Each class will consist of a combination of lecture and discussion. Participation is essential. 

The following books are required reading and should be at the campus bookstore or available online: Plato,  Apology, Crito, Republic; Aristotle, Politics; Burke and Paine, Reflections, and the Rights of Man; More, Utopia; Machiavelli, Prince, Discourses, Mandragola; Hegel, Reason in History; Marx, Communist Manifesto, German Ideology, Capital; and Joseph Williams' Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace 
Grading will be based on class participation (20%), which includes brief in class essays reacting to the reading, and 3 papers of 5-7 pages each, the first of which will be turned in twice so that students get feedback on the revision process (20% for each paper and the revision, =80%).  Papers will respond to prompts that require critical analysis of the assigned texts and construction of an interpretive position, and will be graded by the quality of the critical analysis, extent to which relevant texts are drawn on and properly cited, and the coherence, lucidity, precision, and elegance of the writing. Substantial feedback will be provided to each writing assignment. The participation grade will be reduced 1/3 for each unexcused absence beyond 2.
If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.

Students must adhere to the honor code, see http://www.fau.edu/divdept/honcol/academics_honor_code.htm

Schedule of Topics and Readings. The readings listed under each class are to be done prior to that class meeting.

1. Introduction

2.The Greek polis

Rdg:  Plato-- Apology, Crito
3. Socrates and Plato 

Rdg: Plato-- Republic Bk 1
In class brief essay. 

4-5. Plato's Republic

Rdg: Plato-- Republic Bks 2-6
6-7. Plato's Republic

Rdg: Plato’s Republic, Bks 7-10
8. Aristotle

Rdg: Aristotle-- Politics Books 1-4
9. Aristotle
Rdg: Politics Books 5-8; Williams, Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace, 96-110
In class brief essay.
10-11. Sir Thomas More: Utopian thought and the Nature of Political Theory
Reading: More, Utopia 
Film: A Man for All Seasons

Paper One Draft Due in class 10

12. Machiavelli and the Renaissance; discussion of the Writing Revision process

Rdg: Machiavelli, The Prince; Williams, Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace, 26-28, 209-220, 221-242
13. Machiavelli 
Rdg: Machiavelli, Discourses, Bk 1: Pref, chs 1-2, 9-12, 16-18, 44, 58; Bk 2: Pref, chs 1-2, 29; Bk 3: chs 1, 9   
Revision of Paper One due 

14. Machiavelli 
Rdg: Machiavelli, Mandragola 
    On the web: The rape of Lucretia in Livy's History of Rome, 1.57-60: available at Perseus Digital Library; and St. Augustine's chapter on Lucretia in City of God, I:19, available online. 
In class brief essay.

15. Introduction to the French Revolution
Rdg: Begin Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France
Class time will be devoted to writing when revised papers are returned.

16-17. Burke

Rdg: Burke, Reflections  

18-19. Paine

Rdg: Paine-- Rights of Man 
20. Hegel's philosophy of history

Rdg: Hegel-- Reason in History
Paper Two Due
21-22. Hegel's political philosophy 

Rdg: Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, Preface, and other excerpts
In class brief essay.
23. Marx and the Young Hegelians

Rdg: Marx-- German Ideology, Theses on Feuerbach
Class time will be dedicated to addressing writing issues from paper two.
24-5. Marx and scientific socialism, vs the socialists
Rdg: Marx-- Communist Manifesto; Robert Owen, A New View of Society
26-27. Marx's Critique of Capitalism

Rdg: Marx, Capital (excerpts)
28. Final remarks
Paper 3 Due
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