University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)             Minutes – September 4, 2015

Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Marina Banchetti and James Cunningham, AL; Ethlyn Williams, BA; Ellen Ryan on behalf of Bruce Arneklev, CDSI; Peggy Goldstein, ED; Dan Meeroff, EG; Jacqueline Fewkes, HC; Katherine Chadwell, NU; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Maria Jennings and Nilce Maldonado, Registrar’s Office. 

Guests: Mary Ann Gosser, Chair, University Honors Council; Cathy Meschievitz, Director of International Programs; Diana Mistova-Boneva, Associate Professor of Urban and Regional Planning; Myriam Ruthenberg, Associate Professor of Languages, Linguistics and Comparative Literature; Debra Szabo, Provost’s Office; Tania Tucker, Assistant Director of International Programs. 

Absent: Alyse Ergood, Library.

Chair Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

I. MINUTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS/DISCUSSION

1. ELECTION OF UUPC CHAIR: The UUPC unanimously re-elected Jerry Haky to serve as chair for 2015-2016.

2. MINUTES: The minutes of the April 24, 2015 meeting were approved. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS/DISCUSSION
a. New UUPC Representatives
Chair Jerry Haky welcomed the new committee representatives: Jacqueline Fewkes from the Honors College, James Cunningham from the College of Arts and Letters and Bruce Arneklev from the College for Design and Social Inquiry. 

b. Engineering tabled items
Chair Haky mentioned that the Steering Committee found errors in the College of Engineering and Computer Science proposals submitted in April. The proposals involved changes to course titles, descriptions, prerequisites and corequisites for the Civil, Geomatics, Mechanical and Ocean Engineering programs. However, some of the program course tables extracted from the catalog to present the changes revealed that the Engineering programs still have some old courses in the catalog that need to be updated. This includes the former Physics for Engineers course that should be replaced with the College of Science’s General Physics course due to the state’s common core mandate. 

Undergraduate Studies Dean Ed Pratt commented that he is working with Physics on a resolution to the General Physics course that Engineering students must now take as well. That course requires a credit change and a title change. With those two components, it will be acceptable for Engineering students. Engineering Representative Dan Meeroff said the course requirements for the tabled proposals will be reviewed and updated, but expressed that it is imperative for Engineering students to have the Physics course in place at 3 credits in order to graduate with the correct amount of credits.
		
II. OLD BUSINESS
1. College of Arts and Letters
New Course – remains tabled
SYP 4464 – Climate, Disaster and Society	
This course was initially tabled on April 24 due to an approval memo required from Geosciences. Arts and Letters Representative Marina Banchetti indicated this approval is not yet received. At this meeting, the Committee determined that Sociology should also seek approval from the Center for Environmental Studies for this course. Rep. Banchetti said she would share the information with the department.


2. Honors College 
New Course – remains tabled
IDH 4890 – Honors Capstone in Medical Humanities	
This item was initially tabled on March 27. Chair Haky confirmed that this course was approved by WAC, but the course still requires University Honors Council (UHC) approval. If the UHC approval is not received by the UUPC’s October meeting, this course will be withdrawn.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
3. College of Science
New Course – withdrawn
GIS 4036C – LiDAR Remote Sensing
This item was initially tabled on March 27 and has remained tabled for the two meetings since because Science and Engineering have not been able to come to an agreement about it. As of the April meeting, the UUPC made a motion to strongly recommend that the chairs of the two departments in question meet and provide a resolution. Engineering Rep. Meeroff commented that the two chairs met and asked the two faculty members who are at an impasse to have a meeting. That has not occurred. Chair Haky stressed the next step would be to get the two college deans involved and suggested that Dean Pratt initiate a meeting. After another long discussion about this issue, the Committee made a motion to withdraw this course. It may be considered in the future as long as both sides come to a resolution. The motion was unanimously approved.

III. BUSINESS FROM THE COLLEGES
1. Study Abroad-Various Colleges
Tania Tucker, Assistant Director of International Programs, presented a considerable group of study abroad courses that are currently 1-3 or 1-4 credits and are now being changed to 1-6 credits. The reasoning behind this credit change is that some new international partners are awarding 5 or 6 credits for their study abroad courses, and FAU does not have courses with equivalent credit amounts. In these cases, International Programs has been signing up students for two sections of the same course so that the credits add up to 5 or 6. Changing all the study abroad courses to 1-6 credits will clean up students’ transcripts and streamline the Study Abroad process for the University. The four colleges affected, Arts and Letters, Design and Social Inquiry, Honors College and Science, submitted their approvals for having their study abroad courses changed to 1-6 credits. They appear below. UUPC approved the course changes. Course credit changes

	ANT 2952, 4957
	Anthropology Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ARH 2952, 4957
	Art History Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ART 2952, 4957
	Art Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ARH 2957, 3957, 4959
	HC Art History Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ART 2957C, 3957C, 4957C
	HC Art Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	BSC 2952, 4957
	Biology Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	CHM 2952, 4957
	Chemistry Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	COM 2952, 4957
	Communication Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	CCJ 4957
	Criminal Justice Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ENL 2952, 4957
	English Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	EUH 2952, 4957
	European History Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	FOL 2952, 4957
	Foreign Language Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	FRW 4957
	French Literature Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	FRE 2952, 3952, 4957
	French Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	FRT 3956
	French Culture Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	FRE 3957
	HC French Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	GEA 2952, 4957
	Geography Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	GLY 2952, 4957
	Geology Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	GEW 4957
	German Literature Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	GET 3956
	German Culture (in Trans)
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	GER 4957
	German Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	HIS 2952, 4957
	History Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	HUM 2952, 4957
IDS 2952, 4957
	Honors College Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ITA 2952, 3952, 4957
	Italian Language Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ITT 3956
	Italian Culture Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ITW 4957
	Italian Literature Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	JPN 2952, 4957
	Japanese Language Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	JPT 3956
	Japanese Culture Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	JPW 4957
	Japanese Literature Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	LIT 2952, 4957
	Literature Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	MAT 2952, 4957
	Mathematics Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ISC 2952, 4957
	HC Mathematics Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	MUS 2952, 4957
	Music Study Abroad 
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	PHI 2952, 4957
	Philosophy Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	PHI 4959
	HC Philosophy Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	PHY 2952, 4957
	Physics Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	CPO 2952, 4957
	Political Science Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	PSY 2952, 4957
	Psychology Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	SYP 2952, 4957
	Social Psychology Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	ISS 2952, 4957
	HC Social Sciences Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	SYG 2952, 4957
	Sociology Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	SPW 4957
	Spanish Literature Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	SPN 2957, 4957
	HC Spanish Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	SPN 2952, 3952 4957
	Spanish Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	SPT 3956, 4957
	Spanish Culture Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	STA 2952, 4957
	Statistics Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	

	THE 2952, 4957
	Theatre Study Abroad
	1-6
	Credit Change
	



Approvals from affected colleges for Study Abroad credit changes:

	AL approval
DSI approval
HC approval 
SC approval 
	
	
	
	



2. Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters
Dr. Marina Banchetti presented on behalf of AL Rep. James Cunningham. She shared that the course change for HIS 4065, going from the 4000 level to the 3000 level, is due to the course’s applied history nature. She explained that the switch justifies a better allocation for this course as the rest of the applied history courses for the program are 3000-level courses. Rep. Banchetti confirmed the course currently does not have prerequisites; therefore, the level change should not affect students adversely. UUPC approved the course change.

Rep. Banchetti also explained the title change for the Peace Studies Certificate, which broadens the scope of the program and now covers prevailing trends in the field.  UUPC approved the title change. 

	HIS 4065 Form
Syllabus
	Intro. to Public History
	3
	Change level to 3;
new number 3065
	






	Certificate name change

	Peace Studies 
(New title: Peace, Justice and Human Rights)
	


 
3. Design and Social Inquiry
Diana Mistova-Boneva, Associate Professor of Urban and Regional Planning, presented the first honors-in- the-major programs for the College for Design and Social Inquiry as well as URP 4978, which is a capstone course created for the honors programs. The two programs, one in Urban and Regional Planning and the other in Urban Design, were fully vetted by the UHC as confirmed by UHC Chair Mary Ann Gosser who expressed her appreciation for the rigorous work Urban and Regional Planning carried out in preparing the programs. 

Dr. Mitsova-Boneva explained that Urban and Regional Planning often has superior students who excel in the programs, but there was never a formal mechanism in place to recognize them. These new programs will now serve those students while also answering the University’s call for the creation of more honors program. The Committee asked several questions, chiefly, will the programs have an IRB process and who is monitoring them to ensure they maintain honors standards. Dr. Mitsova-Boneva confirmed an IRB process is in place and a faculty committee of three will be created to monitor the honors students. UUPC approved the new course and new honors programs.	
	URP 4978 Form
Syllabus
UHC Approval 
	Honors Planning Project
	3
	New
	







	New Honors in the Major Programs.
Application
UHC Approval
	Urban and Regional Planning and Urban Design
	



As an aside to the discussion above, Chair Haky commended Chair Gosser for the quality work that the UHC is producing and for all the time she puts into this initiative. EG Rep. Meeroff asked Chair Gosser about the storage project the UHC is currently using. She explained that the library has created a virtual depository where many varieties of documents may be stored: art work, poetry, music compositions, chemistry experiments, etc. The content itself is protected and private with an embargo arrangement, unless the student chooses otherwise. Chair Gosser lamented that even though this is a great mechanism, she has not been able to publicize it among faculty members as much as she would like to. Dean Ed Pratt suggested she should spread the word among students and that could help increase the usage of it. 

4. Charles E. Schmidt College of Science
Chair Haky presented the prerequisite changes for the course below. He explained the department prefers that Biological Principles and its lab, both general education courses, replace the course’s existing prerequisites of Principles of Plant Physiology and lab. UUPC approved the course change. 
	BOT 4734C Form
Syllabus 
	Plant Biotechnology
	3
	Change prerequisites
	









IV. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Dean Pratt provided a brief metrics update. He stated that last year’s number looked fine, but the institution still needs the support from all the colleges to reinforce and improve the graduation rate. If students cannot graduate with their own major in a period of six years, they will need to graduate with a bachelor’s in General Studies.

He also explained a policy change that will soon be proposed: freshmen who fail to maintain a cumulative 2.0 GPA at the end of the spring term and have not been placed on academic suspension or dismissed, must enroll in 1-3 summer classes based on recommendations by an ACCESS academic coach/advisor. This policy will improve the metrics while helping these students raise their GPAs and hopefully stay in school. 

Thirdly, Dean Pratt shared that FAU will raise the admission GPA to 3.6 next year and that students with GPAs from 3.4 to 3.59 may be accepted, but only into the summer Jump Start program. 

Chair Haky added another initiative that UUPC will be asked to consider in the coming meetings. The Research Intensive program, approved last year by all Committees, is working diligently on guidelines and procedures and on presenting its first courses for approval this fall. 

V. NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT
The next UUPC meeting will be Friday, October 9, 2015, from 10 am to noon in SU 223. Video conferencing will be available for the Jupiter campus. Registrar’s Office Representative Maria Jennings informed the Committee that the new course form and change/terminate course form have been updated and can be downloaded from the UUPC website. She asked the representatives to share this with the folks in their colleges who prepare the course forms as old versions of course forms are still being submitted.

New programs and program changes approved at this September meeting will be considered by Steering and UFS on the dates below. Colleges and units with items approved are requested to have a representative present at those meetings: Steering – Sept. 27, UFS – October 9. Times and locations appear in the links below.
Steering meeting dates:
	http://www.fau.edu/ufsgov/steering-committee.php

	University Faculty Senate meeting dates:
	http://www.fau.edu/ufsgov/calendar.php

The meeting adjourned at 11:21 am.
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