University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)             Minutes – September 6, 2013
Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Clifford Brown, AL; Ethlyn Williams, BA; Yan Yong, EG; Michael Harrawood, HC; Joy Longo, NU; Alyse Ergood, Library; Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Wendy Kutchner, Maria Jennings and Nilce Maldonado, Registrar’s Office. 
Absent: Ellen Ryan, CDSI; Education representative.

Chair Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

I. Minutes and Announcements/Discussion

1. Election of UUPC Chair: The UUPC re-elected Jerry Haky to serve as chair for 2013-2014.
2. Minutes: The minutes of the April 19, 2013 meeting were reviewed and approved.

II. old business

1. Gra 3456C – Technology Intensive
The syllabus for GRA 3435C was not complete; therefore, the course was tabled once again. This course was originally tabled at the April 19 meeting because the UUPC requested that the syllabus make clear how the curriculum was going to change due to the increase in credit options.
2. APK 4110 – Exercise Physiology
A proposal to prohibit students from taking APK 4110 more than twice remained tabled as the College of Education representative did not attend the meeting. Subsequently, this proposal is now withdrawn as it has appeared on three UUPC meeting agendas with no resolution. 
III. New Business university-wide
1. UNDERGRADUATE sTUDIES 
a. Review of State’s General Education Common Core Recommendations
Undergraduate Studies Dean Edward Pratt informed the committee that in 2012 the Florida Legislature mandated a restructuring of general education requirements statewide with the goal of establishing a common core. The total credits for the core remain at 36, but include 15 credits in courses that are common among state institutions. Students choose one course from each of the five categories to complete the 15-credit common core. Additional courses have been added to the categories as part of this process. The remaining 21 credits that comprise the general education requirements are selected at the discretion of each institution. 

Dean Pratt explained that faculty committees from the State University System and Florida College System institutions were included in all deliberations regarding the content of the new common core. State institutions are now vetting the common core courses through their faculty governance processes with a deadline to report approval/outcome to the state by November 1. Dean Pratt added that once FAU approves the common core, the Core Curriculum Committee will begin deliberations on the remaining 21 credits of the general education curriculum. Implementation of the common core is expected for fall 2015.
Institutions are not required to offer all the courses in the common core, but must accept them if a student is transferring to the institution. Additionally, the mandate does not allow for course substitution in the common core.

A long discussion ensued regarding the state’s determination that course substitutions are not allowed in the common core. Yan Yong, the College of Engineering and Computer Science representative, explained that this lack of substitution for common core courses will adversely impact Engineering majors. The proposed common core includes General Physics 1 as one of the choices in the Natural Sciences category. This is a 4-credit course at FAU; however, our Engineering students are required to take Physics for Engineers, a similar course, but one that is 3 credits. FAU’s Engineering programs are already approved at above the 120-credit minimum total. Per Rep. Yong, increasing the total credits by one more will require Engineering to change its programs and can affect the College’s accreditation, which is up for review next year. 
Dean Pratt suggested having Engineering discuss this issue with other SUS institutions to see if they are having the same problem and then present the case to the state with a unified voice requesting this substitution. He also suggested a 3-credit course option for General Physics 1. Rep. Yong did not agree with these suggestions and indicated it seems as if faculty doesn’t have a voice or choice on this common core. Dean Pratt responded that the deans were made aware of the process as it progressed, but Rep. Yong followed that there was the assumption that the state would allow course substitutions in specific cases. Other committee members joined the discussion in agreement with Rep. Yong and formulated the following motion.  

The UUPC put forth a motion to send the state’s General Education Core Course Options proposal to Steering without a recommendation. This motion failed by majority vote. A second motion calling for approval of the state’s document failed by a consensus. The UUPC recommends that Steering not approve the state’s General Education Core Course Options proposal.
b. Undergraduate Students and Timely Graduation 
It was discussed that undergraduates are taking too long to graduate and do not have clear expectations on when to finish their academic studies. Dean Pratt explained that this proposal is not a policy but rather an exhortation to encourage students to finish their four-year degree programs in a timely manner. The proposed language (see link below) would be added to the catalog and announced at orientation. Pratt added that by letting students know about these graduation expectations early in their career at FAU, including encouraging students to take courses during the summer, the University could see the pace pick up on timely graduations.
A question about financial aid not being available for summer was raised, but University Registrar Wendy Kutchner explained that financial aid is available during the summer if students budget their aid appropriately during the fall and spring terms. The UUPC approved the new catalog verbiage. 
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IV. New Business from the Colleges
1. Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters
Representative Clifford Brown explained that the Department of Visual Arts and Art History would like to add a new 1000-level Special Topics course and change the credits from 4 to 1-4 for the existing ART 4930C, Area Studies in Art, to allow the program more flexibility with the special topics courses it offers. The course number provided for the new course was ART 1930C, but a question was raised about 1930s being reserved for the University Honors Program. The Registrar’s Office confirmed and offered to research the Statewide Course Numbering System’s taxonomy to provide a different number for the new course. [New number assigned: ART 1933C]. The UUPC approved the course submissions. 
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2. Library

Representative Alyse Ergood informed committee members of the workshops the University Library has been offering every fall to support students in their academic endeavors. The workshops are also available to faculty and staff. Some of these workshops include: Google Apps, Social Sciences Research, Avoiding Plagiarism, PowerPoint Basics, and Introduction to Academic and Business Research. For the fall 2013 schedule information, visit http://www.library.fau.edu/depts/ref/instsrv/mainwksh.htm. She requested that attendees please call to confirm their attendance.
3. Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing
Representative Joy Longo explained that, per the College’s accrediting agency, the RN to BSN program’s curriculum is required to match the changes made in the spring to the traditional and accelerated BSN programs. The changes she presented at the meeting are in part to fix that discrepancy between the programs. In addition, the College is looking to strengthen its programs with three major components: research, leadership and community population health.  

The main changes she presented include increasing the validated credits received through RN experience from 20 to 28, decreasing the total credits taken at FAU from 40 to 32, which include two more professional development courses that strengthen the program’s leadership courses. The total credits for the program remain the same. The UUPC approved the curricular changes. 
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4. Charles E. Schmidt College of Science
Chair Haky explained that the College of Science’s Pre-Health Professions Certificate attracts students wishing to pursue a degree in the medical field. Upcoming changes to the Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT) necessitate a change to the certificate’s curriculum, allowing students to be better prepared for the test. As of 2015, the MCAT is adding a fourth subtest covering the behavioral and social sciences; therefore, the Pre-Health Professions Certificate would like to add Sociological Perspectives, SYG 1000, to the curriculum. To make room for this course, General Microbiology (MCB 3020), will be removed. General psychology is already required for Pre-Health Professions students, but it was discussed that Sociology will also help future medical personnel with their interpersonal skills. The UUPC approved the curricular changes.  
	Curricular Changes
	Pre-Health Professions Certificate Program


V. Next Meeting/Adjournment
The next meeting of the UUPC will take place on October 4, 2013 from 10 a.m. to noon in SU 80, room 113. 
Chair Haky adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m.
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