University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)             Minutes – September 7, 2012
Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Jahyun Goo for Ethlyn Williams, BA; Ellen Ryan, CDSI; Elizabeth Villares, ED; Yan Yong, EG; Michael Harrawood, HC; Joy Longo, NU; Bebe Chang, Library; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Maria Jennings, Registrar’s Office. 
Absent: Representative for Arts and Letters

Guests: Michelle Shaw and Nicole Rokos, Office for Students with Disabilities.
Chair Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.
I. Minutes and Announcements/Discussion
1. Chair Election: The UUPC re-elected Jerry Haky to serve as chair for 2012-2013.

2. Minutes: The minutes of the April 20, 2012 meeting were reviewed and approved.
3. Announcements/Discussion
a. Chair Haky urged committee members to ensure someone from their college attends the Steering and University Faculty Senate (UFS) meetings when they have an action item on those agendas. He explained that the action items approved by UUPC in April were almost all removed from the September UFS agenda because no one from the affected departments attended the August Steering meeting. However, UFS President William McDaniel kept the Management changes, Chemistry changes and Music terminations on the UFS agenda even though some of the items did not receive a recommendation from Steering. With the UFS meeting scheduled later that day, Chair Haky informed the group that he would attend to speak to the Chemistry changes and College of Business representative Ethlyn Williams would attend to present the Management changes. Undergraduate Studies Dean Ed Pratt confirmed that Music Chair Rebecca Lautar would attend to explain the Music minor terminations. 
b. The only April UUPC action item removed from the UFS agenda was the Writing Across Curriculum (WAC) request to vet WAC course cap changes through faculty governance. A similar request from WAC was approved by UUPC and UFS in 2010, which set caps at 22 for 1000-level WAC courses and at 27 for 2000-4000-level WAC courses. This second request to require faculty governance approval for any changes to those pre-approved caps proved controversial for several reasons: 1) The University President has requested that caps for all courses be increased by 4. 2) Do cap increases fall under the purview of faculty governance or are they purely administrative? Chair Haky stated the reasons above are most likely why this proposal was removed from the UFS agenda. 
c. Chair Haky made an announcement about a question that arose in the College of Science. It involves a requirement added last year to the University Catalog by Dean Pratt that indicates students completing a second baccalaureate degree must meet the foreign language requirement if they did not meet it for the first baccalaureate. Dean Pratt replied that if the foreign language requirement applies to a college, then this would affect second baccalaureate degrees for the college. He said it is not a University-wide requirement. Chair Haky countered that the University has a policy that all BA and BS degrees complete the foreign language requirement. Because all of the College of Science’s undergraduate degrees are either BA or BS, those students are now affected by this policy more so than other colleges that offer different degrees, such as Engineering. This issue was not resolved at the meeting, but Chair Haky asked if Dean Pratt would share his interpretation of the policy with folks at the College of Science.
d. Chair Haky noted that because no representative attended the meeting for Arts and Letters, that college moves to the end of the agenda for the next meeting. This policy was instituted by UUPC a few years back to encourage all colleges to send a representative to the meetings even when they have no items on the agenda.

II. Old Business
Chair Haky noted that the following tabled items have appeared on the UUPC agenda for several meetings. According to UUPC policy, items that are tabled by the committee twice must be considered at the next (third) meeting. If the item is not ready for consideration at that next meeting, it will be automatically withdrawn.

1. Languages, Linguistics and Comparative Literature Honors-in-the-Major program
The proposed Languages, Linguistics and Comparative Literature honors-in-the-major program was tabled last spring so that it could be vetted through the Honors Council. According to Honors Council Chair Jeff Buller, this program has not yet been considered by the council. Following UUPC policy, this program is now withdrawn from the UUPC agenda, as it was tabled by the committee in March and April and not ready for consideration at this September meeting. 
2. GLY package
Of the package of GLY courses that was tabled last spring due to issues with the syllabi, the UUPC approved: GLY 4200C, Mineralogy and Crystal Chemistry. The rest of the courses, GLY 3603C, GLY 4241, GLY 4310C, GLY 4750C, are withdrawn according to UUPC policy. These course changes were tabled by the UUPC in March and April and not ready for consideration at this September meeting.

III. New Business University-Wide

1. Students with Disabilities Course Substitution Procedure Change
The Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) is proposing changes to the University’s Course Substitution process. In order to simplify the process, the new procedure would allow students with approved documentation supporting disability in math or language and with appropriate paperwork to go straight to a committee for permission to take a substitute course. The current procedure requires students to first attempt the math or language course, then file a petition to be removed from the course if they are struggling. The policy changes also include requiring that the student be registered with the OSD in order to obtain a course substitution. Nicole Rokos, Director of the Office for Students with Disabilities, added that the policy would deny any course substitution requests for courses required for certification or licensure, for courses that would be inconsistent with the student’s academic program or for those that would result in a significant modification of the program. This proposed policy is consistent with the course substitution policies at UF, UCF, UNF, FCGU and FAMU. Dean Pratt added that he had discussions with the departments of Mathematics and English, and they had no objections to this change in procedure. The UUPC voted to approve the proposal. 
2. Revised Definition of a Credit Hour Requirements
Dean Pratt informed the committee about the Provost’s new policy concerning the definition of a credit hour that comes as a mandate from the U.S. Department of Education. The policy, which according to the Provost’s memorandum has been a “common understanding at FAU and most institutions of higher education,” states that students must complete an average of not less than two hours of out-of-class assignments for each credit hour each week for 15 weeks per semester. Dean Pratt indicated that course syllabi must include a reasonable mention of in-class and out-of-class coursework that must be completed. The syllabi do not have to explicitly state the policy, but must provide ample mention of coursework to adhere to the policy. He added that most syllabi already meet that requirement. The UUPC would be responsible for reviewing syllabi for new courses or course changes submitted to the committee to ensure this reasonable mention in total coursework is present, which is something the UUPC already does, including tabling courses that have lacked information or do not meet the Provost’s course syllabi requirements. Maria Jennings, Registrar’s Office Representative, added that a link to the Provost’s memorandum on Definition of a Credit Hour would be included in the UUPC’s new course and course change forms as a reminder for departments to review it as they prepare their syllabi. She will also add a link to the memorandum on the committee’s website where the syllabus guidelines and syllabus checklist appear.
3. Excess Hour Legislation
Dean Pratt also discussed the Florida Legislature’s Excess Hour Legislation currently being implemented by FAU. This legislation was created to provide “incentives for efficient baccalaureate degree completion.” Students will be required to pay an excess hours surcharge for each credit hour in excess of the number of credit hours required to complete the baccalaureate degree program in which the student is enrolled. The law delineates how first-time-in-college students’ base degree hours are calculated and states that certain credits, such as those earned through accelerated mechanisms and internship programs, are not included in the calculation. However, Dean Pratt focused more on the courses that are included in the calculation. The law indicates universities must count failed courses, dropped courses and courses that are withdrawn (except medical or exceptional circumstances withdrawal), among others as part of the excess hours calculation. He said he would be discussing this legislation at the UFS meeting in the afternoon as the Registrar’s Office prepares for its implementation. Additional details regarding the Excess Hour Surcharge can be found on the Registrar’s website: http://www.fau.edu/registrar/excesshrs.php.
IV. New Business from the Colleges

1. College for Design and Social Inquiry 
Representative Ellen Ryan informed the committee that because the content of ARC 4720, Professional Practice 1, has been moved to the two courses that follow in this sequence, the department no longer needs ARC 4270.
	ARC 4720
	Professional Practice 1
	3
	Terminate


The UUPC approved the CDSI submission.
2. College of Education
Representative Elizabeth Villares explained that the courses below are shared by two departments and two different degree programs. The prerequisite changes will streamline how students move through the programs.
	EEC 4313
	Blended Early Childhood Methods: Birth to Age 5
	4
	Change prerequisites

	EEX 3226
	Assessment of All Young Children
	3
	Change prerequisites

	EEX 3603
	Positive Behavioral Supports in Inclusive Early Childhood Settings
	3
	Change prerequisites

	EEX 3754
	Building Family, Community and School Partnerships
	2
	Change prerequisites


The UUPC approved the Education submissions.
3. Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College 

Representative Michael Harrawood explained that Honors College students are required to take three team-taught courses. To help students satisfy their writing requirement, the College would like to offer one of the team-taught courses as a Writing Across Curriculum (WAC) course. The new Honors Critical Inquiry Seminar below is being created to meet this need. In addition, Honors Government of the United States will no longer be offered as part of the WAC program, and the College would like to offer the course at the 2000 level.
	IDS 3955
	Honors Critical Inquiry Seminar: WAC
	3
	New

	POS 1041
	Honors Government of the United States
	3
	Remove WAC, change level


The UUPC approved the Honors submissions.
Regarding the WAC descriptions that are required for the syllabi of WAC courses, Rep. Harrawood made a comment as to how much is too much. He recently read the syllabus for a WAC course that included six pages of WAC description. After a brief discussion, the committee determined that WAC syllabi should include the basic requirements of a WAC course and a link to the WAC website for student to view further details on WAC.
4. Library

Representative Bebe Chang informed the group that the Library has updated the Undergraduate Research Symposium papers and is now live with 40 papers. This program is especially important due to the Quality Enhancement Program’s (QEP) efforts to increase undergraduate research. For details, visit the symposium’s website at http://purl.fcla.edu/fau/studentresearch. 
New at the Wimberly Library is Pampleteer in America, an exhibit that reflects the spirit of the revolution in 18th century America through a series of original and rare political pamphlets. The exhibit, on display until Friday, September 28, includes pamphlets written between 1764 and 1789 that reflect the political positions of patriots, loyalists, federalists and antifederalists. For more information on the exhibit, visit http://www.fau.edu/mediarelations/releases0812/081221.php.
Rep. Chang also mentioned that the Library has acquired more than 4,000 titles from the closing of the Port St. Lucie campus library, which are being distributed to the campus libraries in Boca, Davie and Jupiter. 

5. Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing
Representative Joy Longo informed the group that big changes are coming for the undergraduate program in Nursing. The entire program will be revised this year. Regarding the Health Studies degree program and honors in Nursing, she stated that those are on hold for now. 

V.  Next Meeting/Adjournment

The next meeting of the UUPC will take place on Oct. 5, 2012 from 10 a.m. to noon in SU 80, room 132. 
Chair Haky adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
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