University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)             Minutes – Sept. 9, 2011

Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Kenneth Keaton, AL; Ethlyn Williams, BA; Ellen Ryan, CDSI; Elizabeth Villares, ED; Yan Yong, EG; Kevin Lanning, HC; Joy Longo, NU; Bebe Chang, Library; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Maria Jennings and Risa Polansky, Registrar’s Office. 

Chair Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

I. Minutes and Announcements
1. Minutes: The minutes of the April 22, 2011 meeting were reviewed and approved.

2. Announcements/Discussion
a. Chair Jerry Haky was unanimously re-elected as chair of the UUPC for the 2011-2012 year.
b. Dean of Undergraduate Studies Edward Pratt and Chair Haky encouraged UUPC members to be present at University Faculty Senate (UFS) meetings during which substantial items from their colleges are scheduled to be discussed. 
c. Chair Haky reminded committee members to turn in fully signed paperwork to Maria Jennings one week in advance of UUPC meetings. He pointed out also that faculty should first send forms to their College representative, who is then responsible for submitting them to Maria.
d. Given the number of syllabi that do not comply with Provost and UUPC guidelines, Dean Pratt reminded UUPC members that the College curriculum committees must be vigilant in reviewing syllabi before approving new courses/course changes. Chair Haky pointed out that the guidelines are on the UUPC website (www.fau.edu/academic/registrar/UUPCinfo/SyllabiGuidelines.doc). He also suggested sending notification to the Deans that new courses/course changes will not be approved unless the accompanying syllabi adhere to the prescribed guidelines. Business Rep. Ethlyn Williams suggested compiling a checklist based on the University guidelines to aid faculty in creating compliant syllabi. Honors Rep. Kevin Lanning volunteered to compile the checklist, which Chair Haky asked be submitted to the next UUPC meeting so that it can be added to the website. He also suggested requiring that completed, UUPC-representative-certified checklists be submitted to the UUPC along with proposed new courses/course changes. 
e. Committee members requested the correct link to the University’s Code of Academic Integrity: http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf. 
f. Chair Haky noted that there has been recent movement in analysis of the honors programs offered both in Boca and Jupiter, as a taskforce met over the summer. Dean Pratt said the idea is to expand honors in the major programs across the board, especially in Boca, as part of an effort to recruit high-ability students to FAU. The taskforce produced a report, and the President and Provost are set to meet to discuss. Chair Haky added that this effort is also associated with increasing the level of undergraduate research as part of the Quality Enhancement Plan.

II. New Business from the Colleges
1. College of Engineering and Computer Science new courses and course changes Representative Yan Yong informed the committee that, after a review of duplicate course titles, the department surveyed its inventory and agreed on the following changes designed to streamline and update course offerings. 
	CEG 3011C
	Soil Mechanics
	3
	Change prerequisites

	CES 3102C
	Analysis of Structures
	3
	Change prerequisites

	CES 3104
	Strength of Materials
	3
	Terminate

	CGN 3501C
	Civil Engineering Materials
	3
	Change prerequisites

	CGN 4804C
	Civil Engineering Design 2

	3
	Change pre/coreqs.

	CWR 3201C
	Applied Hydraulics
	3
	Change prerequisites

	EGM 3400
	Dynamics
	3
	Terminate

	EGM 3510
	Statics
	3
	Terminate

	EGM 3521
	Engineering Materials 1
	3
	Terminate

	EGM 3524
	Strength of Materials
	3
	Terminate

	EGN 3321
	Dynamics
	   3
	New

	EGN 3331
	Strength of Materials
	3
	New

	EGN 3343
	Engineering Thermodynamics
	3
	New

	EGN 3365
	Engineering Materials 1
	3
	New

	EML 3100
	Thermodynamics
	3
	Terminate

	ENV 3001C
	Environmental Science and Engineering
	   3
	Change prereqs., coreqs., description

	ENV 3001L
	Enviro. Science and Engineering Lab
	   1
	Terminate

	EOC 3105
	Statics
	3
	Terminate

	EOC 3113
	Dynamics
	3
	Terminate

	EOC 3141
	Engineering Thermodynamics
	3
	Terminate

	EOC 3150
	Strength of Materials
	3
	Terminate

	EOC 3200
	Engineering Materials 1
	3
	Terminate

	TTE 3004C
	Intro. to Transportation Engineering
	3
	Change prerequisites


After tabling proposed changes to EML 4142 and removing the request for WAC designation from CGN 4804C pending WAC Committee approval, the UUPC conditionally approved the above College of Engineering and Computer Science course submissions, pending compliant syllabi be submitted to Chair Haky by Sept. 16 for review. Note: Chair Haky and Dean Pratt issued final approval Sept. 19. 

	ART 4970
	Honors Thesis in Art
	6-8
(1-6)
	Change credits

	PHM 1002
	Honors Human Nature
	3
	New and WAC


2. Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College new course and course change
Rep. Lanning noted that the Human Nature course has been taught as, essentially, an introductory philosophy seminar in the past and will now officially become part of the inventory. He assured also that it has received WAC approval. 
 


The UUPC approved the Honors College course submissions.

3. Charles E. Schmidt College of Science course changes
Chair Jerry Haky presented a multi-pronged proposal from Biological Sciences requesting to change the minimum grade to “C-” for any undergraduate course in the Biology major and all cognate science courses, as well as prerequisite courses, along with various course changes. The idea is to ensure success in higher-level courses as students progress through the major. Chair Haky said the department has been working on this for about two years and acknowledged that the policy essentially requires a minimum “C-” GPA for Biology majors. Dean Pratt and Rep. Williams requested data on student success rates and the number of students this would affect, along with a proposal regarding the future of students who do not meet the new minimum standards. They pointed out that the UUPC has established similar criteria for departments seeking to raise minimum entry grades and predicted that the UFS would also request such information. Chair Haky noted that this is not a request to set a minimum entry GPA, but rather a move to ensure students who progress through the program are adequately prepared. He agreed to request the data from the department. Dean Pratt also pointed out that the proposed requirement may be unenforceable given that students can pre-register for their next courses without having earned a final grade in the prerequisites. Rep. Elizabeth Villares of Education also expressed concerns that the GPA proposal was submitted bundled with routine course changes. The UUPC voted to table the Biology proposal pending the requested information, asking also that the course changes be resubmitted separately. 
Regarding the Chemistry course submissions, Chair Haky explained that the department would like to change the “Advanced” titles to “Honors,” having received permission from the Honors Council. The WAC Committee also issued approval for ENC 2452 to continue as WAC. Rep. Lanning questioned whether the Chemistry title could be differentiated from the course offered by Honors, but Chair Haky said medical school officials ask for “General Chemistry 2” specifically. Rep. Lanning agreed this was in the students’ best interest and said students should be able to move back and forth, supporting Chair Haky’s pledge that this would be handled on a case-by-case basis. Chair Haky added that the courses still need to be taken together but may be given separate grades. As an aside, he clarified also that existing courses cannot be added to the schedule as “Honors” without approval of the Honors Council.
	CHM 2051C
	Advanced General Chemistry 2
 (Honors General Chemistry 2)
	4
	Change title

	ENC 2452
	Advanced Composition for Science
(Honors Composition for Science)
	3
	Change title


The UUPC approved these College of Science course submissions on the condition the Code of Academic Integrity link be updated on the syllabi. Note: Correct link added to syllabi week of Sept. 12.
III.  
Next Meeting/Adjournment

The next meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Oct. 7 in SU 80, room 132.
Chair Haky adjourned the meeting at 11:17 a.m.
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