University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)         Minutes – December 3, 2010
Members present: Substitute Chair Yan Yong, EG; Ann Branaman, AL; Ethlyn Williams, BA; Ellen Ryan, CDSI; Elizabeth Villares, ED; Chris Strain, HC; Victoria Thur, Library; Joy Longo, NU; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Jeff Galin, Writing Across Curriculum Committee; Maria Jennings and Risa Polansky, Registrar’s Office. 
Member absent: Jerry Haky, SC. Substitute: Ingrid Johanson.
Substitute Chair Yan Yong called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.
I. Minutes 
The minutes of the November 5, 2010 meeting were reviewed and approved.
II. Old Business

1. Tabled item: LAS 3002 

 Introduction to Latin American Studies, a course change (change level to 2000, change description, remove WAC, add General Education) was tabled in November, then tabled again in December because of pending General Education Approval. 
2. Science transient work policy: clarification
Dr. Ingrid Johanson, substitute representative and senior associate dean in the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science, presented the rationale for the UUPC-approved transient work policy that the University Faculty Senate’s (UFS) Steering Committee returned to the UUPC for clarification. The rationale, in the form of a memo from Dr. Johanson to the UUPC, Steering and UFS, was explained in detail at the meeting and is included below. 
During the discussion, Dean of Undergraduate Studies Ed Pratt noted that Steering’s primary concern is assuring that students graduate, especially given the mix FAU generally serves. Dr. Johanson pointed out that students already need approval to take upper-level classes elsewhere and that this petition process will be no different. She said she is generally very understanding of students’ needs and more often than not approves petitions for special circumstances. Dean Pratt also pointed out that the University recently instated a policy requiring that students earn at least 75 percent of all upper-division courses in the major department from FAU and said questions have arisen over adding further restrictions. Dr. Johanson said it comes down to ensuring that students are properly prepared for courses in their major, which is sometimes compromised by taking classes elsewhere – something students tend to do when they hear a course is difficult. Rep. Yong agreed. Dr. Johanson’s written justification reads as follows:

The following policy was unanimously approved by the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science Executive Committee on 9/15/10 for adoption as a College requirement for our majors and was subsequently approved by the College Undergraduate Programs Committee and the UUPC.  
“After matriculation into the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science, transient work is not permitted except in unusual circumstances. In these cases an academic petition showing justification is required.”
I understand that the Steering Committee has referred the proposed policy back to the UUPC for some clarification.  Their concerns were expressed as follows:
After extensive discussion, the Steering Committee voted to refer the proposal back to the undergraduate programs committee. The reasons included concern about policy’s impact on FTEs, the precedent it established (other academic units would likely make similar proposals), and uncertainty about the policy’s impact on the last 30 hours in residence rule and whether the College of Business currently enforces the same policy. (email from Tim Lenz to Jerry Haky, November 4th. ) 
Rationale: Given the conversion of the local community colleges to state colleges offering 3000-4000 level courses, we feel it is necessary to preserve the integrity of our degree programs by strictly limiting use of transient work in our programs once a student has matriculated as a major in the college.    
Impact on FTE generation: We expect there to be a positive effect on FTE generation at FAU, as our students would no longer be permitted to take lower-division courses as transient students at community colleges. Indeed, without the policy, it might be the case that FTE would decrease as students take upper-division majors courses at the state colleges.
Precedent: The proposed policy is based on a new policy in the College of Business, which was approved last spring. I have spoken with College of Business Student Services and this policy is being enforced in Business.  
Provision for exceptions: Students may submit a college petition to waive this requirement in the case of hardship. The department of the major would have to agree to the waiver.  

            The UUPC reaffirmed its approval of the proposal.
3. Change in degree requirements for B.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts & Humanities and Social Science
Arts and Letters Representative Ann Branaman informed the committee that she has pulled the 
UUPC-approved change in degree requirements for B.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts & Humanities and Social Science to refine further. She will present the revised proposal to the UUPC at a meeting in 2011. 
III. New Business: University-Wide
 

1. New members for the Writing Across Curriculum (WAC) Committee
Dr. Jeff Galin, WAC director, proposed two new members for the University’s WAC Committee. The UUPC voted to approve Rosario Medina-Shepherd and Rachel Luria as new members after the WAC Committee did the same at its Sept. 3 meeting.
IV. New Business from the Colleges

1. Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters curricular/course submissions:
a. Film and Video Certificate changing to a minor:

Rep. Ann Branaman presented a proposal on behalf of Film and Video Certificate Program Director Eric Freedman to convert the program to an interdisciplinary minor, something she said the College is planning for other certificates in the future. This certificate currently requires 15 credits, and the minimum for a minor is 12 credits. Dean Pratt mentioned he’s considering proposing a policy about limiting courses that overlap between majors and minors. Rep. Branaman said that in this particular case there’s a chance there is a Communications degree where courses could count for both the major and minor but said she doesn’t see a problem because students would have fulfilled requirements and built a specialization in the field.   Dr. Freedman’s proposal, approved by the UUPC, reads as follows:

The Film and Video Certificate Program is seeking a change in status from “certificate” to “interdisciplinary minor.” As the program does not provide recognized professional certification (there is no certifying body in film and video production), and is often misunderstood as a technical training program for those looking to enter the film industry, the shift to interdisciplinary minor will clarify the program’s academic orientation and emphasize the inclusion of multiple academic fields and units invested in the study of film and video.
This change is sought at both the undergraduate and graduate level and supported by both the Director and the program’s Executive Committee.
b. New courses and course changes for Arts and Letters:

Rep. Branaman presented the College’s proposals, noting that American Sports                                                       History has been offered as a Special Topics course in the past and that the Women’s Studies course may eventually seek Intellectual Foundations approval.
	AMH 4612
	American Sports History
	3
	New 

	CRW 4120
	Fiction Workshop 1
	3
	Add prerequisite

	CRW 4121
	Fiction Workshop 2
	3
	Add prerequisite

	CRW 4211
	Creative Writing: Nonfiction
	3
	Add prerequisite

	CRW 4310
	Poetry Workshop 1
	3
	Add prerequisite

	CRW 4321
	Poetry Workshop 2
	3
	Add prerequisite

	CRW 4930
	Special Topics: Creative Writing
	3
	Add prerequisite

	WST 2102
	Women, Gender and Sexuality 
in the Era of Globalization*
	3
	New


* Approved by the English, Anthropology, Sociology and Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative Literature departments. 
The UUPC approved the College of Arts and Letters submissions. 

2.    College of Business curricular/course submissions:

a. Business Intelligence Certificate changes:
Business Representative Ethlyn Williams presented a proposal on behalf of Information Technology and Operations Management Acting Director Dr. Tamara Dinev calling for changes to the Business Intelligence (BI) Certificate program to make it more accessible. The changes, approved by the UUPC, read as follows:

To equate the language for eligibility for BI certificate and IS (Information Security) certificate in the program description, the Department of Information Technology and Operations Management (ITOM) proposes the following change to the FAU University Catalog. 

·  Change the language in the BI description to: "The certificate is available to all students." 
· Add at the end the following language: "For non-business majors waiver of prerequisites will be made on a case-by-case basis." 

The program description currently reads:

· In BI: "Students with a major in MIS are not eligible for the certificate of minor." 

· In IS: "The certificate is available to all students." 

· No provision for waiver of prerequisites 

The faculty voted in favor of such changes in the program description on October 15, 2010.
b. Course changes for Business:

Rep. Williams said the College is pulling back the Real Estate major and therefore would like to remove the Real Estate prerequisites for the courses but maintain the Finance prerequisites and enforce a junior standing restriction.  For the MAN course, she said some existing prerequisites overlap, hence the removal.
	MAN 4504
	Operations Management Applications
	3
	Remove a prereq.

	REE 4204
	Real Estate Finance
	3
	Change prereqs.

	REE 4303
	Real Estate Investment
	3
	Change prereqs.


The UUPC approved the College of Business submissions. 
3.    College of Education course submissions:

Representative Elizabeth Villares said Education would like to terminate its Walking course, as it has not been offered in some time. Dean Pratt questioned whether there is a limit on how many such courses can be applied toward graduation, and it appears there is not. 
a. Course changes:
	HSC 4581
	Health Promotion*
	      3
	Remove a prereq.

	PEM 1148
	Walking
	      3
	Terminate


* Approved by the Counselor Education, Curriculum, Culture, and Educational Inquiry, Exceptional Student Education and Teaching and Learning departments.

The UUPC approved the College of Education submissions. 

4. Update from the College for Design and Social Inquiry: 
Representative Ellen Ryan told the committee to expect several submissions at the next meeting.
5. Update from the College of Engineering and Computer Science

Rep. Yong informed the committee that the Department of Ocean and Mechanical Engineering is conducting a search for a new chair. 

6. Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College course submissions:
Representative Chris Strain explained that Honors students work on theses over the course of at least a year, and because of the extensive writing and revising the process entails, the College saw an opportunity to open another option for fulfilling WAC requirements. Dean Pratt asked what would happen if a student did not complete a thesis. Rep. Strain said he imagines the student in that case would not get WAC credit and added that the policy now is for students to take an incomplete with a chance to finish and earn a grade. 
a. Courses changes:
	AMH 4970
	Honors Thesis in American History
	1
	Add WAC

	AMS 4970
	Honors Thesis in American Studies
	1
	Add WAC

	ANT 4970
	Honors Thesis in Anthropology
	1
	Add WAC

	ECO 4970
	Honors Thesis in Economics
	1
	Add WAC

	EVR 4970
	Honors Thesis in Environmental Studies
	1
	Add WAC

	HIS 4971
	Honors Thesis in History
	1
	Add WAC

	IDS 4970
	Honors Interdisciplinary Thesis 
	1
	Add WAC

	LAS 4970
	Honors Thesis in Latin American Studies
	1
	Add WAC

	LIT 4970
	Honors Thesis in Literature
	1
	Add WAC

	MAT 4971
	Honors Thesis in Mathematics
	1
	Add WAC

	PHI 4970
	Honors Thesis in Philosophy
	1
	Add WAC

	PHY 4970
	Honors Thesis in Physics
	1
	Add WAC

	SYG 4970
	Honors Thesis in Sociology
	1
	Add WAC

	WST 4970
	Honors Thesis in Women’s Studies
	1
	Add WAC


* All courses approved by WAC Committee. 

The UUPC approved the Honors College submissions. 

7. Update from the Library
Library Representative Victoria Thur informed the committee that a traveling John Adams exhibit will be stopping at FAU from Jan. 6 through Feb. 17, complete with lectures – one a reenactment of John and Abigail Adams reading love letters.  
8. Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing curricular/course submissions:

a. RN to BSN Track changes
Nursing Representative Joy Longo presented a proposal to remove two General Education Humanities requirements (6 credits) from the RN to BSN Track. She pointed out that the University requires undergraduates to earn Humanities credits and said the current College requirement tacks on significant extra time for these Nursing students. Dean Pratt suggested a Nursing representative attend the Steering and UFS meetings to explain in more detail and assure the proposed policy will not diminish the curriculum. The written proposal, approved by the UUPC, reads as follows (abbreviated):
The RN-BSN Nursing Program prerequisites include 6 credits in Humanities. In the past two years, the University curriculum plan for undergraduates was revised to include 6 credits of Global Citizenship and 6 credits in Creative Expression. 

Please note: Students with an AA degree from a Florida two-year post-secondary program meet these requirements within the context of their AA degree program. 

Most RN-BSN students do not complete prerequisites at FAU. Therefore, the potential to select courses that do not meet the new Global Citizenship and Creative Expression requirements is high; in addition, most RN-BSN students take two courses per semester. Therefore, taken together with the general education requirements, these program specifics indicate the significant potential to increase program length by two semesters. 

Removal of the unspecified Humanities prerequisite requirements brings the total Humanities credits in the RN-BSN Curriculum to 18 for students who do not have an AA degree (6 credits of Global Citizenship, 6 credits in Creative Expression and 6 upper-division Humanities of choice designated in the Upper-Division University Requirements for the program). Together these program requirements maintain the intent for a liberal education in the RN-BSN program. 

b. Course change:
Rep. Longo explained that the proposed new name better reflects new standards in the specialty. The course’s objectives are changing to coincide with others, and the proposed title is compatible with others in the College. 

	NUR 4195
	Hospice and Palliative Care

(New title: Nursing Situations in End of Life Care)
	      3
	Change title and description


The UUPC approved the College of Nursing submissions. 

9. Charles E. Schmidt College of Science curricular/course submissions:
a. Psychobiology BS program curricular changes
Science Substitute Representative Dr. Johanson presented a proposal to rename the Psychobiology degree program “Neuroscience and Behavior” and to alter the curriculum by adding a third concentration in cellular molecular neuroscience and shifting some courses. The Department of Biological Sciences supports these changes. Credits for the program remain at 120. Dr. Johanson said the changes make the degree truly interdisciplinary and take advantage of the University’s growth in the neuroscience field. The proposal, approved by the UUPC, reads as follows:

We propose to change the title of the program from “Psychobiology” to “Neuroscience and Behavior” to better reflect contemporary language and practice in the field that this degree program represents (and for which we intend to train our students).

Also, in response to the expansion of the discipline of neuroscience, we have added a third concentration option to the degree program and have shifted the placement of some courses within the curriculum.

b. Course change:
Dr. Johanson said adding prerequisites will better prepare students for course work. 

	GLY 4830
	Engineering Geology*
	      3
	Add prerequisites


* Approved by the Department of Mathematical Sciences. 

The UUPC approved the College of Science submissions. 

V. Next Meeting/Adjournment

Substitute Chair Yong wished the committee happy holidays and best of luck with final exams.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 18, 2011, from 10 a.m. to noon in SU 132.  All meeting dates can be found on the UUPC’s website.
Substitute Chair Yong adjourned the meeting at 10:46 a.m.
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