University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)         Minutes – November 5, 2010
Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Ann Branaman, AL; Ethlyn Williams, BA; Ellen Ryan, CDSI; Yan Yong, EG; Chris Strain, HC; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Maria Jennings and Risa Polansky, Registrar’s Office. 
Members absent: Elizabeth Villares, ED. Substitute: Peggy Goldstein; Joy Longo, NU. Substitute: Marguerite Purnell; Victoria Thur, Library. No substitute. 

Special guests: Yashwant Bhagwanji, ED.
Chair Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.
I. Minutes and Announcements


1.  Minutes: The minutes of the October 1, 2010 meeting were reviewed and approved.

2.  Announcements/Discussion:

a. Observing that none of the submitted syllabi had the correct link for the Code of Academic Integrity -http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf- the committee agreed to consider the proposed courses/changes despite the error but voted that, beginning next meeting, any proposed new course/course change with a syllabus including the incorrect link will be tabled and sent back to the department. Chair Jerry Haky encouraged representatives to pass the message to faculty and to check syllabi before submitting them to the UUPC.
b. Chair Haky informed the committee that the University Faculty Senate’s (UFS) Steering Committee returned to the UUPC the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science proposal passed in October regarding transient work (proposal: after students matriculate into the College, transient work would not be permitted except in “unusual circumstances,” which would require an academic petition showing justification). To answer concerns, the UUPC voted to send the proposal back to the College (Ingrid Johanson) to further explain in writing the intent as well as plans for implementation and for handling exceptions. Chair Haky pointed out that the College of Business enforces the same policy. The president, he added, would like to see more University-wide rules rather than different policies enforced by individual colleges.
c. A concern arose in the Steering Committee regarding the UUPC’s discussion of items before voting. Chair Haky assured Steering that the UUPC takes care to consider and discuss all items before voting, and that the committee has approved prerequisite additions and removals in about equal number. 
d. After questions arose regarding an inconsistent absence policy reflected in the syllabus for ENC 2210, the UUPC requested the University’s absence policies in writing to include in syllabi. According to the University Catalog, they read as follows:

Attendance
Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. The effect of absences upon grades is determined by the instructor, and the University reserves the right to deal at any time with individual cases of nonattendance.

Students are responsible for arranging to make up work missed because of legitimate class absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military obligation, court-imposed legal obligations or participation in University-approved activities. Examples of University-approved reasons for absences include participating on an athletic or scholastic team, musical and theatrical performances and debate activities. It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absence and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct result of such absence.

Religious Accommodation
In accordance with rules of the Florida Board of Education and Florida law, students have the right to reasonable accommodations from the University in order to observe religious practices and beliefs with regard to admissions, registration, class attendance and the scheduling of examinations and work assignments.

Students who wish to be excused from course work, class activities or examinations must notify the instructor in advance of their intention to participate in religious observation and request an excused absence. The instructor will provide a reasonable opportunity to make up such excused absences.

Any student who feels aggrieved regarding religious accommodations may present a grievance to the director of Equal Opportunity Programs. Any such grievances will follow Florida Atlantic University’s established grievance procedure regarding alleged discrimination.
II. Old Business

1. Tabled item: THE 4334 – Verse Text, a new course tabled in September and October after being submitted on the incorrect form, was resubmitted as Acting Shakespeare and passed by the UUPC. 
III. New Business: University-Wide
 

1. Change in suspension policy for second-year students in the Academic and Career Enhancement for Second-Year Students (AcCESS) program

Dean of Undergraduate Studies Edward Pratt proposed revising the University’s suspension policy to incorporate a facet of the new, grant-funded AcCESS program geared toward retaining more students in their second year. Dean Pratt explained via email that suspended second-year students with a GPA between 1.5 and 1.9 will be allowed to re-enroll if they complete a learning contract with an AcCESS academic advisor.  The contract requires students to meet bi-weekly with an AcCESS academic advisor, attend study skills and career workshops and hold mandatory tutoring sessions.  The proposed change, approved by the UUPC through an email vote, reads as follows: 

Suspension and Dismissal
An undergraduate student on academic probation who fails to earn a 2.0 average in all work attempted in any term and who has a cumulative average of lower than 2.0 at Florida Atlantic University will be suspended from the University. The undergraduate is eligible to apply for re-admission after a minimum of one semester and, if permitted to return, will be re-admitted on academic probation due to previous suspension or previous dismissal. (The one-semester suspension will be waived only for students in their second year who have enrolled in the AcCESS program in the Office of Undergraduate Studies.) If at any time after having once been suspended or dismissed an undergraduate on probation has a term and cumulative average below 2.0, the student will be dismissed from the University. A dismissed student may not re-enter the University except through the approval of the student’s college. If a student is seeking to be admitted to a college different from the original college, the consent of the college into which the student seeks to be re-admitted is required. Appeals for re-entry are not considered unless the student has been out of the University for at least one year.

IV. New Business from the Colleges

1. Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters curricular/course submissions:
a. Change in degree requirements for B.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts & Humanities and Social Science
Representative Ann Branaman presented a proposal to revise requirements for the College’s interdisciplinary degree programs. After questions about intent and effectiveness arose during UUPC discussion (which also included suggestions such as providing greater program focus through advising), Rep. Branaman agreed to put an explanation in writing to submit to Steering and UFS. Her written explanation and the proposed changes, approved by the UUPC, read as follows:

Background

During the past three academic years, under the charge of our College dean, [the Arts and Letters] Undergraduate Programs Committee has undergone a lengthy process of reviewing and considering possible improvements to our two college interdisciplinary degree programs, the Social Science and the Arts & Humanities interdisciplinary degree programs. Our charge to undergo this review and revision process was based on a number of concerns of chairs and faculty in several of our academic units.  The perceived lack of rigor and coherence in these programs was primary among these, as was the perception that these programs were programs of last resort for students who had failed in other colleges and degree programs. Not only did some of us question the rigor of these programs, but we also noted that large numbers of these students taking courses in our college disciplinary programs contributed to a preponderance of students in upper-division courses with minimal background in the particular discipline as well as a swelling of enrollment demand that often blocked access to these courses by our disciplinary majors.

Over the past three academic years, we have considered several possible solutions to these problems, including: abolishing these programs, restricting these programs to highly motivated students who develop and attain approval for a focused course of interdisciplinary study under the guidance of a college faculty member, raising entrance requirements to a 3.0 or 2.5 GPA. After extensive discussion, we concluded that none of these courses of action were viable. Nonetheless, the concern among department chairs and faculty in the college about the lack of rigor and coherence of these programs persisted. The final proposal our committee agreed upon represents an effort to improve the rigor and coherence of these programs without taking the more drastic measures that we believe would create unnecessary roadblocks in students’ efforts to earn their B.A. degrees. 


Proposed new requirements and rationale:

1. A total of 39 credits are required, exclusive of general education courses; 30 of these credits must be upper division; 3 of these credits must be in research methods or theory.

Change: Currently, the Arts & Humanities BA degree requires no methods or theory, while the Social Sciences BA degree requires 6 credits of research methods. The list of possible research methods courses in the current catalog, however, includes theory courses.   

Rationale: We concluded that a requirement of 3 credits in either theory or research methods should be added for the Arts & Humanities program (given the several theory courses offered in the Arts & Humanities disciplines) and that 3 credits should be sufficient for the Social Science program in either theory or methods (since social science theory courses are currently listed as possible methods courses for Social Science students). This single change, incidentally, creates uniformity in the requirements for both programs. 
2. At least two different disciplines must be represented.

Change: Currently, the requirement is that three different disciplines be represented and that no more than 15 credits be earned in any one discipline.

Rationale: We want to offer students the possibility of completing an interdisciplinary program of study involving only two different disciplines. We think this is one possible way by which a student could attain a more coherent program of study. While most of our college’s minors require only 15 credits, some require 18. 

3. A minor or certificate program must be declared and completed.  

Change: Currently, there is no requirement that students complete a minor or certificate program.  Instead, students are currently required to complete at least 12 credits in a single discipline.

Rationale: We believe that the requirement of completion of a minor or certificate program would enhance the coherence of the interdisciplinary programs.  Most of the disciplines in our college require no specific courses that could impede a student’s progress. Further, the existing certificate programs are essentially faculty-devised interdisciplinary programs; by design, they provide a thematic coherence to students’ program of study.  

4. Students must earn a “C” or better in all courses applied toward major requirements.

This requirement is consistent with current requirements.

b. New courses and course change for Arts and Letters:

	ENC 2210
	Writing for the Technical Professions*
	3
	New and WAC

	FRW 3102
	French Civilization and Literature: Middle Ages to Revolution
	3
	New

	JST 4144
	The Dead Sea Scrolls**
	3
	New

	MUN 2820
	Brazilian Percussion Ensemble 
	1
	Change description


* Course is for students in the College of Engineering and Computer Science Innovation Leadership Honors Program. (WAC approval, missing at meeting, was received the next day. The absence policy issue in the syllabus was also addressed and removed from the syllabus.) 

**Approved by the History Department.
The UUPC voted to table a proposal to change LAS 3002 pending General Education authorization and approved the remainder of the College of Arts and Letters submissions. 

2. College of Business course submissions:

a. Course change:
Representative Ethlyn Williams said the department is proposing additional prerequisites that were not included when the course was created. 

	ECO 4402
	  Game Theory and Applications
	3
	Add prereqs.


The UUPC approved the College of Business submission. 

3. College of Engineering and Computer Science course submissions:

a. New courses:
Representative Yan Yong said these classes have been taught as special topics and are now being proposed as formal courses. 

	CGN 4321
	GIS for Civil Engineering Applications
	      3
	New

	CWR 4307
	Stormwater Modeling and Management
	      3
	New


The UUPC approved the College of Engineering and Computer Science submissions. 

4. Update from the College for Design and Social Inquiry: 
Representative Ellen Ryan reported that the College is crafting an interdisciplinary program to accommodate students who don’t meet GPA requirements for other degree programs. There have been questions regarding course prefixes and state guidelines for how courses are named, as well as how FTEs are affected (a course from Architecture that Criminal Justice would like to offer sparked the discussion). It was explained that prefixes don’t denote which department owns a class, but actually reflect the course’s content. There cannot be two courses with the same title, number and content but different prefixes.  Some worry that a prefix from a different department could confuse students or affect FTEs. In that case, a possible solution is proposing a new course with a different title and slightly different content, or giving the course an IDS (Interdisciplinary Studies) prefix. However, there are many cases of course “sharing” across the University, including a joint master’s degree program between Business and Engineering that includes courses with various prefixes housed in both colleges. Chair Haky pointed out that advisors can answer questions and point students toward the correct courses. Rep. Ryan said she will keep the committee updated as decisions are made. 
5. Update from the Honors College:
Representative Chris Strain told the UUPC to expect a slate of courses for WAC approval at the next meeting. 

6. Update from the College of Nursing:

Substitute Representative Marguerite Purnell said the College is developing an online syllabus template to ensure all syllabi in the College contain all necessary information and to ensure that information is updated and accurate. The College is also creating standards for justifying and explaining proposed course and curriculum changes and additions. Chair Haky applauded Nursing for leading the colleges in this arena and suggested that other colleges might adopt similar systems should the initiatives prove successful.
V. Next Meeting/Adjournment

Though Chair Haky and others expect to be absent, the next meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2010, from 10 a.m. to noon in SU 223 (note change in meeting room).  All meeting dates can be found on the UUPC’s website.
Chair Haky adjourned the meeting at 11:34 a.m.
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