University Undergraduate Programs Committee (UUPC)             Minutes – March 18, 2011

Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Ann Branaman, AL; Ethlyn Williams, BA; Ellen Ryan, CDSI; Elizabeth Villares, ED; Yan Yong, EG; Chris Strain, HC; Joy Longo, NU; Victoria Thur, Library; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Risa Polansky, Registrar’s Office. 

Special guests: Deborah Minney, Assistant Provost and Director, Freshman Academic Advising; Susan Reilly, Director of the School of Communication and Multimedia Studies; Michael Brady, Chair and Professor, Exceptional Student Education; Michael Whitehurst, Professor of Exercise Science and Health Promotion; Sharon Darling, Associate Professor, Exceptional Student Education; Charles Dukes, Associate Professor, Exceptional Student Education; Peggy Goldstein, Associate Professor, Exceptional Student Education.

Chair Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

I. Minutes and Announcements
1. Minutes: The minutes of the February 18, 2011 meeting were reviewed and approved.

2. Announcements/Discussion
a. The Core Curriculum Committee will consider General Education Proposals submitted until April 8, 2011. The Committee will continue to accept proposals following that date but will be unable to consider them until spring of 2012 due to the ongoing review of General Education courses. 
b. IRM is looking into including student photos next to names on class lists for professors for security reasons – i.e. to prevent incidents such as students taking tests for each other – and to aid professors in identifying and getting to know their students. Honors College Representative Chris Strain raised a question about security of the students’ photos; Dean of Undergraduate Studies Ed Pratt assured that will be a priority.
II. Old Business
1. Communication and Multimedia Studies admissions policy/procedures change
After it was tabled last month awaiting approval at the College level, which was received, Communication and Multimedia Studies Director Susan Reilly presented a proposal to create Communication and Multimedia Studies pre-majors to make the admissions process for transfer students fairer and friendlier, which the UUPC approved. Dr. Reilly’s full written explanation and proposal read as follows: 
Admissions Procedures: Communication Studies and Multimedia Studies 
Presently, when students transfer to FAU from community colleges, they indicate on the online application form that they wish to be enrolled in either the Communication Studies major or the Multimedia Studies major. When they attempt to enroll in courses in those majors with overall GPAs below 2.5, the School of Communication and Multimedia Studies sends them an e-mail message informing them that they are being dropped from the major because they don’t have the required overall GPA of 2.5. This is not a very welcoming process and students are justifiably upset.

I [Susan Reilly] spoke with Marc Rhorer in the College of Business in order to find out how they deal with transfer students, since they have a required overall GPA of 2.5, too.  He informed me of their pre-major process. A modification of their process would work well for us and be less hostile to incoming students. Hence, I propose that the selection of Communication Studies and Multimedia Studies as majors be replaced by Communication Studies Pre-major and Multimedia Studies Pre-Major.

Pre–majors will have to attain the following things in order to obtain admission to the majors:

1. Complete the pre-communication studies or pre-multimedia studies foundation coursework with a minimum grade of “C” in each course;

2. The Multimedia Journalism sequence requires students to pass a spelling, grammar and punctuation test offered in the Testing Center throughout the year.

3. Fulfill the Florida CLAS requirements;

4. Complete the Intellectual Foundations Core, including ENG 1101 and 1102;

5. Attain a minimum overall GPA of 2.5 at the time of application to the major;

6. When the above requirements have been met, see the Communication and Multimedia Studies advisor to change from a pre-major to a major.
                

These admissions procedures will be effective starting in the fall of 2011, but will not apply to students already accepted for fall 2011. Those students admitted to the majors with below a 2.5 GPA will receive an e-mail letter dropping them from the majors when they arrive in the fall. Transfer students who have completed their AA degrees and have GPAs of 2.5 and above with be admitted immediately by the SCMS advisor.

Pre-Communication Studies coursework:
SPC 2053 – Introduction to Communication and Civic Life
SPC 2608 – Public Speaking

Pre-Multimedia Studies coursework:
FIL 2000 – Film Appreciation (Film, Video and New Media majors) or
MMC 1540 – Introduction to Media Studies (Multimedia Journalism)

Multimedia Journalism pre-majors must also pass the required Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation Test offered at the Testing Center throughout the year.

This is not a change in either B.A. curriculum. It is a request to have the tab in the online form that transfer students use to enroll at FAU read Communication Studies pre-major or Multimedia Studies pre-major. This would allow the SCMS to stop sending e-mails to transfer students with GPAs lower than 2.5, after they have matriculated at FAU, that they are dropped from the major because they don’t have the GPA necessary for admission.
2.     Interdisciplinary Studies degree requirements changes

After the UUPC tabled the original proposal, requesting a revised version requiring a core area rather than a minor, Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters Representative Ann Branaman presented a new proposal to alter the College’s Interdisciplinary Studies programs to add structure and intentionality. The Committee asked that this version be revised to remove any mention of minors or certificates and replace with “area of concentration.”  Rep. Branaman assured the Committee that the concept was the intent from the beginning and agreed to the wording change. The UUPC approved the item pending the changes. The full, revised policies can be found below. 

Interdisciplinary Studies: Arts & Humanities Degree requirements:

1. 39 credits; 30 must be upper division.

2. Students are required to choose, in consultation with an advisor, an area of concentration in which they earn 15 or more credits, with a minimum of 12 upper-division credits.  Students must develop an approved plan of study with an advisor within their area of concentration. Students should seek advising and approval of a plan of study prior to or as they begin their program of study.

3. No more than 18 credits from any one discipline.

4. Must earn a “C” or better in all courses applied toward the major.

5. If the student is seeking a double major, no more than 9 credits from the disciplinary major may be applied to the interdisciplinary major. 


Students must choose an area of concentration and take courses from the following disciplines or interdisciplinary programs:  Asian studies; Caribbean and Latin American Studies; Classical Studies; Communication and Multimedia Studies; English; Ethnic Studies; Film and Video Studies; History; Jewish Studies; Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative Literature; Music; Peace Studies; Philosophy; Religious Studies; Theatre and Dance; Visual Arts and Art History; and Women’s Studies.  In consultation with and with approval by the concentration area advisor, appropriate courses from other disciplines may be approved.

Interdisciplinary Studies: Social Science Degree requirements:

1. 39 credits; 30 must be upper division.

2. Students are required to choose, in consultation with an advisor, an area of concentration in which they earn 15 or more credits, with a minimum of 12 upper-division credits.  Students must develop an approved plan of study with an advisor within their area of concentration. Students should seek advising and approval of a plan of study prior to or as they begin their program of study.

3. No more than 18 credits from any one discipline.

4. Must earn a “C” or better in all courses applied toward the major.

5. If the student is seeking a double major, no more than 9 credits from the disciplinary major may be applied to the interdisciplinary major. 


Students must choose one of the following as their core area of concentration: Anthropology, Communication Studies, Environmental Studies, Ethnic Studies, History, Peace Studies, Political Science, Sociology and Women’s Studies.  In consultation with and with approval by their concentration area advisor, students will complete a program of study that may include courses from any of these disciplines or programs as well as appropriate courses from other social science disciplines (Economics, Geography and Psychology) across the University and/or other disciplines or programs within the College of Arts and Letters.

3. New Minor in Entrepreneurship
College of Business Representative Ethlyn Williams presented a proposal for a new Entrepreneurship minor, noting in response to the UUPC’s questions of last month that it fulfills the University’s minimum 12-credit policy in that the full Business core is also required, as only non-Management Business majors are eligible for the minor. The proposal, which the UUPC approved, reads as follows:
The Entrepreneurship minor is designed for non-Management Business majors. Completion of the business core courses is required for the Entrepreneurship minor in addition to the three courses indicated below, all of which must be completed with a grade of "C" or better:
	Entrepreneurship
	ENT 4024
	3

	Advanced Business Planning
	ENT 4114
	3

	Intellectual Property Law
	BUL 4514
	3


These three courses used for the Entrepreneurship minor, in addition to the business core, may not count toward other Business major or College core requirements. At least two of those courses (6 credits) must be taken in residence at FAU. The acknowledgment of the minor is official upon successful completion of a College of Business degree program.
4. Exercise Science and Health Promotion GPA increase
Exercise Science and Health Promotion’s Michael Whitehurst presented a proposal to increase the minimum GPA requirement for admission to the Exercise Science and Health Promotion program from the current 2.0 to 2.5. Dr. Whitehurst explained that students who fall below that standard tend to repeat courses, take longer to graduate and can cause a drag on resources. The new, higher bar could help maintain and attract stronger students, he said. The UUPC tabled the proposal last month, requesting related alternative majors for students who would not be able to get into the program, among other data, which the department provided. The Committee questioned the list of proposed fallback majors, including Physics, predicting that more viable options would be needed for the proposal to pass final muster. Members also raised concerns about hiking admissions standards to the point where students are boxed out of admission to all majors. Representative Joy Longo announced that Nursing is working on a Health Studies program. After much discussion, Dr. Whitehurst asked that the UUPC table the item for further development, adding that the Nursing option sounds viable. 
In reference to the discussion above, Rep. Strain pointed out that the UUPC should make its decisions with students in mind based on the goal of maintaining academic standards. Predictions of future approval or disapproval by other committees and officials should not affect how the UUPC votes. The committee agreed, with Chair Haky adding that the UUPC procedurally should make an effort to strengthen proposals when needed or appropriate with the aim of securing necessary approvals at other levels in the governance process.
5. Tabled course: PET 3050
The UUPC approved the proposal to change the title and description of PET 3050, now called Motor Learning and Control, to Neurophysiology of Human Movement, after tabling it last month because of needed signatures.  Dr. Whitehurst noted that he requested Psychology’s approval about four weeks prior but had not yet received it, which Chair Haky said qualified as consent given the amount of time. 
6. Tabled course: CGN 4041
This course remains tabled by the UUPC.
7. Tabled course: PCB 4023
This course remains tabled by the UUPC.
III.  New Business: University-Wide

1. Academic Notice, Freshman Warning, Academic Probation policy change
Dean Pratt asked that the UUPC table a proposal to introduce an “academic notice” status for first-time-in-college students who begin in the summer and earn an FAU GPA below a 2.0. He said the University would like to instate such a policy but more time is needed to finesse it and work out how designations are applied. 
2. Rescind the “Deferred Probation, Suspension and Dismissal” policy
Because rescinding this policy is tied to instating the now-tabled proposed policy above, Dean Pratt asked that it also be tabled.  
3. Declaration of Major Revisions policy change
Dean Pratt presented a proposal to decrease the number of credit hours students may accrue before they are required to declare a major or pre-major, a change aimed at getting students on track expediently. Amendment: Business Representative Ethlyn Williams asked that it be noted that during the meeting she questioned whether this change would have a negative impact on any of the colleges and was told it would not. The proposed policy and its rationale, approved by the UUPC, read as follows:
Deadline for Declaring a Major
Students who have not chosen a major or pre-major must declare a major or pre-major during the semester in which they reach 72  45 credits.  Transfer students who matriculate with 45 or more credits must declare a major or pre-major during their first semester at FAU.  Upon earning 72  credits, Students reaching this threshold will not be able to register for courses until a major or pre-major is has been declared. Once approved by the college in which the chosen major is housed, students should complete an Application for Undergraduate Change of College/Change of Major/Minor Change form and submit the form to the Registrar’s Office for final action. Forms are available online at http://www.fau.edu/registrar/forms.php the Registrar’s Office and in most college offices.  Students with a pre-major must declare a major by the semester in which they reach 60 credits.
Proposal:  It has been proposed to change the requirement from 72 credit hours to 45 credit hours.  The intent of moving up the requirement is to encourage students to make timely progress toward graduation by choosing a path of study and taking appropriate courses in their chosen program.  The desired outcome is improved retention rates and increased graduation rates. 

4. Suspension and Dismissal policy change
Dean Pratt presented a proposal to revise the University’s undergraduate Suspension and Dismissal policy to offer better guidance for students who return after suspension. The proposed policy, approved by the UUPC, appears below along with the current policy. 
Current Policy:
Suspension and Dismissal
An undergraduate student on academic probation who fails to earn a 2.0 average in all work attempted in any term and who has a cumulative average of lower than 2.0 at Florida Atlantic University will be suspended from the University. The undergraduate is eligible to apply for re-admission after a minimum of one semester and, if permitted to return, will be re-admitted on academic probation due to previous suspension or previous dismissal. (The one-semester suspension will be waived for students in their second year who have enrolled in the AcCESS Program in the Office of Undergraduate Studies.) If at any time after having once been suspended or dismissed an undergraduate on probation has a term and cumulative average below 2.0, the student will be dismissed from the University. A dismissed student may not re-enter the University except through the approval of the student’s college. If a student is seeking to be admitted to a college different from the original college, the consent of the college into which the student seeks to be re-admitted is required. Appeals for re-entry are not considered unless the student has been out of the University for at least one year.

Revised Policy:
Suspension and Dismissal
An undergraduate student on academic probation who fails to earn a 2.0 average in all work attempted in any term and who has a cumulative average of lower than 2.0 at Florida Atlantic University will be suspended from the University. If at any time after having once been suspended, an undergraduate student who fails to earn a 2.0 average in all work attempted in any term and who has a cumulative average of lower than 2.0 at Florida Atlantic University, he or she will be dismissed from the University.

Returning after Suspension
A suspended student is eligible to re-enroll after a minimum of one semester and will return on academic probation due to previous suspension. All students returning from suspension are required to meet with an academic advisor, at which time the terms of re-enrollment will be specified. Students suspended with 59 or fewer earned credits will meet with an AcCESS academic advisor. AcCESS Program information may be found in the Student Services and Activities section in this catalog. Students with 60 or more earned credits will meet with an academic advisor in their college. 

Returning after Dismissal 
A dismissed student, after a minimum of one year away from the University, may seek reentry by reapplying to the University for readmission and petitioning for approval from the student’s college.  If a student is seeking to be admitted to a college different from the original college, the approval of the college into which the student seeks to be re-admitted is required.  If at any time after having once been dismissed, an undergraduate student has a term and cumulative average below 2.0, he or she will be dismissed from the University permanently.
IV. New Business from the Colleges
1. Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters new courses and course changes 
Deborah Minney of Freshman Academic Advising proposed SLS 1503, Learning Strategies and Human Development, be increased from 1 to 2 credits to allow for more engagement with students, more independent learning activities and more focus on the academic aspects of the course. Dean Pratt agreed another credit is needed for students to take the course more seriously and for it to become more effective (though students who take it already tend to perform better than those who don’t, Ms. Minney pointed out).

Rep. Branaman explained that because Communication changed its introductory course, the department is seeking several prerequisite changes. She said the students sought the proposed Artist Management course.  The new Beginning Spanish for Heritage Speakers addresses the issue that the existing level-one course has proven difficult; creating a new beginner’s version necessitated changes to the existing two courses to create a three-level series.
	COM 3405
	Human Communication Theory
	3
	Change prereqs.

	ENG 4940
	English Internship
	3

(1-6)
	Change credits

	FOL 3880
	Research and Bibliographic Methods
	3
	Change descript.

	MUM 4724*
	Artist Management

	2
	New

	SPC 3233
	Classical Rhetoric
	3
	Change prereqs.

	SPC 3235
	Contemporary Rhetoric
	3
	Change prereqs.

	SPC 3717
	Intercultural Theory
	3
	Change prereqs.

	SPC 4271
	Communication, Democracy, and Civic Engagement
	3
	Change prereqs., regis. controls

	SPC 4680
	Rhetorical Criticism
	3
	Change prereqs.

	SLS 1503
	Learning Strategies and Human Development
	1

  (2)
	Change credits

	SPN 1340
	Beginning Spanish for Heritage Speakers
	4
	New

	SPN 2340 (SPN 2341)
	Spanish for Heritage Speakers 1
(Intermediate Spanish for Heritage Speakers)
	4
	Change number, title, prereqs., description

	SPN 3343
	Spanish for Heritage Speakers 2
(Advanced Spanish for Heritage Speakers)
	4
	Change title, prereqs., description

	SPN 4410
(SPN 3410)
	Advanced Spanish: Oral Expression
(Advanced Spanish: Conversation)
	4
	Change level and title


H
*Approved by the College of Business

The UUPC approved the College of Arts and Letters course submissions. 

2. College of Business curricular/course submissions

a. Hospitality Management Changes 
Rep. Williams presented a proposal to rearrange the core and elective options for the Hospitality Management major, shifting Excellence in Guest Service Management (HFT 4240) from the electives to the core. This would result in six major courses (up from the current five) and a required six elective credits (down from today’s nine) from a choice of four courses (formerly five). The total number of credits, 21, would remain. The UUPC approved the proposal.
b. The UUPC tabled a change in prerequisites to HFT 3603, Principles of Hospitality Law, as Rep. Williams said the department had a change of heart in terms of keeping the Business Law prerequisite.
3. College for Design and Social Inquiry new courses 
Representative Ellen Ryan presented proposals for three new courses, two in Architecture that deal with environmentally friendly and safe building, and one in Social Work that has been taught in the past and needs a permanent number. 
	ARC 3610
	Environmental Technology 1
	3
	New

	ARC 4620
	Environmental Technology 2
	3
	New

	SOW 4281
	Legislative Advocacy in Social Work
	3
	New


The UUPC approved the College for Design and Social Inquiry course submissions. 
4. College of Education course changes
Associate Professor of Exceptional Student Education Peggy Goldstein presented a proposal to add General Education designation to EEX 2091, Disability and Society, which the Core Curriculum Committee had agreed to that morning in light of its new policy to continue processing such requests through mid-April. Representative Elizabeth Villares explained that, as far as the Exercise Physiology courses, the department would like the lecture and lab to be corequisites. 
	EEX 2091
	Disability and Society
	3
	Add General Education

	PET 3050*
	Motor Learning and Control
(Neurophysiology of Human Movement)
	3
	Change title and description

	PET 3102
	Introduction to Exercise Science and Health Promotion
	3
	Change prereqs.

	PET 4351
	Exercise Physiology
	3
	Add corequisite

	PET 4351L
	Exercise Physiology Lab
	1
	Add corequisite


*Approved by the Department of Psychology and all Education departments 
The UUPC approved the College of Education course submissions. 

5. College of Engineering and Computer Science new course
On behalf of Representative Yan Yong, who had to leave early, Chair Haky explained that the new course would offer students credit for working in the engineering field. 
	CGN 3949*
	Civil Engineering Co-op
	1
	New


*Approved by the Chemistry Department

The UUPC approved the College of Engineering course submission. 

6. College of Nursing new course
The UUPC tabled the proposed NUR 4816, Nursing Situations: Undergraduate Honors in Nursing Seminar Grounded in Caring, as Representative Joy Longo noted that Nursing is still awaiting approval for its honors program. 
V.  
Next Meeting/Adjournment

The next meeting is scheduled for April 22, 2011, from 10 a.m. to noon.  All meeting dates can be found on the UUPC’s website.

Chair Haky adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m.
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