
University Undergraduate Programs Committee         Meeting Minutes – November 6, 2009
Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Ann Branaman, AL; Anita Pennathur, BA; Ellen Ryan, CAUPA; Peggy Goldstein, ED; Yan Yong, EG; Miguel Vasquez, HC; Joy Longo, NU; Victoria Thur, Library; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Elissa Rudolph and Maria Jennings, Registrar’s Office. 
Special Guest: Gary Salivar, Assistant Dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science
Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. He welcomed the special guest and committee members.
I. 
Minutes and Announcements

1.
The minutes of the Oct. 2, 2009, meeting were reviewed and approved.


2.
Distance Learning Committee: Chair Haky reported that as a result of the UUPC’s inquiry regarding a lack of guidelines for distance learning courses, the United Faculty Senate has reconvened the University’s Distance Learning Committee with Dean Ed Pratt at the helm. Dean Pratt added that the committee will create basic guidelines for professors interested in offering distance learning courses. He asked UUPC members to direct any issues regarding distance learning to his attention.
II.
Old Business


1.
 Requiring New Honors College Courses to be Approved by the Honors Council
At the October meeting, Miguel Vazquez, UUPC representative for the Honors College, offered to discuss the UUPC’s recommendation for the Honors College new course review with the Honors College Faculty Council and the Honors Council. Specifically, Vazquez was going to ask if the review process could be streamlined by having just the Honors Council chair review the new courses (after they have been approved by the college’s faculty council) instead of having the full committee review them. This is the procedure followed by the Honors College for approval of its writing-intensive courses through the Writing Across Curriculum Committee.


At this November meeting, Vazquez explained that he discussed the issue with the college’s faculty council and that body has agreed to follow any procedure requested by the Honors Council. Vazquez was not able to meet with the Honors Council chair as he is out of the country. He assured Haky that the chair would email him with an answer as soon as he returned that following week. 




Haky expressed his concern that this issue has gone unresolved for several months now. He asked Vazquez to ensure it is resolved by the UUPC’s December meeting, otherwise the UUPC will vote to determine a resolution without the Honors Council’s input. 

2.
Rationale for Creation of New Architecture Courses

Haky questioned the CAUPA rep. at the last meeting regarding Architecture’s creation of six new courses in light of budget constraints. Ellen Ryan returned with a response this meeting indicating that the courses have been running as electives and could no longer run with special topics numbers. She added that the School of Architecture has the resources in place to continue 

running these courses as they are essentially existing courses, and the two new Architecture courses on the agenda for this meeting fall under this same rationale. 
III.
New Business University-Wide
1. 
Syllabus Committee

Dean Pratt informed the group that the Syllabus Committee, chaired by Gail Wisan, the University’s Assessment Director, will use the Provost’s memo of syllabus requirements as its starting point with the goal of creating University-wide syllabus guidelines. Pratt said he has found many inconsistencies among syllabi, and one of the problems is with course objectives. He said the word “understanding” should not be in the objectives because understanding can’t be evaluated. The objectives need to include active verbs. 
Gary Salivar, Assistant Dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science, interjected regarding the language in the objectives. He said that many engineering objectives include the language “ability to understand” because that is what the college’s accrediting agency requires. The college is simply matching what the accrediting agency prefers. Haky added that for Engineering’s example the required language should stay in, but other points may be added to strengthen the language in the objectives. Dean Pratt will present the committee’s recommendations at a future meeting.
  

2. Honor Code Revisions

Dean Pratt announced that he will present revisions to the University’s Honor Code and grade review procedures at the next UUPC meeting and at the next UGPC meeting.

IV.
New Business from the Colleges

1. New courses from the College of Architecture, Urban and Public Affairs:
	ARC 4183
	Digital Fabrication
	3
	New

	ARC 4761
	Contemporary Design Theories
	3
	New



UUPC approved the CAUPA courses.

2.
 New course and course change from the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters:
	HIS 3150
	Introduction to Historical Study

(new title: Historical Methods)
	3
	Change title and registration controls

	LIT 4244
	Major Writers of World Literature in English
	3
	New



UUPC approved the Arts and Letters courses.

3.
Course changes from the College of Business:
	HSC 3002
(HSA 3002)
	Introduction to Health Professions
	3
	Change prefix to HSA

	HSC 4640
(HSA 4423)
	Health Law
	3
	Change prefix  and number

	MAR 4803
	Marketing Strategy
	3
	Change prereqs.

	RMI 4353
	Corporate Risk Management: A Quantitative Approach
	3
	Change prereqs. and description

	RMI 4423
	Enterprise Risk Management and Corporate Governance: Qualitative Analysis
	3
	Change description and remove prereqs.


The College of Business rep. tabled one item, revisions to the structure of the Gerontology Certificate, because the college is still working out the details.
UUPC approved the Business course changes.

4.
The College of Engineering and Computer Science presented a proposal to create a Pre-Engineering Program effective spring 2011. Assistant Dean Gary Salivar informed the group that all freshmen and transfer students who express interest in any of the engineering/computer science programs within the college will be admitted as Pre-engineering students. They will receive common advising while they are in the program and will apply for admission to a particular engineering/computer science program after they have completed the requirements. These include 22 credits of initial course work (common for all programs) with a grade of “C” or better in each course and a GPA in the 22 credits of 2.5 or greater. Students who do not meet the GPA requirement will have the ability to appeal to a Pre-professional Appeals Committee. 
Salivar explained this program is similar to the pre-nursing and pre-business programs and is needed because the college has found freshman and transfer students with engineering interests are not staying on track as well as they should be. The idea is that by providing advising with an engineering focus early on, the students will take their freshman year studies more seriously and be better prepared for their major. This sends a message that a certain level of performance is required to get admitted to an engineering major.
Haky questioned if the courses in the program will be taught by professors in the college’s new pre-professional unit. Salivar assured Haky that the professors in that unit will not be teaching the courses. The unit was put together to create the pre-professional program, not to teach its courses.

Dean Pratt wondered if requiring students to complete the 22 credits with a 2.5 GPA before being allowed to take courses in the major will keep students from graduating sooner. Salivar replied that this program will help the students stay on track. In their sophomore year, students who meet the program requirements are moved by their advisor to the active major. Students who did not meet the requirements can appeal or are forced to re-think their intended major. Through data from the University’s IEA office, the college has found that only 17 percent 

of students have graduated with an engineering degree when their GPA in the required courses was lower than a 2.5. 
This plan has been discussed with the Director of Undergraduate Admissions for coordination with its proposed implementation.

New courses and course changes from the College of Engineering and Computer Science:
	EGN 2095*
	Engineering Chemistry
	3
	New

	EGN 2095L*
	Engineering Chemistry Lab
	1
	New

	EML 4380
	System Dynamics
	3
	Change prereqs.


* Approved by the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.

The College of Engineering and Computer Science rep. tabled the prerequisite changes for EML 4534.
UUPC approved the Pre-Engineering Program and the Engineering courses in the table.


5.
Course changes from the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College:
	CHM 3052
	Honors Environmental Chemistry Lab
	3
	New


UUPC approved the Honors College course.


6.
Report from the Library

Victoria Thur reported that the library has cancelled its 360 Search program and has a new program in place that searches not only the library catalog, but also searches for articles. At this time, FAU is the only school in the state to have this new search program.

V.
Next Meeting/Adjournment
The next UUPC meeting will be Friday, December 4, 10 a.m. to noon in SU 223. The meeting adjourned at 11 a.m.
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