
University Undergraduate Programs Committee         Meeting Minutes – September 4, 2009
Members present: Chair Jerry Haky, SC; Ann Branaman, AL; Anita Pennathur, BA; Ellen Ryan, CAUPA; Peggy Goldstein, ED; Yan Yong, EG; Joy Longo, NU; Victoria Thur, Library; Dean Edward Pratt, Undergraduate Studies; Elissa Rudolph and Maria Jennings, Registrar’s Office. Absent: Miguel Vasquez, HC.

Special Guests: Barbara Ridener and Patty Kirsch, College of Education.
Jerry Haky called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and welcomed the special guests.
I. 
Call to Order


1.
Election of UUPC Chair for 2009-2010 academic year: Jerry Haky offered to serve as chair once again and was unanimously approved.

2.
Minutes: The minutes of the April 3, 2009, meeting were reviewed and approved.

II.
Old Business


1.
 The College of Business items tabled at the April meeting because the rep. was not able to attend were presented at this meeting. The changes include: A) ECP 2002, Contemporary Economic Issues, make this course a General Education course; B) ISM 2000, Information System Fundamentals, change the course description; C) add the elective RMI 4423, Insurance/Reinsurance: Global Regulatory and Risk Management Challenges, to the International Cognate Options for the undergraduate program in International Business and Trade and to the Degree Requirements (B.B.A. and B.S) College of Business Core, International Perspective section. 

The College of Business items presented above were approved.

III.
New Business University-Wide

1.
Discussion Item: New CLAS Regulations
Dean Ed Pratt reported that the legislature abolished the previous CLAST requirements and created CLAS, a more flexible method for students to demonstrate they have achieved college-level communication and mathematics skills. Dean Pratt explained that the new CLAS is no longer an upper-division only requirement and is more liberal than CLAST as to the courses students can take to meet the requirements. The CLAS requirements have one final hurdle to clear. They go before the Board of Governors in December.

2.
Discussion Item: Order of Item Approvals

Chair Haky reminded the group of a decision made in the spring regarding the order in which items should be submitted to the UUPC for approvals. A) Course or curricular changes not requiring separate certifications (such as Writing Across Curriculum, WAC, or General Education, GE) should be submitted directly to the UUPC as usually done; B) New WAC or GE courses or existing courses that are adding the WAC or GE need to be submitted to the respective subcommittees first for WAC or GE approval before they are presented to the UUPC. This way the UUPC sees the entire package with the WAC or GE approval, and the course does not have to be reviewed by the UUPC twice. C) University Scholars courses must be approved by the Honors Council and WAC first before being presented to the UUPC; and D) Honors in the Major programs and courses must be approved by the Honors Council before presentation to the UUPC. 
One more order of approval that Haky is working on is requiring that new Honors College courses/course changes be approved by the Honors Council before submission to the UUPC. At the April UUPC meeting, the Honors College presented a statement explaining that Honors College courses are exempt from review by the Honors Council because they are already scrutinized for honors quality by the college’s Curriculum Committee, followed by the Faculty Assembly. HC representatives further explained that because the college’s curriculum differs significantly from that of the other colleges at FAU, the college’s Curriculum Committee is uniquely qualified to make sure all HC courses fit into the specific curriculum.
Haky disagreed with this statement at the April meeting and over the summer met with Jeffrey Buller, Honors College Dean and ex-officio member of the Honors Council. He said Dean Buller does not object to having HC courses go through the Honors Council first for approval. However, a resolution on this item was not reached at this time. More discussion appears in item 7 below. 

3.
New course and course change from the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters:
	CRW 4211
	Creative Writing: Nonfiction
	3
	Delete prereq.

	WST 3315*
	Feminist Perspective on Gender
	3
	New


*Course supported by the departments of Anthropology and Sociology.

The UUPC approved the Arts and Letters courses in the table above.


4.
Course changes from the College of Business:
	ISM 4117
	Data Mining and Data Warehousing
	3
	Delete prereq.

	MAN 4804
	Sem: Small Business Entrepreneurship
	3
	Change prereqs.

	MAN 4930
	Special Topics
	1-4
	Change prereqs.



5.
Peggy Goldstein, the College of Education rep., introduced Barbara Ridener, Chair of the Teaching and Learning Department, and Patty Kirsch, Director of Assessment and Program Evaluation. They explained that Education is undergoing a revision of its major codes to have them match the data the college submits to the Department of Education for certification. As part of this project, they submitted the college’s request to inactivate the SCED, science education, major code and replace it with three new major codes TBIO, teachers of biology; TCHM, teachers of chemistry; and TPHY, teachers of physics. The college will notify the Registrar’s Office regarding how to re-code the students currently enrolled with the SCED code.
New course from the College of Education:
	EEX 4112
	Language Development and Intervention in Young Children
	3
	Change prereqs.



The UUPC approved the Education course and major code changes noted above.
The College of Education rep. tabled one item, the termination of the bachelor’s degree in Health Sciences, because she was not previously informed of this change and did not have the paperwork with her.


6.
Course changes from the College of Engineering and Computer Science:

	TTE 4004C

(TTE 3004C)
	Transportation Engineering 1

(New title) Introduction to Transportation Engineering
	3
	Change title and course level

	TTE 4005C
	Transportation Engineering 2

(New title) Transportation Planning and Logistics


	3
	Change title


The UUPC approved the Engineering courses in the table above.
Engineering rep. Yan Yong mentioned that the college is undergoing major revisions. Among them, the college’s six departments are now three. The new departments are Ocean and Mechanical Engineering, Electrical and Computer Engineering and Computer Science, and Civil and Geomatics Engineering.


7.
The Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College rep. was not present at the meeting so a decision could not be made regarding the Honors Council’s checklist that was on the agenda today. However, Haky gave the group a brief explanation. The Checklist of Guidelines for Honors Courses was created by the Honors Council to help streamline the honors course approval process and give departments criteria for establishing honors courses. 
Upon review of the form, Goldstein, ED, commented that the second part of the form was too vague regarding the guidelines. This part asks for honors courses to meet “as many as possible of the following guidelines.” She suggested that “as many as possible” be changed to a specific number. She also questioned the importance of the guidelines and if they are all equally important or some are more crucial than others. The group agreed with her suggestions. Haky offered to forward her comments to Dean Buller.

8.
The Charles E. Schmidt College of Science presented a curricular change making Organic Chemistry 1 and 2 and the Organic Chemistry lab requirements for all biology majors. 
The UUPC approved this request.

Secondly, Science requested the termination of the social psychology major effective spring 2010. However, the Arts and Letters rep. said the Department of Sociology may be interested in taking over this program. Because Sociology needs to be consulted, the committee tabled this termination request.
New course from the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science:
	IDS 3940**
	Medical Shadowing Externship
	1
	New



**This course will be part of the pre-med program in the College of Science and is presented in collaboration between the College of Biomedical Science and the College of Science.
Dean Pratt questioned how students taking the externship will demonstrate the work they’ve accomplished to receive the 1 credit. Jerry Haky explained that students are required to keep a journal of tasks they complete. The journal is graded at the end of the term. Students also must have certain certifications to be eligible for the externship. Haky added that the course is not new. It has been offered as a special topics course for a few semesters.

The College of Science course was approved.


9.
Report from the University Library
Library rep. Victoria Thur announced that the library is getting “smart furniture” – furniture that is wired for students to plug in their lab tops. She added that Dunkin Donuts is now open at the library.

IV.
Additional Business

Distance Learning Policy: Peggy Goldstein raised a concern about FAU’s Distance Learning Policy or lack of a policy as she had found. She said her college has been researching the policy and found that it was written so long ago it is obsolete. She asked Jerry Haky to discuss this with the United Faculty Senate and Dean Pratt to bring it to the attention of the administration. Joy Longo, NU, commented that the College of Nursing has a policy it follows. She will share it with Goldstein and the committee. Committee members suggested that perhaps Nursing’s policy could be the foundation for a new University-wide policy. Haky added that a Distance Learning Committee was created a while back, but he doesn’t believe it is functioning. He offered to check into to this and report to the committee at the next meeting.

V.
Next Meeting/Adjournment
The UUPC agreed to stay on the same meeting schedule as in past years. The committee will continue to meet on the first Friday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon. The next UUPC meeting will be Friday, Oct. 2, 10 a.m. to noon in SU 132. The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
4
September 4, 2009 – UUPC Meeting


