Dr. Talitha L. LeFlouria 

Assistant Professor
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Department of History 

Email:  tleflour@fau.edu
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Course Title: History of African American Women, AMH 4342

Course Section: 001
CRN: 22885

Credit Hours: 3

Course Prerequisites: None  

Term: Spring Semester, 2012

Location: Arts & Letters Building, Rm. 242









Time: 4:00-6:50 p.m. 

Office Location: AL, 153
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 2:00-3:50 p.m., and by appointment  
Course Description:
 

This course traces the experiences, worldview, and accounts of African-American women from slavery to freedom. Particular emphasis will be placed on black women’s heroic struggle for freedom, justice, and equality in the United States. This course will examine black women’s lives and labor within the context of major historical themes and periods in American history, such as slavery, the American Civil War, Reconstruction, the Progressive and New Deal eras, and the Civil Rights Movement.  
Course Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes:


The primary objective of this course is to acquaint students with the main issues and themes in African-American women’s history, and to examine aspects of the diverse human experience (including issues of race, ethnicity, and gender), leading to a better understanding of ourselves and of people from other cultural traditions. In this course students will be expected to learn the history of African-American women from their origins in ancient civilizations through African enslavement in the Western Hemisphere, to their heroic struggle for freedom, justice, and equality in the United States.  While this course approaches that experience historically, it will also include an interdisciplinary discussion of the social, political, cultural, and economic achievements of African-American women from the colonial period through the 20th century.  Students will be introduced to several centuries of black female residency in the Western world, and gather a critical understanding of black women’s difficult journey from slavery to freedom. 

Course Structure: 

AMH 4342 is a lecture course. However, students are still expected to actively participate in class discussions. This interactive course will require that students attend class regularly, complete a close reading of the required texts, and engage in class discussions.  Students should come to class prepared to contribute to the intellectual atmosphere of the course, while taking away critical information to enhance his/her existing knowledge about the course topic or related subject matter.  

Course Evaluation: 

Your grade will be based upon: a) three examinations (including the midterm and final exam), 

b) quizzes, c) attendance/participation, and d) the submission of a final research paper/oral presentation of paper. At the conclusion of the course, students will be required to submit a 7-10 page research paper and provide a 5-10 minute presentation of their project.  All research papers/oral reports must be based upon one’s original work and must include appropriate citations. Plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assignment and perhaps for the course.  In preparation for the final research paper or oral report, students will be required to submit a research prospectus that outlines the research focus and objective of the essay/oral report, and should include a working bibliography.  Specific guidelines for the research paper/oral report and prospectus will be disseminated at a later date. 

Your final grade will be determined as follows: 





Examination I




15%





Midterm Examination



20%





Final Examination



20%





Research Paper/Oral Report


25%





Quizzes 


 

10%




Attendance/Class Participation

10%







         Total

100%

Grading Scale: 

Letter grades issued at the conclusion of the course are based upon the following scale: 

A
93-100

A-
90-92

B+
87-89

B
83-86

B-
80-82

C+
77-79

C
73-76

C-
70-72

D+
67-69

D
63-66

D-
60-62

F
Below 60

Make-Up Policies: 

Any student missing an examination must contact me no later than

the following day to schedule a makeup exam.  A makeup examination will be given to 

the student with a VALID documented excuse to prove his/her extenuating

circumstances (i.e. military obligations, court-imposed legal obligations, athletic,

scholastic, debate, musical, and theatrical obligations, medical emergencies, etc.).  

*If a student has an obligation that is not excused but requires his/her absence on the 

date of a scheduled exam, quiz, or assignment submission, the student will then be

required to submit his/her work in ADVANCE of the date.  Late exams, quizzes,

and assignment submissions will be authorized only in extreme cases! Please note 

that grades of incomplete (“I”) are reserved for students who are passing a course but 

have not completed all the required work because of exceptional circumstances.  
Classroom Policies: 

The use of cell phones, CD players, iPods, tape recorders, and all other electronic devices is prohibited in the classroom. Cell phone ringers should be turned off at the beginning of the class period, and text messaging is strictly prohibited during class time. The use of laptops in the classroom is a privilege, not a right.  However, students are permitted to use laptops for note-taking purposes ONLY.  Any student discovered surfing the internet, completing assignments, or engaging in tasks other than note-taking during the class period, will be banned from using his/her laptop in the course for the duration of the semester. Eating and drinking is permitted in class as long as the student collects his/her trash at the end of the class period. 

*The syllabus may be amended at the discretion of the instructor.  
Absences: 

Excessive absenteeism can result in a lower grade or failure of the course.  Many of the lectures may include information that is not covered in the textbook.  It is, thereby, imperative that students attend classes regularly.  A student that is unable to attend class will have his/her first absence automatically excused. If one exceeds this number of absences, valid documentation will be necessary to obtain an excused absence for the missed period (s). The excuse must also be dated for the day in which the student failed to attend class. If a student does not produce appropriate documentation to substantiate his/her absence, he/she will lose 1% of his/her attendance/participation grade for each class missed.  

Students with Disabilities: 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD)—in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, MOD 1 (954-236-1222); in Jupiter, SR 117 (561-799-8585); or at the Treasure Coast, CO 128 (772-873-3305)—and follow all OSD procedures. 
Regulation 4.001 Code of Academic Integrity Academic Integrity: Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations: http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf
Required Texts:

Darlene Clark Hine and Kathleen Thompson, (eds.), A Shining Thread of Hope:  

The History of Black Women in America (New York:  Broadway Books, 1998); ISBN:  0-7679-0111-8 (pbk.)

Gerda Lerner, (ed.), Black Women in White America:  A Documentary History
(New York: Vintage Books, 1992); ISBN:  0-679-74314-6 (pbk.)

Course Pack; all articles will be available on blackboard.
*NOTE:  Each of the following Course Pack readings will be posted on Blackboard.  These readings are mandatory, not supplementary.  You are required to refer to your syllabus, regularly, and to keep up with all assigned readings. The lecture schedule is subject to change throughout the semester.  Regular attendance in class is imperative, and will better assist you in following the course timetable.  
Required Course Pack Readings:
“African Women in the Atlantic Slave Trade,” by Herbert Klein, in Darlene Clark Hine,

Wilma King, Linda Reed, (eds.),  “We Specialize in the Wholly Impossible”:  A 

Reader in Black Women’s History (Brooklyn:  Carlson Publishing, 1995).  

“Africa into the Americas?  Slavery and Women, the Family, and the Gender Division of 


Labor,” by Claire Robertson, in David Barry Gaspar and Darlene Clark Hine, 


(eds.), More than Chattel:  Black Women and Slavery in the Americas 


(Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 1996).  

“‘Loose, Idle and Disorderly’:  Slave Women in the Eighteenth-Century Charleston 

Marketplace,” by Robert Olwell, in More Than Chattel…

 “Jezebel and Mammy:  The Mythology of Female Slavery,” in Deborah Gray White’s 


Arn’t I a Woman?  Female Slaves in the Plantation South (New York:  W. W. 

Norton & Company, 1985). 

“Gynecological Surgery,” in Marie Jenkins Schwartz, Birthing a Slave: Motherhood and


Medicine in the Antebellum South (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2010). 

“Men, Women and Families,” in Deborah Gray White’s Arn’t I a Woman?: Female Slaves in the 


Plantation South (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1985; reprinted 1999). 

“Female Slave Resistance:  The Economics of Sex,” in Darlene Clark Hine’s Hinesight:  


Black Women and the Re-Construction of American History (Brooklyn:  Carlson


Publishing, 1994).  

“Freed Women?  The Civil War and Reconstruction” in Jacqueline Jones’ Labor of Love, Labor


of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the Family from Slavery to the Present (New York: 


Basic Books, 1999)

 “Between the Cotton Field and the Ghetto” in Jacqueline Jones’ Labor of Love, Labor of 


Sorrow...

“To Get Out of This Land of Sufring” in Jacqueline Jones’ Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow…

 “Bloody Terrain:  Freedwomen, Sexuality and Violence During Reconstruction,” by 


Catherine Clinton, in The Georgia Historical Quarterly, Vol. LXXVI, No. 2, 


Summer 1992.  
“The Hand that Rocks the Cradle Cuts Cordwood: Exploring Black Women’s Lives and Labor 

in Georgia’s Convict Camps, 1865-1917,” by Talitha LeFlouria, in Labor: Studies in 
Working-Class History of the Americas, Vol. 8, No. 3 (Fall, 2011). 
 “Working for Nothing but for a Living:  Black Women in the Underground Economy,” 


by Sharon Harley, in Sharon Harley, (ed.), Sister Circle:  Black Women and Work  

(New Brunswick: Rugters University Press, 2002).    

“Tricking the Tricks:  Violence and Vice Among Black Female Criminals” in Kali Gross’ 


Colored Amazons:  Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City


of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910 (Durham:  Duke University Press, 2006).
 “Out of the Shadow of Tuskegee:  Margaret Murray Washington, Social Activism, and


Race Vindication,” Journal of Negro History 81 (1996):  31-46. 

“Negro Women are Great Thinkers as Well as Doers’:  Amy Jacques Garvey and 


Community Feminism in the United States, 1924-1927,” Journal of Women’s 


History 12 (Summer, 2000):  104-126. 

“The Harlem Renaissance as History, Memory, and Myth,” in Jeffrey B. Ferguson, 

The Harlem Renaissance: A Brief History with Documents (New York: 


Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008). 

“A Sister in the Brotherhood:  Rosina Corrothers Tucker and the Sleeping Car Porters,


1930-1950,” by Melinda Chateauvert, in Sister Circle…    

“Harder Times:  The Great Depression,” in Jacqueline Jones’ Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow…

“Trailblazers:  Women in the Montgomery Bus Boycott,” in Vicki L. Crawford, Jacqueline 


Anne Rouse, and Barbara Woods, (eds.), Women in the Civil Rights Movement: 


Trailblazers and Torchbearers, 1941-1965 (Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 


1993).  

“Beyond the Human Self:  Grassroots Activists in the Mississippi Civil Rights 


Movement,” by Vicki Crawford, in Women in the Civil Rights Movement… 

“Black Women and Black Power,” by Rhonda Y. Williams, in OAH Magazine of History

22 (July, 2008):  22-26.   

“‘I See the Same Ho’: Video Vixens, Beauty Culture, and Diasporic Sex Tourism,” in Denean 


Sharpley-Whiting’s Pimps Up, Ho’s Down: Hip Hop’s Hold on Young Black Women 


(New York: New York University Press, 2008).  

LECTURE SCHEDULE

WEEK


         
         TOPICS
January 11 
Course Introduction 

January 18


“African Women in the Atlantic Slave Trade” and “Africa 





into the Americas?” in Course Pack




January 25


Chapter 1:  A New and Alien World in A Shining Thread of

 

Hope and “Loose, Idle and Disorderly” in Course Pack  




*Film: Africans in America, Pt. 1


February 1


Chapter 2:  A Tale of Three Cities in A Shining Thread of Hope, 



 “Jezebel and Mammy:  The Mythology of Female Slavery” and “I See the Same Ho” in Course Pack


*Film: The Life and Times of Sara Baartman: “The Hottentot Venus” 
February 8


Chapter 3:  Survival and Other Forms of Resistance in A 

Shining Thread of Hope,” “Gynecological Surgery” and “Men Women and Families” in Course Pack, and pp. 5-25 & 45-51 in Black Women in White America, 
*Film:  Sankofa   


February 15


Chapter 4:  Resistance Becomes Rebellion in A Shining

Thread of Hope, “Female Slave Resistance” in Course Pack, and 

pp. 26-45 & 53-72 in Black Women in White America
*Film: Sankofa, Cont’d
February 22
*Examination I  

February 29
Chapter 5:  The War for Freedom & Chapter 6:  Free Women in Search of Freedom in A Shining Thread of Hope, “Freed Women?  The Civil War and Reconstruction” in Course Pack, and pp. 92-113 in Black Women in White America
*Film:  Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution  
*Research Prospectus due in class.  DO NOT EMAIL THIS ASSIGNMENT
March 5-11
Spring Break—Classes Suspended (Please complete readings for week 10 and be prepared to discuss when classes resume) 


March 14


Chapter 7:  Blossoming in Hard Soil in A Shining Thread of Hope, 

“Between the Cotton Field and the Ghetto” and  “Bloody Terrain” 

in Course Pack, and pp. 155-188 in Black Women in White 

America
March 21


Chapter 8:  No Mountain Too High & Chapter 9: They 

Carried Their Freedom Bags in A Shining Thread of Hope, 

“To Get Out of This Land of Sufring” in Course Pack, and pp. 193-225 in Black Women in White America, 

*Film: The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow 
March 28
*Examination II (Midterm)
April 4
 “The Hand that Rocks the Cradle Cuts Cordwood,” “Working for Nothing but a Living,” and “Tricking the Tricks” in Course Pack

*Film: The Execution of Wanda Jean  
April 11
“Out of the Shadow of Tuskegee,” “Negro Women are Great Thinkers as Well as Doers,” and “The Harlem Renaissance as History, Memory, and Myth” in Course Pack
 
April 18
Chapter 10:  The Great Depression in A Shining Thread of Hope, “Harder Times:  The Great Depression” and “A Sister in the Brotherhood” in Course Pack, and pp.  579-584 in Black Women in White America, 

*Film:  Mary McLeod Bethune  

*Class Presentations I
April 25
Chapter 11:  Toward Freedom in A Shining Thread of Hope, “Trailblazers:  Women in the Montgomery Bus Boycott,” “Beyond the Human Self,” and “Black Women and Black Power” in Course Pack 


*Class Presentations II 

*Final Papers due in class; DO NOT EMAIL FINAL PAPERS!

*Final Exams will be distributed on this date


*Final Examinations due by Tuesday, May 1st at 12:00 p.m. (noon). Please deliver exams to me personally in my office in AL, Room 153 between 9-12. NO LATE FINAL EXAMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  DO NOT EMAIL YOUR FINAL EXAMS.

Extra Credit: 

Students will have an opportunity to collect a total of five extra percentage points to be applied to his/her final grade by completing one of the four extra credit assignments:

a) Complete a 2-3 page book review on a text approved by the instructor.  The selected book must reflect a topic in African American women’s history. For further instruction, please see the book review guidelines enclosed in the Course Pack.  

b)  Complete a 2-3 page museum exhibit review on an installation approved by the instructor. To fulfill this assignment, students are permitted to review an exhibit of any museum related to American history that reflects a topic in African American women’s history.  Virtual exhibits are also permissible upon the approval of the instructor. For further instruction, please see the exhibit review guidelines enclosed in the Course Pack.    
c) Complete a 2-3 page film review on a historical film approved by the instructor.  This film must reflect a topic in African American women’s history.  Ex. Beloved, Miss Jane Pittman, Queen, The Rosa Parks Story, Daughters of the Dust, Hope & Redemption: The Lena Baker Story, etc. The film review is not intended to be a mere recitation of facts and events, but should provide an analytical assessment of the film. For example, one might outline the strengths and weaknesses of the film.  Does the film possess inaccuracies that contradict what you know to be true about the subject?  Does the film educate as well as entertain, or do the embellishments overpower the historical purpose or meaning of the work?   

d) Attend a lecture or presentation that focuses on a topic in African American history. Following the lecture/presentation you will be required to submit a 2 page summary of the speaker’s argument and your analysis of the content.  A brochure must also be attached to your essay to verify your attendance.  
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