Attachment A
Rationale for Elementary Education Undergraduate Program Recommendations

Requirements and climate 
· State Board Rule requires universities to have a summative instrument for student teaching that is aligned to the partner school district evaluations.  
· State amended the FTCE Elem. Ed Subject Area Examination to be more rigorous, increased the passing rate and requires passing each content section (SS, Sci., Math and Lang Arts/Reading).   State predictions of FTCE scores indicated passing rates dropping in half without candidates receiving more in-depth content instruction.
· Increased rigor of K-5 standards in mathematics and lang. arts requires candidates to have a greater command of the content.  
· Increased teacher accountability based on students’ mastery of standards impacting teacher evaluations and the College’s APPR results.  

Data to support program recommended changes
· Average passing rates for three administrations (fall-spring-summer) of Elementary Education- Fl. Teacher Certification Examination(FTCE):
2013-86.5%
2014-90.7%
2015-56.4% (implementation of Elementary Ed.-FTCE changes)

· FTCE- Subject Area Examination (SAE) Elementary Education Costs
· Elem. ED SAE- $200
· Retakes- Single Subtest- $150
                 Two Subtests-   $200
                 Three or more- $220

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Spring 2016 Student Teaching:  155 student teaching applications/94 students passed exams= 60% able to student teach; 40% (61) pre-service teachers cannot student teach or graduate with an elementary education degree on time
· Number of students opting for General Studies degree:
Spring 2015- 17
Fall 2015- 28 


· DTL Content Assessment passing rates administered in MAE 4350, SCE 4350, SSE 4150, and RED 4552.  
Math- 53%
	Science- 55%
	Reading- 60%
	Social Studies- 43%


· Survey Data of Recent Elem. Ed. Graduates (Fall 2013-Spring 2015)
133 out of 515 graduates responded (26%)

Graduates were asked to rate how helpful the courses in the elem. program were in preparing them to teach:
Highest rated courses as Helpful or Very Helpful:
· Student Teaching (96%)
· Effective Teaching Practices (92%)
· Reading Development II (90%)
· Reading Diagnosis and Remediation (89%)
· Language Arts and Literature (88%)

Lowest rated courses as Helpful or Very Helpful:
· TESOL 4080 (44%)
· TESOL 4081 (55%)
· EDF 3610- Ed. in a Multicultural Society (56%)
· EDF 3210- Applied Learning Theory (57%)
· EME 4810- Applied Ed. Technology (68%)

Comments for Program Improvements:
· 20% of comments stated that the program needs more classroom management
· 10% of comments indicated the need for more alignment with school district evaluations, greater instruction in Reading Running Records, and to combine or eliminate art, music, and PE

· Survey Data- Fall 2015 Student Teachers (ST), University Supervisors (US) and Cooperating Teachers (CT)
· Each group was asked to rate the student teachers’ content knowledge and knowledge of the Grades K-5 Florida Standards. Below represents the percentage of each group that rated the students teachers’ content knowledge as very knowledgeable or knowledgeable in each area:
· Social Studies: 		ST-79%, CT-67%, US-82%
· Mathematics: 		ST-96%, CT-66%, US-68%
· Science: 			ST-90%, CT-68%, US-73%
· Lang. Arts/Reading:		ST-91%, CT-72%, US-77%
· K-5 Student Standards: 	ST-77%, CT-70%, US-73%
External Reviews	
· CAEP indicated deficiencies in mathematical content knowledge 
· Inspection Team commissioned by FDOE:
· Areas of Improvement: 
1. Need improved instruction in vocabulary instruction
2. Candidates do not appear to have a strong grasp of math content to enable their students to learn successfully
3. Inconsistent ability to teach math
4. Not acquiring sufficient instruction in classroom management 

Stakeholder Input
· School districts indicate that they have to do extensive training not only in pedagogy, but content
· Principal survey data indicate the new graduates need greater knowledge on how to diagnose and remediate reading and math deficiencies 
· Districts requested that graduates have the reading endorsement to mitigate the number of out-of-field new hires and to have a greater pool of candidates for reading positions. 
· District curriculum content staff indicate that teachers lack the ability to make connections or veer from prescribed curriculum because of lack of deep content knowledge

Program Weaknesses
· Only one methods course (3 credits each) in science, mathematics, and social studies 
· Content methods faculty are spending 1/3 of their time infusing content instruction because lack of pre-service teachers’ content knowledge.
· Out of the 10 State institutions of higher ed., FAU is one of four (FAU, FAMU, FGCU, and UWF) that has not increased content coursework and maintains only nine credit hours total in mathematics, science and social studies. 
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