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FLORIDA ATLANTIC
UNIVERSITY




 The Department of Theatre & Dance 
                 


Course Number: TPA 4041              Syllabus 
08/2009

Course Logistics
Title: Topics in Stage Costume
 

Course Number: TPA 3231          
Credits: 03 credits 




Meets: T R  2:00 - 3:20      
Prerequisites: TPA 2000 and TPA 2200

Classroom: PA 109

Instructor Contact Information
Instructor: Tim Dial, Associate Professor

Instructor’s E-mail: tdial@fau.edu 
Instructor’s Office:  AL 114,  phone 297-2978       Costume shop: AL 105, phone 297-8011
Office Hours:  Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:30 – 5:00 and by appointment
About the Course:
Course Catalog Description: Course covers special topics areas, such as dying and painting, costume crafts, patterning, construction, and millinery techniques. Course may be repeated for credit with new topic only.

Course Objective(s)/Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will build portfolio-ready materials in the given specialty subject area in costume construction.  
Required Textbook: The Costume Technician’s Handbook 3rd edition (CDHB) by Ingham & Covey 

ISBN-10: 0325004773
Required Supplimental Readings:  Additional required text and course material is posted online in FAU’s Blackboard.  Online research homework is also required; so you will need regular access to a computer, FAU’s Blackboard, and the Internet.  FAU’s Blackboard can be found online at https://blackboard.fau.edu/index.html   If you are not familiar with the Blackboard program, fairly detailed “how to use Blackboard” instructions are posted at this site. The most recently updated syllabus is online in Blackboard.  
Communication:  Blackboard has several options for communication including email, a discussion board, and an announcement feature that allows the instructor to send information to the entire class.  Official class communication is through your FAU email address and you’re responsible for checking it for official communications.  
Required Materials:  (I will show you in class what to get) fabric scissors, tape measure, straight pins & magnet, muslin—pre-washed & ironed, clear quilting ruler, French curves, #2 pencils, manila envelopes, tracing wheel, 3-ring binder with dividers, fine point black sharpie marker.

Suggested Materials: Thimble—check out new silicone thimbles!, pattern-notcher/punches, paper scissors, awl, tailor-point scissors, tool box, carrying bag, rubber bands.

Other Suggested Titles:  Basic Sewing for Costume Construction: A Handbook, Rebecca Cunningham.  Reader's Digest Complete Guide to Sewing  [8th edition from 1981 is good and cheap!].  Professional Sewing Techniques for Designers, Cole & Czachor.  Draping for Apparel Design, Helen Joseph-Armstrong. 

Course Calendar/Topical Outline/Due Dates: 
	Month Class #
	Date
	In-Class we will…
	Assignment (come to class having read &/or done this…)

	Jan
	Tues 12
	Patterning markings, tools needed, seams, measurements
	

	
	Thur 14
	Grain, tracing, seam allowance, trace slopers
	Measurements completed. 

	
	Tues 19
	What are darts? Dart rotation
	Bring muslin to class—prewashed & ironed.

	
	Thur  21
	Flat patterning- body block, CTHB
	Read through CTHB p. 109

	
	Tues 26
	Sew & fit body block sloper #1
	

	
	Thur  28
	Show sloper #1 mock-up in class Princess seams
	Bring finished sloper #1 mock up & corrected pattern

	Feb
	Tues 2
	Sew & fit princess seam sloper #2
	Read PSTFD p. 149

	
	Thur 4
	Show sloper #2 mock-up in class
	Bring finished sloper #2 mock up & corrected pattern

	
	Tues 9
	Draping-drape a bodice
	Read draping handout (TBA)

	
	Thur 11
	Show Draped bodice #3 in class
	Bring finished sloper #3 mock up & corrected pattern

	
	Tues 16
	Facings—make facing patterns for all 3 patterns
	

	
	Thur 18
	Sew facings into all 3 slopers.  At end of class turn in all 3 corrected and complete bodice patterns for grade.
	

	
	Tues 23
	Sleeves: flat pattern 1-piece sleeve
	

	
	Thur 25 
	Sleeve: flat pattern 2-piece sleeve
	

	March
	Tues 2
	Pattern puffy sleeve & cuff
	

	March
	Thur 4
	Stabalizers & Interfacings. At end of class turn in completed 3 sleeve patterns for grade.
	

	Spring Break!
	Tues 9 – 11 
	Spring Break!!!
	


	
	Tues 16
	Collars: shirt collar, standing collar, peter pan collar
	

	
	Thur 18
	Continue collars, plackets
	

	
	Tues 23
	Split and Spread Technique
	Read PSTFD p. 157

	
	Thur 25 
	Continue split and spread.  
	

	
	Tues 30
	Turn in completed split and spread patterns.  Waistbands for skirts.
	Bring split/spread patterns corrected for grade.

	April
	Thurs 1
	Pattern Dirndl skirt in paper only.  Pattern circle skirt in paper only.
	Bring finished waistband to class

	
	Tues 6
	Pattern Gored skirt, mock-up
	

	
	Thurs 8
	Hemming skirts
	

	
	Tues 13
	
	Bring hemmed skirt finished, and skirt patterns corrected for grade.

	
	Thurs 15
	Pattern final project TBA
	

	
	Tues 20
	Pattern final project TBA
	

	
	Thurs 22
	Cut out and mock-up final project TBA
	

	
	Tues 27
	Cut out and mock-up final project TBA
	

	Final!!
	Thurs 29 
	Final Exam - 1:15 - 3:45 PM


	Turn in final project pattern, corrected, and show mockup in class.


Course Student Evaluation Method(s)
Grading will be on a 4 point scale:  

A = 97 – 100   A- = 96 – 93    B+ = 92 – 89    B = 88 – 85    B- = 84 – 81     and so on

2 points
Dart rotations samples  

2%

1 point 
Measurement sheet


1%

8 points 
Sloper 1 – pattern & mockup

8%

8 points 
Sloper 2 – pattern & mockup

8%

8 points 
Sloper 3 – pattern & mockup

8%

8 points 
Sleeve 1 – pattern & mockup

8%


8 points 
Sleeve 2 – pattern & mockup

8%

8 points 
Sleeve 3 – pattern & mockup

8%

3 points 
Collar 1 – pattern & mockup

8%

3 points 
Collar 2 – pattern


3%

3 points 
Collar 3 – pattern


3%

8 points 
Split and spread patterns

8%

8 points 
Dirndl Skirt pattern


8%

8 points 
Gored Skirt pattern & mockup
8%

12 points 
Final project pattern & mockup
12%

4 points
Neatness, promptness, meeting deadlines  attitude, precision,   4%

100 points   = A




100%

Policy on Makeup Tests, Late Work, Etc.:  Makeup tests will not be given unless you have a valid excused absence.  Students will not be penalized for absences due to participation in University-approved activities, but you must provide documentation for the absence to be “excused.” You are responsible for making up missed work as soon as possible. Late papers will lose credit value based on the degree of lateness in conjunction with the quality of the paper.  Papers that are more than five days late will not be accepted.  “Computer problems” will not be a valid excuse for late work.  There may or may not be extra credit projects (TBA).   
Reasonable accommodation will be made for students participating in a religious observance.  
Please note that grades of Incomplete (“I”) are reserved for students who are passing a course but have not completed all the required work because of exceptional circumstances, at the instructor’s discretion. These should be arranged with the instructor well before the end of the semester.
Students with Disabilities (Suggested statement): In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) -- in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, MOD 1 (954-236-1222); in Jupiter, SR 117 (561-799-8585); or at the Treasure Coast, CO 128 (772-873-3305) – and follow all OSD procedures.  More information available at http://www.osd.fau.edu/ 
Attendance Policy of the Department of Theatre & Dance:  Three absences will lower your final grade by one letter.  Each subsequent absence will lower your final grade by one letter.  Five absences will result in automatic failure.  Three tardies equals one absence.  If you arrive to class after roll is taken, it is your responsibility to check in at the end of class to make sure your attendance is recorded.  See University policies in the FAU Student Handbook  at http://www.fau.edu/handbook/ 

FAU’s Policy on the Use of Electronic Devices (Optional):  In order to enhance and maintain a productive atmosphere for education, personal communication devices, such as cellular telephones or any similar device, are to be disabled during class sessions. 

The FAU Code of Academic Integrity:  Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf.

The above document has been edited (added to and rearranged into categories) for use by the Department of Theatre & Dance, 10/19/11, by T. Dial;  taken from “Syllabus Guidelines” (approved by University Faculty Senate on January 22, 2010; Item 14 revised 6/28/10, 11/10/10).  The AU “Syllabus Guidelines” document is available at http://www.fau.edu/freshmanadvising/pdf/SyllabiGuidelinesWorksheet.pdf  100 Point - Final 
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