Ethical
1 Theory
PHI4661
3 credits

Prerequisites

There are no fonnal prerequisites for this course. However, students should make an effort to become
familiar with basic philosophical terminology and acquire some understanding of the history of
philosophy.
Course Logistics
Term: Fall 2016
Time: TR: 11:00-12:20 p.m.
Classroom: GS 107

Instructor Contact Information

Professor: Dr. Clevis Headley
Office: SO 277
Office Hours: Office Hours: MW: 01-2:00pm, TR: 10-llam, and 1-2pm or by
appointment Phone: 561-297-2928
Email: headley@fau.edu
Course Description:

Ethics is the critical and systematic study of moral values. Thus defined, ethics, among other things,
focuses on the nature of right and wrong, and the good and the bad. From an ethical point of view,
an action can be described as either right or wrong, whereas a person's character can be described as
either good or bad. Philosophers commonly use the terms "ethics" and "morality'' interchangeably.
However, it is important to distinguish between the scope of ethics and the scope of morality.
Morality refers to the collection of customs, beliefs, and practices of cultures and societies.
Given its scope and focus, morality is descriptive since it describes the actual beliefs and customs of
cultures and societies.
Moral philosophy, unlike the descriptive role of morality, is the theoretical and philosophical
reflection on morality. This critical and systematic activity seeks to understand moral concepts and
to justify moral principles and theories. Furthermore, it analyzes such concepts as "right," "wrong,"
and "good", etc. The ultimate goal of moral philosophy is to produce moral theories as well as
principles of right conduct to serve as guides for individuals and groups. Moral philosophy, unlike
morality, is normative; it is not concerned merely with people's actual moral beliefs and how they
actually behave but rather with what they ought to believe and do.
Ethics includes the complete domain of morality and moral philosophy. Hence, it
constitutes the study of moral customs, beliefs and practices, as well as the principles and theories of
right conduct, good character traits, and morally correct judgment. Finally, it also seeks to define the
good life for human beings.
In this course, it will be important to distinguish between theoretical and applied ethics.
Theoretical ethics deals with the abstract and theoretical aspects of ethics. Applied or practical ethics
has as its goal practical clarity and guidance with regard to specific ethical problems. To this extent,
it undertakes the project of clarifying, organizing and refining moral beliefs and ideals. It pursues
the latter task for the purpose of appropriately cultivating moral experience, sensibilities and
insights.

Course Objectives:
The objective of this course is to provide students with a critical philosophical appreciation and
understanding of ethical theory. This objective will be pursued by actively focusing upon several

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA), students who require
reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with Student
Accessibility Services (SAS)—in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, LA 203 (954-236-1222); or
in Jupiter, SR 110 (561-799-8585) —and follow all SAS procedures.

