SPC 3272: Rhetorical Foundations of Publics and Counterpublics (3 Credit Hours)
[Semester]: CRN [#]
[Class Meeting Days & Time] in [Building & Room]
Professor: [Name]
E-mail: [E-mail Address]
Office: [Office Building & Number]
Office Phone: [Phone Number]
Office Hours: [Office Hours Days & Times], and by appointment

Please review the following course description and policies carefully. Your enrollment in SPC 3272 constitutes your consent to abide by the following policies for this class. If you have questions or concerns about any of the following, please see me as soon as possible.

Course Description

SPC 3272 counts toward the theory requirement of the BA in Communication Studies. It is designed to introduce students to the broad range of theoretical perspectives on publics and counterpublics, as they are constituted by, and in turn facilitate, public civic communication. Topics discussed over the course of the semester include the public sphere, dominant publics, subaltern counterpublics, communicative action, identity politics and construction, social advocacy, and public judgment. Prerequisite: Undergraduate level COM 2053, minimum grade of C.

Course Objectives

SPC 3272 aims to develop a nuanced theoretical perspective on democratic citizens’ everyday rhetorical practices by focusing specifically on the evolution of publics and counterpublics. Over the course of the semester, students will learn the key contributions to the ongoing intellectual conversation theorizing the role of publics and counterpublics in contemporary political life and the means by which their political potential is realized through particular communicative styles. Course readings will focus on the theoretical innovations to theories of publics and counterpublics that have been developed by communication and rhetorical studies scholars. By the end of the semester, students will be equipped to interrogate specific rhetorical practices through the lens of public and counterpublic sphere theory, as well as to engage in real-world political organizing and action as more savvy interlocutors in the public sphere. The course objectives consist of the following:
· Students will gain expertise in theoretical perspectives developed by communication scholars about the origin, function, and form of public and counterpublic spheres.

· Students will hone their critical thinking and analysis skills in applying theories and principles of public and counterpublic communication to current social movements and political campaigns.
· Students will increase their understanding of the political, legal, normative, and ethical implications of communicative practices in democratic societies.
Course Policies

1. Course Readings: There are three required textbooks for SPC 3272: 

· Jostein Gripsrud, Hallvard Moe, Anders Molander, and Graham Murdock, eds. The Idea of the Public Sphere: A Reader (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2010), ISBN# 978-0-7391-4197-7. 
· Gerard A. Hauser. Vernacular Voices: The Rhetoric of Publics and Public Spheres. Studies in Rhetoric/Communication Series (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1999), ISBN# 1-57003-310-2.

· Michael Warner. Publics and Counterpublics (Brooklyn, NY: Zone Books, 2002), ISBN# 978-1-890951-29-0.
Copies of these books are available to be purchased at the FAU campus bookstore or online through retailers like Amazon, Half.com, etc.
2. Attendance: I will call roll at the start of each class meeting in order to maintain a complete attendance record, but attendance will not count as part of your semester grade. If you will be missing class for university-approved activities, such as athletic or scholastics teams, musical and theatrical performances, debate activities, and religious holidays, please be sure to document these absences with me within the first two weeks of the semester so that we may make arrangements for you to make up the material that you will miss.
3. Assignments: Your course grade in SPC 3272 consists of four short position papers, two exams, one essay, and a final exam. These assignments count toward your final grade as follows:

· Position Papers (300 points): This portion of the grade consists of four short papers (approximately 1 page each) assigned at regular intervals throughout the semester. Each must be written in response to the specific prompt posted on Blackboard one week before the due date. These papers will be graded on their focus, clarity, and argumentative strength.
· Exam 1 (100 points): This is an in-class exam held during week 6 on [Date].
· Exam 2 (150 points): This is an in-class exam held during week 12 on [Date].
· Campaign Essay (150 points): This paper will require you to write an essay (6–8 pages) that assesses a theoretical perspective discussed in class in light of the actual practices of a real-world public or counterpublic formation. Specific instructions will be available on Blackboard on [Date]; the essay is due at 11:59 p.m. on [Date], and must be submitted as a Microsoft Word document on Blackboard.
· Final Exam (300 points): This is an in-class exam held during our scheduled meeting in the final exam period: [Time on Date]. 
4. Grading Scale: Grades for each submitted assignment follow the standard A–F scale: 

· A grade in the “A” range indicates work that is outstanding relative to basic course requirements.

· Work in the “B” range is significantly above basic course requirements, though it may not be outstanding in any or every regard.

· Work in the “C” range meets the basic course requirements in every respect.

· Work in the “D” range fails to meet the basic requirements but is minimally deserving of credit.

· “F” work indicates a failure to meet the basic requirements of the course, typically by failing to complete assignments or by violating fundamental university rules and regulations concerning academic integrity. 

Please note that you do not automatically earn a passing grade simply by completing the assignment. By turning something in, you guarantee a grade not lower than F; however, to earn a higher grade than that, it is the quality and not the mere existence of your work that counts.
5. Final Grade Range: Letter grades for the semester are calculated based on the following point ranges:

· A = 940–1000 points
· A- = 900–939

· B+ = 870–899

· B = 840–869

· B- = 800–839

· C+ = 770–799

· C = 740–769 points
· C- = 700–739

· D+ = 670–699

· D = 640–669

· D- = 600–639

· F = 0–599
6. E-mail: I will send out course announcements via Blackboard and university e-mail. You are responsible for checking your FAU e-mail on a regular basis (at least daily) and should clean out your e-mail inbox diligently to ensure all mail is delivered. FAU e-mail should never be auto-forwarded to another e-mail account. No assignments will be accepted via e-mail.
7. Late Work: Assignments (excluding exams) may be turned in late up to 48 hours after the deadline. Assignments turned in within 24 hours of the deadline will receive a 10% grade deduction; assignments turned in between 24 and 48 hours after the deadline will receive a 20% grade deduction. No assignments will be accepted more than 48 hours after the deadline.

8. Make-Up Exams and Extensions: You may only receive a make-up exam or extension if you have made arrangements with me ahead of time and the make-up or extension is needed because of a university-approved and documented absence due to extraordinary circumstances. 
9. Academic Integrity: Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the university mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the university community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf. In this course, the first academic integrity violation will result in a grade of zero points for the assignment. Any additional violations will result in an automatic F for the semester.

10. Student Disabilities: If you have a disability that requires special accommodations, I am happy to work with you to make arrangements to meet your needs. Please contact me within the first two weeks of the semester to do so. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD)—in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880)—and follow all OSD procedures.

11. Technology: No personal electronic devices (cell phones, laptops, recorders, iPads, etc.) may be used during class meetings. At the start of class, please be sure to silence all personal electronic devices and put them away. 
12. Recording Devices: Unless a prior arrangement has been made with me, you may not make any audio or visual recordings of class sessions.

13. Classroom Conduct: Disruptive and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated during class meetings, nor will any activity that potentially puts other students at risk. Students disturbing the class through their misconduct will be asked to leave immediately.

14. Exam-Day Policy: On exam days, you must bring both a pen and a #2 pencil with you to complete the exam. You may not have any materials on your desk besides the exam itself and your pen and pencil. You may not talk to your neighbors, consult any other materials, or disrupt the exam environment. If you arrive late on exam days, you will receive an automatic 10% grade deduction on the exam being given that day. If you are talking during the exam or are consulting other materials during the exam, you will be asked to turn in the exam immediately, whether it is finished or not, and leave.
15. Religious Holidays: If you wish to be excused from coursework, class activities, or examinations because of a religious holiday, you must notify me in advance of your intention to participate in religious observation and request an excused absence. I will provide a reasonable opportunity to make up such excused absences. Please document all anticipated absences for religious observations with me within the first two weeks of the semester.
16. Grades of Incomplete: Grades of incomplete (“I”) are reserved for students who are passing a course but have not completed all the required work because of exceptional circumstances. If you feel you will need an incomplete for the semester, please see me at your earliest opportunity to discuss whether your situation qualifies under the university’s policy.
17. Course Schedule: The course schedule for the semester follows below. Next to each date, you will find the assigned reading that must be completed prior to coming to class. Due dates for assignments and exams are listed in red. In the event that I have to adjust the schedule (for example, because of weather-related university closings), I will update the schedule on Blackboard and send out a course announcement alerting everyone to the change. 
Course Schedule
Week 1: The Historical Roots of the Public Sphere

[Date]:
Welcome to SPC 3272!


[Date]:
Read Gripsrud et al., “The Enlightenment and the Liberal Idea of the Public Sphere”
Week 2: Communicating Public Opinion in Mass Society

[Date]:
Read Gripsrud et al., “‘Mass Society,’ Democracy, and Public Opinion”

[Date]:
Read Hauser, “Reading Public Opinion from Vernacular Rhetoric”
Week 3: Speech and the Public Sphere: A Modern Rediscovery

[Date]:
Read Gripsrud et al., “The Public Sphere Resdiscovered”


Position Paper 1 due


[Date]:
Read Hauser, “Discourse, Rhetorical Discourse, and the Public Sphere”
Week 4: Democracy and the Public Sphere

[Date]:
Read Gripsrud et al., “The Public Sphere and Models of Democracy”

[Date]:
Read Hauser, “Democracy’s Narrative: Living in Roosevelt’s America”
Week 5: Vernacular Rhetoric and the Public Sphere

[Date]:
Read Hauser, “The Public Voice of Vernacular Rhetoric”

[Date]:
Read Hauser, “Civic Rhetoric and the Reticulate Public Sphere”
Week 6: Exam 1


[Date]:
Review Session


[Date]:
Exam 1
Week 7: Ideals and Exclusions of the Liberal Public Sphere
[Date]:
Read Hauser, “Reshaping Publics and Public Spheres: The Meese Commission’s Report on Pornography”

[Date]:
Read Arendt, excerpts from The Human Condition (in Gripsrud et al.)
Week 8: Subaltern Counterpublics

[Date]:
Read Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere” (in Gripsrud et al.)


Position Paper 2 due


[Date]:
Read Negt and Kluge, excerpt from Public Sphere and Experience (in Gripsrud et al.)
Week 9: Publics, Counterpublics, and Circulation

[Date]:
Read Warner, “Publics and Counterpublics”

[Date]:
Read Warner, “Styles of Intellectual Publics”
Week 10: Identity Construction in Counterpublic Formation

[Date]:
Read Hauser, “Narrative, Cultural Memory, and the Appropriation of Historicity”

[Date]:
Read Warner, “Something Queer about the Nation-State”
Week 11: Demand Rhetoric of Counterpublic Politics

[Date]:
Read Peters, “National and Transnational Public Spheres” (in Gripsrud et al.)


Position Paper 3 due


[Date]:
Read Mouffe, “Deliberative Democracy or Agonistic Pluralism?” (in Gripsrud et al.)
Week 12: Exam 2


[Date]:
Review Session


[Date]:
Exam 2
Week 13: Shifting Boundaries between Public and Private

[Date]:
Read Warner, “Public and Private”

[Date]:
Read Warner, “Sex in Public”
Week 14: Vernacular Rhetoric and the Administrative State

[Date]:
Read Hauser, “The Rhetoric of Publicness: Theory and Method”


Position Paper 4 due


[Date]:
Read Warner, “The Mass Public and the Mass Subject”
Week 15: New Directions in Public and Counterpublic Scholarship

[Date]:
Read Gripsrud et al., “Current Challenges”


Theory Essay due at 11:59 p.m. on Blackboard


[Date]:
Final Exam Review Session
Final Exam Period


[Date]:
Final Exam, [Time], in [Location]
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