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March 2, 2018

Mark Harvey, Ph.D.
Chair — Arts and Letters Undergraduate Program Committee
Re: Elimination of School of Communication and Multimedia Studies BA Pre-Major

Dr. Harvey and members of the DFSCAL UPC committee,

We seek to eliminate the “pre-Major” category for our undergraduate degree programs. This change has
already been effected for the “Multimedia Journalism Concentration” of our Multimedia Studies BA, but
we now seek to fully eliminate the pre-major for all BA degrees (to include the Film, Video and New
Media concentration of the Multimedia Studies BA as well the pre-major for the BA in Communication
Studies).

This change requires deleting the “admission requirements™ section for Bachelor’s Programs as well as
relocating language describing a maintenance GPA requirement for the Multimedia Journalism degree to
an alternate location in the catalog,.

Rationale for change

This change comes as a result of new financial aid regulations which no longer cover non-degree
applicable courses (including pre-majors). In order to eliminate this possible financial challenge we wish
to remove the pre-major allowing students to declare their major upon acceptance to the university.

Our curriculum and scheduling protocols have been updated and revised since the instaliation of the pre-
major and we feel confident the elimination of the pre-majors will not result in adverse consequences for
the School or its students.

Change One: Remove the Pre-Major from both the BA in Communication Studies and the BA in
Multimedia Studies (Film, Video and New Media concentration). This change requires:

DELETE the “Admission Requirements” subsection from the “BACHELOR”S PROGRAMS” section
entirely. This subsection deletion includes removing the following:
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Change Two: Revise the description of the Bachelor of Arts with Major ion Multimedia Studies to
preserve the minimum required GPA for Multimedia Journalism which would be deleted by “Change
One”

Current Language:

“Students who enroll for a Bachelor of Arts degree with Major in Multimedia Studies must choose one
of two concentrations: the Film, Video and New Media concentration or the Multimedia Journalism
concentration. In addition, students must meet all University and Dorothy F, Schmidt College of Arts
and Letters requirements. These include satisfactory completion of a total of 120 credits, 60 of which
must be earned at a four-year college or university, and 8 credits in sequence in a single foreign
language. A Multimedia Studies major must complete 12 upper-division credits in Arts and Letters
electives beyond the General Education requirements or complete a minor or a certificate program. A
student whose GPA falls below 2.5 will be dropped from the major. A GPA of 2.0 or higher is
required for transfer to the major.”

Revised Language

“Students who enroll for a Bachelor of Arts degree with Major in Multimedia Studies must choose one
of two concentrations: the Film, Video and New Media concentration or the Multimedia Journalism
concentration, In addition, students must meet all University and Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts
and Letters requirements. These include satisfactory completion of a total of 120 credits, 60 of which



i College of Arts and Letters
School of Communication

T & Multimedia Studies
[" J_,O| [ J_)j—g 777 Glades Road
ATLANTIC Boca Raton, FL 33431
UNIVERSITY tel: 561-297-3850

fax: 561-297-2615
www. fau.edu

must be earned at a four-year college or university, and 8 credits in sequence in a single foreign

language. A Multimedia Studies major must complete 12 upper-division credits in Arts and Letters

electives beyond the General Education requirements or complete a minor or a certificate

program. Students in ihe Multimedia Journalism concentraiion whose GPA falls below 2.0 will be
dropped from the major. Studenis in the Film, Video and New Media concentration whese GPA

falls below 2.5 will be drepped firom the major. A GPA of 2.0 or higher is required for transfer to

this major.”

Thank you for your review of this program change request.

Sincerely,

VO ——

1111am Trapani
Associate Director
School of Communication and Multimedia Studies

wtrapanl@fau.edu
561-297-2051
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