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Existing Catalog Language Proposed Change 
The Bachelor Urban and Regional Planning (B.U.R.P.) is a 
professional program that provides students with the knowledge 
base and analytical and design skills to address issues that affect 
the quality of life in neighborhoods, suburbs, cities, and regions. 
The curriculum consists of planning lecture courses, design 
courses, and professional practice courses that give students real-
world planning experience. Students select courses from a wide 
variety of electives that allow them to focus on topics of particular 
interest. Graduates of the program qualify for positions in a variety 
of public and private organizations, including local and state 
planning departments, nonprofit organizations and private-sector 
planning and development firms. 

Admission Requirements 
All students must meet minimum admission requirements of the 
University. Please refer to the  Admissions section  of this catalog 
for a more detailed discussion. 
 
Prerequisite Coursework for Transfer Students 
Students transferring to Florida Atlantic University must complete 
both lower-division requirements (including the requirements of 
the General Education Curriculum) and requirements for the 
college and major. Lower-division requirements may be completed 
through the A.A. degree from any Florida public college, university 
or state college or through equivalent coursework at another 
regionally accredited institution. 
 
Before transferring and to ensure timely progress toward the 
baccalaureate degree, students must also complete the 
prerequisite courses for their major as outlined in the Transition 
Guides.  All prerequisite courses must be completed by the 
Department's designated date or within the first year after 
transferring to FAU and before reaching senior status (90 total 
credits). 
 
All courses not approved by the Florida Statewide Course 
Numbering System that will be used to satisfy requirements will be 
evaluated individually on the basis of content and will require a 
catalog course description and a copy of the syllabus for 
assessment. 

 

The Bachelor Urban and Regional Planning (B.U.R.P.) is a 
professional program that provides students with the knowledge 
base and analytical and design skills to address issues that affect 
the quality of life in neighborhoods, suburbs, cities, and regions. 
The curriculum consists of planning lecture courses, design 
courses, and professional practice courses that give students real-
world planning experience. Students select courses from a wide 
variety of electives that allow them to focus on topics of particular 
interest. Graduates of the program qualify for positions in a variety 
of public and private organizations, including local and state 
planning departments, nonprofit organizations and private-sector 
planning and development firms. 

Admission Requirements 
All students must meet minimum admission requirements of the 
University. Please refer to the  Admissions section  of this catalog 
for a more detailed discussion. 
 
Prerequisite Coursework for Transfer Students 
Students transferring to Florida Atlantic University must complete 
both lower-division requirements (including the requirements of 
the General Education Curriculum) and requirements for the 
college and major. Lower-division requirements may be completed 
through the A.A. degree from any Florida public college, university 
or state college or through equivalent coursework at another 
regionally accredited institution. 
 
Before transferring and to ensure timely progress toward the 
baccalaureate degree, students must also complete the 
prerequisite courses for their major as outlined in the Transition 
Guides.  All prerequisite courses must be completed by the 
Department's designated date or within the first year after 
transferring to FAU and before reaching senior status (90 total 
credits). 
 
All courses not approved by the Florida Statewide Course 
Numbering System that will be used to satisfy requirements will be 
evaluated individually on the basis of content and will require a 
catalog course description and a copy of the syllabus for 
assessment. 

 
Degree Requirements 
All students in the Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning 
program must complete a minimum of 120 credits, including the 
following: 

1. Satisfaction of all University requirements for 
baccalaureate degrees; 

2. The last 30 upper-division credits (3000/4000-level 
courses) must be earned in residence at FAU; 

3. At least 39 credits of Planning Core courses; 
4. At least 9 credits of approved upper-division Elective 

courses from specific departments, see list below; 
5. At least 12 credits of Free Electives; 
6. A minimum grade of "C" is required for each core course. 

Degree Requirements 
All students in the Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning 
program must complete a minimum of 120 credits, including the 
following: 

1. Satisfaction of all University requirements for 
baccalaureate degrees; 

2. The last 30 upper-division credits (3000/4000-level 
courses) must be earned in residence at FAU; 

3. At least 39 credits of Planning Core courses; 
4. At least 9 credits of approved upper-division Elective 

courses from specific departments, see list below; 
5. At least 12 credits of Free Electives; 
6. A minimum grade of "C" is required for each core course. 

Planning Core Courses - 39 credits   
Course Title Course 

Number 
Credits 

Introduction to Urban Planning and 
Design 

URP 3000 3 

Planning Methods URP 4011 3 

Planning Core Courses - 39 credits   
Course Title Course 

Number 
Credits 

Introduction to Urban Planning and 
Design 

URP 3000 3 

Planning Methods URP 4011 3 
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City Structure and Change URP 4055 3 

Planning Implementation Strategies URP 4120 3 

Public Budgeting and Finance PAD 4223 3 

Introduction to Mapping and GIS GIS 3015C 3 

Introduction to Visual Planning 
Technology 

URP 4254 3 

Plan Making and Zoning (1) URP 4343 3 

Sustainable Cities URP 4403 3 

Capital Facilities Planning URP 4730 3 

Site Planning URP 4870 3 

RI: Planning Capstone (3) URP 4979 3 

Advanced Visual Planning 
Technologies (2) 

URP 4255 3 

Notes:   
1. URP 3000 is a prerequisite or must 
be taken at the same time.   
2. URP 4254 is a prerequisite.   
3. URP 4570 is a prerequisite.    

City Structure and Change URP 4055 3 

Planning Implementation Strategies URP 4120 3 

Public Budgeting and Finance PAD 4223 3 

Introduction to Mapping and GIS GIS 3015C 3 

Introduction to Visual Planning 
Technology 

URP 4254 3 

Plan Making and Zoning (1) URP 4343 3 

Sustainable Cities URP 4403 3 

Capital Facilities Planning URP 4730 3 

Site Planning (3) URP 4870 3 

RI: Planning Capstone (3) URP 4979 3 

Advanced Visual Planning Technologies 
(2) 

URP 4255 3 

Intro to Urban Design Technology URP 4884 3 

Notes:   
1. URP 3000 is a prerequisite or must 
be taken at the same time.   
2. URP 4254 is a prerequisite. 
3. URP4570 is a prerequisite   
3. URP 4884 (or instructor-approved 
equivalent) is a prerequisite.    

Elective Courses - 9 credits   
Students must choose two upper-
division electives appropriate to their 
field of study; these may be any 
3000/4000-level course from the 
following departments/schools: 
Architecture, Civil Engineering, 
Criminal Justice, Communications, 
Economics, Finance, Geosciences, 
History, Public Administration, Political 
Science, Sociology, Urban and Regional 
Planning or other departments with 
approval. Below is a list of suggested 
electives.   

Course Title Course 
Number 

Credits 

American Environmental History AMH 3630 3 

Economics of the Public Sector ECO 4504 3 

Urban and Regional Economics ECP 3603 3 

Environmental Economics ECP 4302 3 

Environmental Issues in Atmospheric 
and Earth Science 

EVR 3019 3 

Tourism and Commercial Recreation GEO 4542 3 

Introduction to Mapping and GIS GIS 3015C 3 

Remote Sensing of Environment GIS 4035C 3 

Coastal and Marine Sciences GLY 3731 3 

Earth Systems and Resources GLY 4012C 3 

Public Management and Administration PAD 3003 3 

Managing for Excellence in the Public 
and Nonprofit Sectors 

PAD 4332 3 

Elective Courses - 9 credits   
Students must choose two upper-
division electives appropriate to their 
field of study; these may be any 
3000/4000-level course from the 
following departments/schools: 
Architecture, Civil Engineering, 
Criminal Justice, Communications, 
Economics, Finance, Geosciences, 
History, Public Administration, 
Political Science, Sociology, Urban 
and Regional Planning or other 
departments with approval. Below is 
a list of suggested electives.   

Course Title Course 
Number 

Credits 

Public Finance and Budgeting  PAD 4223 3 

American Environmental History AMH 3630 3 

Economics of the Public Sector ECO 4504 3 

Urban and Regional Economics ECP 3603 3 

Environmental Economics ECP 4302 3 

Environmental Issues in 
Atmospheric and Earth Science 

EVR 3019 3 

Tourism and Commercial Recreation GEO 4542 3 

Introduction to Mapping and GIS GIS 3015C 3 

Remote Sensing of Environment GIS 4035C 3 

Coastal and Marine Sciences GLY 3731 3 

Earth Systems and Resources GLY 4012C 3 

Public Management and 
Administration 

PAD 3003 3 



Administrative Process and Ethics PAD 4604 3 

State and Local Government 
Administration 

PAD 4806 3 

Environmental Ethics PHI 3640 3 

Law and American Society POS 3691 3 

Politics of Community Development PUP 4623 3 

Principles of Real Estate REE 3043 3 

The Urban Community SYD 4602 3 

Environmental Planning Methods URP 4420 3 

Planning for Hazards/Disasters URP 4430 3 

Urban Development Planning Methods URP 4546 3 

Housing Policy and Planning URP 4741 3 

Urban Design: Theories and Methods URP 4883 3 

Urban Design Studio 1 URP 4920 3 

Planning Internship URP 4945 3 

Planning Abroad URP 4955 3 

Free Electives   12 
 

Managing for Excellence in the 
Public and Nonprofit Sectors 

PAD 4332 3 

Administrative Process and Ethics PAD 4604 3 

State and Local Government 
Administration 

PAD 4806 3 

Environmental Ethics PHI 3640 3 

Law and American Society POS 3691 3 

Politics of Community Development PUP 4623 3 

Principles of Real Estate REE 3043 3 

The Urban Community SYD 4602 3 

Environmental Planning Methods URP 4420 3 

Introduction to Programming in 
Python 

COP 3035C 3 

RI: Planning for Hazards/Disasters URP 4430 3 

Urban Development Planning 
Methods 

URP 4546 3 

Housing Policy and Planning URP 4741 3 

Urban Design: Theories and Methods URP 4883 3 

Urban Design Studio 1 URP 4920 3 

Planning Internship URP 4945 3 

Planning Abroad URP 4955 3 

Free Electives   12 
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	BURP Comparison Table to add

	Department: Department of Urban and Regional Planning
	Program Name: Bachelor of Urban & Regional Planning
	Effective Date TERM  YEAR: Fall 2026
	Faculty ContactEmailPhone: Diana Mitsova
dmitsova@fau.edu
	listdepts: None
	College: Charles E. Schmidt College of Science
	Check Box12: Off
	Change: The BURP program is a professional program that provides students with the knowledge base and analytical  skills to address issues that affect the quality of life in neighborhoods, suburbs, cities, and regions. The curriculum consists of planning lecture courses, planning skills courses, and professional practice courses that give students real-world planning experience.

Minor changes are proposed based on a consultation with the Departmental Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, faculty, advisors, alumni, and professionals to update to content and titles based on changes in the field. This includes adding a new technology-based course -- URP 4884 Introduction to Urban Design Technology -- to the core curriculum and adding COP 3035C Introduction to Programming in Python to the list of approved electives. Starting in Fall 2027, students enrolled in URP 4870 Site Planning will be required to take URP 4884 Introduction to Urban Design Technology as a prerequisite unless they have completed an instructor-approved equivalent. In the Notes, we are removing URP 4570  as a prerequisite, as there is no course under such notation in the existing catalog.  

URP 4430 Planning for Hazards and Disasters was approved as a research-intensive elective course. The new title for the course is: URP 4430 RI: Planning for Hazards and Disasters. The course title has been changed in the list of electives.
	Check Box1: Yes


