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Catalog Entry 

The Department of Sociology’s Health, Health Care, & Social Services Concentration prepares 
students for careers in health and social services-related fields through developing relevant 
background knowledge and analytical skills. The concentration includes courses from subfields in 
Sociology focused on health and illness, mental health, aging, disability, the health care industry, 
and related social policy issues like poverty and housing. Students in this program take courses 
that include topics relevant to a wide variety of health and social services professions and develop 
the skills to pursue educational and career opportunities in those areas. 

Concentration within the Sociology Major 

Health, Healthcare, and Social Services: Take at least 12 credits from courses marked *. All courses 
must be completed with a minimum of ‘C+’ to count towards the concentration.  

• SYO 3400, Sociology of Health, Medicine, and Illness* 

• SYO 3410, Sociology of Mental Health* 

• SYP 3550, Drugs & Society* 

• SYP 3740, Sociology of Aging & Dying* 

• SYP 3060, Human Sexuality & Social Change* 

• SYD 3804, Sociology of the Body* 

• SYD 4606, Sociology of Housing* 

• SYO 3534, Poverty & Society* 

• SYG 4941, Sociology Internship* (with department permission) 

• SYA 4930, Special Topics* (with department permission) 
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	Department: Sociology
	Program Name: Health, Health Care, & Social Services Concentration in the Sociology Major
	Effective Date TERM  YEAR: Fall 2025
	Faculty ContactEmailPhone: William McConnell
wmcconnell@fau.edu
216-990-4398
	listdepts: Social Work, Pre-Health Professions Office
	College: Arts & Letters
	Check Box12: Yes
	Change: In Fall 2024, the Sociology Department met with representatives from the College Advising Office to explore strategies for better showcasing career pathways for Sociology majors. Based on their recommendations, the department was encouraged to incorporate concentrations aligned with faculty expertise and curricular strengths.

After reviewing our course offerings, student interests, and career opportunities, the department proposes a new 12-credit concentration in Health, Health Care, & Social Services. Built entirely from existing, regularly offered courses, this concentration will provide students with focused training in this sociological subfield and prepare them for careers in health and social service fields.

In addition to the core competencies of the Sociology major—including social theory, research methodology, and public issue analysis—this concentration will provide students with specialized knowledge in sociological perspectives on health and illness, mental health, aging, disability, the health care industry, and key social determinants of health (e.g., poverty and housing). To complete the concentration, students must take 12 credits from a selection of nine relevant courses (listed in the attached catalog revision memo).

This concentration will help students develop a specialized focus within their elective coursework while equipping those interested in the intersection of sociology, health, and social services with the skills necessary to transition into relevant career paths.
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