
Policy to Support Students as Risk #1 

 

Policy change #1:  All FTIC students in their first year who complete the spring semester with an un-
recalculated FAU GPA of below 2.0 (based on the original grade before application of the NC grade) 
must complete a minimum of six credit hours of summer coursework at FAU.   

Rationale:  This policy is designed to put students back on track to graduate in a timely manner.  Too 
many first-year FTICs receive a grade of NC or withdraw from their classes because of poor academic 
performance.  In general, students perform better in the summer when there are fewer distractions.  By 
requiring students to take summer coursework, this policy has the goal of improving students’ academic 
performance.  Students will then regain the confidence to succeed in their course of study.  Students in 
the program will be provided the tutoring and advising support needed to be successful in their courses.  
Students in “financial hardship” may petition to have the requirement waived.  Some students, such as 
those living outside the FAU commuting area, may be allowed to take their courses online. 

 



 

Catalog changes for Policies #1 and #2 to Support Students at Risk: 

Limitation on Repeated Courses 
No course may be repeated more than once, whether at FAU or at any other institution, without the permission of the 
student’s advising office: University Advising Services, in the case of students with 45 or fewer completed credit 
hours; the college advising office, for those students with greater than 45 completed credit hours; or the Honors 
College Academic Support Services office, for students at the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College. To receive 
permission, the student must explain the reasons for the poor academic performance in past attempts and include a 
plan for success in the course on the next attempt.  Those students who are requesting permission to enroll in the 
same mathematics course for the third time (or any subsequent attempt) may be required to first enroll in and 
successfully complete a “math boot camp.” 

Good Academic Standing 
At Florida Atlantic University, students are in good standing if their cumulative (FAU) grade point average is 2.0 or 
higher and/or their current (most recent term) grade point average is 2.0 or higher. 

Satisfactory Academic Record 
To graduate from Florida Atlantic University, an undergraduate must achieve a satisfactory academic record. A 
satisfactory academic record is defined as an average of "C" or better on all work attempted (2.0 on a 4.0 scale). 
Certain majors may require higher standards. 

Academic Probation 
Undergraduate students who fail to earn a satisfactory grade point average (2.0 or higher) on all work attempted in 
any term are considered to be on academic probation. Students on academic probation who fail to earn a 2.0 grade 
point average on all work attempted in any term but have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher at FAU 
will be continued on academic probation. Students on academic probation who earn a 2.0 grade point average or 
higher in the next period of enrollment but whose cumulative grade point average at FAU is lower than 2.0 will be 
continued on academic probation. Undergraduates on academic probation should seek assistance from their 
academic advisors in improving their academic performance.  
 
First-semester freshmen who fail to earn a 2.0 grade point average in their coursework will be required to enter the 
ACCESS Program in their second semester and abide by the terms of continued enrollment stipulated by their 
ACCESS academic coach/advisor. ACCESS Program information may be found in the Student Services and 
Activities section of this catalog. 
 
Academic probation is removed when an undergraduate student earns at least a 2.0 grade point average in all work 
attempted during the next period of enrollment AND has a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher at Florida 
Atlantic University. 

Suspension and Dismissal 
An undergraduate student on academic probation who fails to earn a 2.0 grade point average in all work attempted in 
any term and who has a cumulative grade point average of lower than 2.0 at Florida Atlantic University will be 
suspended from the University. If at any time after having once been suspended, an undergraduate student fails to 
earn a 2.0 grade point average in all work attempted in any term and has a cumulative grade point average of lower 
than 2.0 at Florida Atlantic University, the student will be dismissed from the University. 

Academic Actions for Freshmen 
 
First-semester freshmen who fail to earn a 2.0 grade point average in their coursework will be required to enter the 
ACCESS Program in their second semester and abide by the terms of continued enrollment stipulated by their 
ACCESS academic coach/advisor. ACCESS Program information may be found in the Student Services and 
Activities section of this catalog.  

Freshmen in their first year who complete their first spring semester (including those starting in the spring semester) 
with an FAU GPA (“Undergraduate GPA”) of below 2.0 (original grades, not the NC grade, are used in the 
calculation) must enroll in a minimum of six credit hours of summer coursework at FAU.  The coursework taken must 
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be chosen in consultation with an academic advisor.  Those students who received a grade of NC in their last 
mathematics course may be required, as well, to first enroll in and successfully complete a “math boot camp.”   

Any exception to the summer coursework requirement due to financial hardship must be approved through a petition 
to University Advising Services. 

Those freshmen on academic suspension at the end of the spring semester will have the suspension deferred to 
enable them to take summer courses.  Suspension will be removed or applied at the end of the summer term based 
on the new GPA. 

Returning After Suspension 
A suspended student is eligible to re-enroll after a minimum of one semester and will return on academic probation 
due to previous suspension. All students returning from suspension are required to meet with an academic advisor, at 
which time the terms of re-enrollment will be specified. Students suspended with 59 or fewer earned credits will meet 
with an ACCESS academic coach/advisor. ACCESS Program information may be found in the Student Services and 
Activities section of this catalog. Students with 60 or more earned credits will meet with an academic advisor in their 
college. 
 
Returning After Dismissal 
A dismissed student, after a minimum of one year away from the University, may seek re-entry by reapplying to the 
University and petitioning for approval from the student's last college/major. If a student is seeking admission to a 
college different from the original college, the petition process will include notifying the new college regarding the 
student's intent. If at any time after having once been dismissed, an undergraduate student has a term and 
cumulative average below 2.0, the student will be dismissed from the University permanently. 

Deferred Probation, Suspension and Dismissal 
If an undergraduate student takes a single course (or a single course and linked laboratory) in a term and earns a 
semester GPA of less than a 2.0, and if this would result in the student being placed on probation or being 
suspended or dismissed, the action will be deferred until the end of the next term in which the student is enrolled. At 
that time, any academic action will be based on the grades earned in the "next term" and/or the cumulative GPA. In 
the event of deferred action, the student's academic status will remain the same action as at the end of the semester 
preceding the "single course" semester. 
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