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What is Section 508?

On this page:
» Section 508 overview <https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/what-section-508#508>
* Reasonable Accommodation <https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/what-section-508#ra>
« Disability rights laws <https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/what-section-508#dI>

Section 508 Overview

Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. § 794d), as amended by the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (P.L. 105-220)
requires federal agencies to develop, procure, maintain and use information and communications technology (ICT) that is
accessible to people with disabilities - regardless of whether or not they work for the federal government. The US Access Board
established the Section 508 standards that implement the law and provides the requirements for accessibility.

Section 508 requires federal agencies to make their ICT such as technology, online training and websites accessible for everyone.
This means that federal employees with disabilities are able to do their work on the accessible computers, phones and equipment
in their offices, take online training or access the agency’s internal website to locate needed information. Section 508 also means
that a person with a disability applying for a job with the federal government or a person who is using an agency’s website to get
information about a program, or completing an online form has access to the same accessible information and resources available
to anyone.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is any equipment or system that is used to create, convert, duplicate or access
information and data. Examples of ICT include, but are not limited to:

¢ Telephones, smart phones and mobile devices
¢ Televisions, DVD players and videotaped productions
¢ Internet and Intranet websites

« PDF documents

e Content on DVDs and CDs

 Online training

¢ Webinars and teleconferencing

¢ Technical support call centers

* Remote access websites and tools

 Tablet, laptop and desktop computers

» Software and operating systems

» User guides for software and tools

¢ Copiers, printers and fax machines
For more information about Section 508, please refer to one of the following sites:

* US Access Board ICT - Revised Section 508 Standards and 255 Guidelines website <http://go.usa.gov/x7vus>

» Section508.gov <https://www.section508.gov/>
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Reasonable Accommodation

Section 508 and Section 501 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are often confused with each other. Section 508 requires that the
federal government procure, create, use and maintain ICT that is accessible to people with disabilities, regardless of whether or
not they work for the federal government. Section 501 covers Reasonable Accommodation for an individual with a disability who is
either an applicant for a federal government job or already works for the federal government. Section 501 covers more than just
ICT for people with disabilities. To learn about Reasonable Accommodation at EPA, please visit:

« The Office of Civil Rights Reasonable Accommodation <https:/www.epa.gov/ocr/reasonable-accommodation> website

¢ Reasonable Accommodation during the EPA job application process and while employed at EPA <https:/iwww.epa.gov/careers/equal-

opportunity-employment-epa#tabs-2>

Disability Rights Laws

Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act is one of several disability laws. For more information about Disability Rights Laws, check
out:

¢ The Department of Justice's "A Guide to Disability Rights Laws

<https://www.ada.gov/cguide.htm>"

¢ How EPA ensures equal opportunities to individuals with disabilities <https://www.epa.gov/careers/equal-opportunity-employment-epa#tabs-2>

Accessibility Statement <https:/mwww.epa.gov/accessibility/epa-accessibility-statement>

Contact Us <https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/forms/contact-us-about-section-508-accessibility> t0 ask a question, provide feedback, or report a
problem.
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Discover.

Accessibility Statement
<https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/epa-
accessibility-statement>

Budget & Performance

<https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget>

Connect.

Data.gov
<https://www.data.gov/>

Inspector General
<https://www.epa.gov/office-inspector-
general/about-epas-office-inspector-
general>

Ask.

Contact EPA
<https://www.epa.gov/home/forms/contac
t-epa>

EPA Disclaimers
<https://www.epa.gov/web-policies-and-
procedures/epa-disclaimers>

Contracting

<https://www.epa.gov/contracts> Jobs <nhttps://iwww.epa.gov/careers> Hotlines
<https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-

EPA www Web Snapshot Newsroom hotlines>

<https://www.epa.gov/utilities/wwwepago <https://www.epa.gov/newsroom>

v-snapshots> FOIA Requests

Grants <https:/www.epa.gov/grants>

No FEAR Act Data
<https://www.epa.gov/ocr/whistleblower-
protections-epa-and-how-they-relate-non-
disclosure-agreements-signed-epa>

Plain Writing
<https://www.epa.gov/web-policies-and-
procedures/plain-writing>

Privacy
<https://www.epa.gov/privacy>

Open Government
<https://www.epa.gov/data>

Regulations.gov
<https://www.regulations.gov/>

Subscribe
<https://www.epa.gov/newsroom/email-
subscriptions-epa-news-releases>

USA.gov

<https://www.usa.gov/>

White House
<https://www.whitehouse.gov/>

<https://www.epa.gov/foia>

Frequent Questions
<https://www.epa.gov/home/frequent-
questions-specific-epa-programstopics>

Follow.

file:///C:/Users/mshaw/OneDrive - Florida Atlantic University/Web Accessibility/Other University Web Accessibility Policy/What is Section 508_ _ US EP...

2/3


https://www.epa.gov/ocr/reasonable-accommodation
https://www.epa.gov/careers/equal-opportunity-employment-epa#tabs-2
https://www.ada.gov/cguide.htm
https://www.epa.gov/careers/equal-opportunity-employment-epa#tabs-2
https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/epa-accessibility-statement
https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/forms/contact-us-about-section-508-accessibility
https://www.epa.gov/accessibility/epa-accessibility-statement
https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget
https://www.epa.gov/contracts
https://www.epa.gov/utilities/wwwepagov-snapshots
https://www.epa.gov/grants
https://www.epa.gov/ocr/whistleblower-protections-epa-and-how-they-relate-non-disclosure-agreements-signed-epa
https://www.epa.gov/web-policies-and-procedures/plain-writing
https://www.epa.gov/privacy
https://www.data.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/office-inspector-general/about-epas-office-inspector-general
https://www.epa.gov/careers
https://www.epa.gov/newsroom
https://www.epa.gov/data
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/newsroom/email-subscriptions-epa-news-releases
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/home/forms/contact-epa
https://www.epa.gov/web-policies-and-procedures/epa-disclaimers
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-hotlines
https://www.epa.gov/foia
https://www.epa.gov/home/frequent-questions-specific-epa-programstopics
https://www.facebook.com/EPA
https://twitter.com/epa
https://www.youtube.com/user/USEPAgov
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usepagov
https://www.instagram.com/epagov

3/10/23, 10:32 AM What is Section 5087 | US EPA

Privacy and Security
Notice
<https://www.epa.gov/privacy/privacy-
and-security-notice>
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