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February 1, 2018 
 
 
Dear OURI Members of the Council of Scholarship and Inquiry,  
 
I write this letter in strong recommendation of Dr. Ilaria Serra’s nomination for the 2017 Distinguished Mentor 
of the Year (DMOY) award: Excellence in Undergraduate Research and Inquiry.  Dr. Serra is dedicated, 
passionate and energetic about enhancing undergraduate research at Florida Atlantic University. I believe her 
efforts in this regard deserve high recognition. 
 
Dr. Serra engages students in undergraduate research by incorporating research into her undergraduate classes 
as well as by directing independent and experiential undergraduate research projects. In class, Dr. Serra has 
involved students in research through developing a research question to be referenced throughout the class and 
encouraging students to further develop this research and present it at the Spring 2018 OURI Conference. 
During another class she facilitates students’ writing of a collective research article, focusing on a different topic 
each time the course is taught, this article is published in an Italian newspaper of Venice.  
 
Outside of the classroom, Dr. Serra is equally involved in undergraduate research and inquiry. Dr. Serra runs a 
study abroad program to Italy every summer, during which time she supervises directed independent research 
studies. One of these research projects was funded by OURI-SURF in 2016. In another project Dr. Serra 
collaborated with a team of undergraduate students to translate Venetian art works and interview their authors. 
She presented this project at the 10th Annual Florida Statewide Symposium on Best Practices in Undergraduate 
Research. 
 
In sum, I highly recommend Dr. Serra as the OURI Distinguished Mentor of the Year.  I believe her dedication and 
interest in undergraduate research is demonstrated by her taking on these mentorships in her own time, as well 
as by the varied and multiple successes of her undergraduate students. I appreciate you giving Dr. Serra’s 
nomination the highest consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael J. Horswell 
Dean 
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