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Areas of Specialization 

Philosophy of Medicine 

Biomedical Ethics 

Philosophy of Science 

 

Academic Appointments 

2014- Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Honors College 

 Florida Atlantic University 

 

Assistant Professor of Clinical Biomedical Science, College of Medicine 

Florida Atlantic University (Secondary Appointment) 

 

2012-2014  Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Bioethics 

  University of South Carolina 

 

Education 

2012   PhD, Philosophy, University of Virginia 

 

2011  MA, Philosophy, University of Virginia 

 

2007   MA, Humanities, Old Dominion University 

 

1998   BA, Astronomy and Physics, University of Virginia 

 

 

Visiting Positions 

2013  Visiting Researcher, Columbia University Medical Center 

 

2012   Visiting Fellow, University of Helsinki 

 

 

Scientific Research Positions 

1998            NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, California 

 

1997            Maria Mitchell Observatory, Nantucket, Massachusetts 

 

1995-1996  McCormick Observatory, University of Virginia 



 

 

Journal articles  

(forthcoming) “Evaluating Diagnostic Tests,” Journal of Evaluation in Clinical Practice. 

 

(forthcoming) “Explaining with Models: The Role of Idealizations” (with Julie Jebeile), 

International Studies in Philosophy of Science. 

 

2015 “Managing Uncertainty in Diagnostic Practice.” Journal of Evaluation in Clinical Practice. 

Apr 16. doi: 10.1111/jep.12328.  

 

2014 “Causal Explanatory Pluralism and Medically Unexplained Physical Symptoms.” (with 

Michael Cournoyea) Journal of Evaluation in Clinical Practice. Dec;20(6):928-33. 

 

2013 “Differential Diagnosis and the Suspension of Judgment.” Journal of Medicine and 

Philosophy. Oct;38(5):487-500. 

 

2012 “A Non Representationalist View of Model Explanation.” Studies in History and 

Philosophy of Science. Volume 43, Issue 2, Pages 233-420.  

 

2011 “Ageing Gametes and Embryonic Death: A Response to Bovens.” Journal of Medical 

Ethics. 37:571-572 

 

2000 “Water Maser Emission from Comets.” (with Butler, Kogan, Palmer and Strelnitski) 

Astronomical Journal. 119:2465-2471. 

 

Book chapters  

(forthcoming) “Medical Decision Making,” Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Medicine. 

 

(forthcoming) “New Directions in Philosophy of Medicine,” (with Robyn Bluhm, Saana Jukola, 

Jacob Stegenga, and Serife Tekin), Bloomsbury Companion to Philosophy of Medicine. 

 

Bibliographies  

2015 “Philosophy of Evidence-Based Medicine.”(with Jeremy Howick and Alexander Mebius) 

in Oxford Bibilographies in Philosophy, ed. Duncan Pritchard. 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com. 

 

2014 “Idealizations in Science.” in Oxford Bibliographies in Philosophy, ed. Duncan Pritchard. 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com. 

 

Opinion Articles 

2015 “The title "Doctor" is an anachronism that disrespects patients,” British Medical Journal. 

 

2015 “The Vaccine Debate: Where do we go from here?” Prindle Post 

http://www.prindlepost.org/2015/05/the-vaccine-debate-where-do-we-go-from-here/. 

 

2013 “Do Medical Titles Harm the Physician-Patient Relationship?” British Medical Journal 

 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/
http://www.prindlepost.org/2015/05/the-vaccine-debate-where-do-we-go-from-here/


 

 

Book Review 
2013 Review of Pincock, Christopher. Mathematics and Scientific Representation.  International 

Studies in Philosophy of Science. 

 

Works under review/in progress 

“Research gaps in the philosophy of evidence based medicine” (revised and resubmitted) 

 

“Extra-Clinical Diagnostic Value” (in progress) 

 

“Antibiotic Resistance in Community Acquired Pneumonia” (in progress) 

 

“Diagnostic Evidence and Medical Value” (in progress for PSA 2016) 

 

Grant  

OURI Curriculum Grant ($5,000) with Kanybek Nur-Tegin (economics) to develop a new course 

entitled “Honors Health Economics and Ethics.”  

 

Press 

http://www.cxvascular.com/cn-latest-news/cardiovascular-news---latest-news/medical-titles-are-

hierarchical-and-hardly-appropriate-for-person-centred-care 

 

Presentations  

“Diagnostic Evidence and Medical Value” 

2016 Philosophy of Science Association meeting, Atlanta, Georgia 

 

“Extra-Clinical Diagnostic Value” 

2016 Values in Medicine Conference, University of Texas at Dallas 

 

“Diagnostic Value: Epistemic Worth and Practical Implications”  

2016 Making Medical Knowledge Conference, UC Irvine 

 

“Bioethics around the Globe” 

2016 Coffee with the Professor Series, Florida Atlantic University 

 

“The Value of a Diagnosis” 

2016 EBM working group, University of South Florida College of Medicine 

2015 San Diego State University 

 

“Ethics for the Future” 

2015 Max Planck Institute of Neuroscience, Florida  

 

“Evaluating Diagnostic Tests” 

2015 Mentoring Workshop for Early Career Women, UMass 

2015 University of South Florida Philosophy Colloquium 

 

 

http://www.cxvascular.com/cn-latest-news/cardiovascular-news---latest-news/medical-titles-are-hierarchical-and-hardly-appropriate-for-person-centred-care
http://www.cxvascular.com/cn-latest-news/cardiovascular-news---latest-news/medical-titles-are-hierarchical-and-hardly-appropriate-for-person-centred-care


 

 

“Don’t call me ‘Dr.’: Titles and Hierarchy in the Clinic” 

2014 American Society of Bioethics and Humanities, San Diego, CA 

 

“Idealization in the Process of Model Explanation”   

2014 Philosophy of Science Association Meeting Chicago, IL 

 

“A Non Representationalist View of Scientific Modelling”  

2014 University of Utah 

 

“How to Prepare for Medical School….and What Comes After” 

2014 Phi Delta Epsilon Medical Fraternity, University of South Carolina 

 

“Explanatory Models and De-idealization” 

2013 Society for Philosophy of Science in Practice Meeting, Toronto, Canada 

 

“Ethics and Evidence: Integrating Ethical Reflection into Clinical Reasoning” 

2013 Palmetto Health Hospital, Columbia, SC 

 

“Accepting Uncertainty in Medical Diagnosis”  

2013 Cognitive Attitudes and Values in Science, University of Notre Dame  

 

“Differential Diagnosis: Ethical and Evidential Considerations” 

2013 Bioethics Series, University of South Carolina 

2013 Wilkes Honors College, Florida Atlantic University 

 

“Differential Diagnosis and Uncertainty in Medicine” 

2013 International Advanced Seminar in Philosophy of Medicine, Paris, France 

 

“Ethical Diagnosis” 

 2013 Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology, University of Texas at Dallas 

 

Realism through Idealization: Explanatory Models in Science” 

2012 Models and Simulations 5, Helsinki, Finland 

 

“Idealization and Explanation in Astrophysics”  

2012 APA Central Division Meeting Chicago, IL 

 

2011 Logic, Mathematics & Physics Graduate Conference, University of Western Ontario 

 

“Idealization and Inference: How False Models Explain”  

2011 14th Congress of Logic, Methodology, and Philosophy of Science, Nancy, France 

2011 Epistemology of Modeling and Simulations Conference, University of Pittsburgh 

 

“How False Models Explain: A Non-Representationalist View”  

2011 University of Miami Annual Graduate Epistemology Conference, Miami, Florida 

 



 

 

“Models and Scientific Understanding”  

2010 Philosophy of Science Association Biennial Meeting, Montréal, Canada 
 
Poster Sessions 

1998 American Astronomical Society Meeting: 

“Maria Mitchell’s Comet – A Challenge Once More?” abstract available from 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1997AAS...191.3801B 

 

“The Mystery of H2O Cometary Masers,” abstract available from 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1997AAS...191.7108G 

 

Conference and Panel Participation 

2016 Ethics of Donation panel member, College of Medicine, Florida Atlantic University  

2013 session chair, Philosophy of Medicine Roundtable, Columbia University  

2013 member, panel for discussion of The Emperor of all Maladies: A Biography of Cancer, 

University of South Carolina 

2011 Forum on Experimental Knowledge and Deep Structure of the World, Virginia Tech 

 

Teaching  

2016 Human Health around the Globe, Life Long Learning Center, Jupiter Florida 

2016 Honors Theory of Knowledge, Wilkes Honors College 

2015 Humanities for Scientists, Humanities in the World lecture series, Xiamen University  

2015 Philosophical Issues in Scientific Modeling, Oxford Summer School, Xiamen, China 

2015 Ethics in Medicine and Society, Summer Humanities Institute, Wilkes Honors College 

2015, 2016 Honors Biomedical Ethics, Wilkes Honors College 

2015 Honors Modern Philosophy, Wilkes Honors College 

2014, 2015 Honors Philosophy of Medicine, Wilkes Honors College 

2014, 2015 Honors Introduction to Logic, Wilkes Honors College 

2014 Transforming Healthcare for the Future, University of South Carolina 

2013 Ethics and Professionalism, University of South Carolina School of Medicine 

2013 Medical Ethics, University of South Carolina 

2012, 2013 Inductive Logic, University of South Carolina 

2011 Reason and Knowledge, Virginia Commonwealth University 

2010 Modern Philosophy (teaching assistant), University of Virginia 

2009 Symbolic logic (teaching assistant), University of Virginia 

 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1997AAS...191.3801B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1997AAS...191.7108G


 

 

Student supervision 

Zoe Aizenman (2015-2016 senior thesis) 

Jessica Bartlett (2015-2016 senior thesis) 

Felicia Cooper  (2015 symposium presentation) 

Calvin Gregg (2016 research assistant) 

Lauren Koff (2015, second reader, senior thesis) 

Andrew Li (2015-2016 research assistant, 2015 symposium presentation) 

Lauren Lowy (2015 research assistant) 

Kendyl Stewart (2015-2016 research assistant, senior thesis) 

Jonathan Summersbee (2015-2016 senior thesis, 2015 symposium presentation) 

Reem Warrayat (2015-2016 senior thesis) 

Ashley Zito (2015 symposium presentation, research assistant, 2015-2016 senior thesis) 

 

Service and Professional Development 

 Reviewer for:  

Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics, Synthese, The Monist, Erkenntnis, Science and Education, 

Journal for the General Philosophy of Science, Patient-Centered Outcomes and Research, Social 

Epistemology 

 

Committee and organizational service: 

2016 organizing committee for “Too Much Medicine Conference” Oxford University 

2016 interviewer for Scholar’s Day applicants, Wilkes Honors College 

2016 reviewer for Scholar’s Day applicants, Wilkes Honors College 

2105-2016, co-Chair Symposium Committee, Wilkes Honors College 

2015, 2016 Ethics Bowl co-chair, Wilkes Honors College 

2015, member, Committee for designing Bachelor of Science degree, Wilkes Honors College 

2014-2015 member, Symposium Committee, Wilkes Honors College 

2013-2014 member, Expert Panel for Resident Ethics Conferences, University of South Carolina  

2013, 2014 member, selection committee for the College of Social Work Student Travel Award, 

University of South Carolina. 

2013 Conference co-organizer: Death: The Reality of an Idea, University of South Carolina. 



 

 

2009 Conference assistant: Models and Simulations 3, University of Virginia. 

 

Awards 

2016, 2015 Faculty Development Grant, Wilkes Honors College 

2014 HSS/NSF Travel Grant 

2012 Visiting Fellowship in Philosophy of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, Finland 

2012 APA Central Division Graduate Student Travel Stipend 

2011 Logic Methodology and Philosophy of Science Graduate Student Stipend 

2011, 2010 History of Science Society Travel Grant 

2009 J. Robert Huskey Travel Fellowship 

2009 Language Study Award, University of Bologna, Italy 

2007-2010 Philosophy Graduate Student Fellowship, University of Virginia 

2005-2006 Humanities Graduate Student Fellowship, Old Dominion University 

1997 Air Force Fellowship for research in binary star systems, University of Virginia 


