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What is NOAA doing about finfish?
! Grant funding:
! Sea Grant, SK, SBIR, Commissions fund you
! Support research at National Labs - Blackcod, Seriola
! Tools for rules – Siting, genetics and whales
! Workshops
! International Agreements – access to technology from 

other countries
! Outreach and Communication of Science
But….We have to do what Congress tells us to do…
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Congressional Direction from the FY20 Approps

! NMFS is encouraged to give priority consideration to promising but less 
commercially developed technologies, such as those targeting shellfish, 
seaweed, and other relative newcomers to the domestic aquaculture 
industry. The Committee provides $2,500,000 in the NMFS Aquaculture 
budget for this purpose.

! the Committee provides no less than $5,000,000 to support ongoing research 
in off-bottom Eastern oyster production in coastal areas, particularly 
in areas where this method is being exploited for commercial production, 
including the Gulf of Mexico, and encourages NMFS to dedicate resources to 
support regional partnerships for genetics, disease, and economic modeling. 
NOAA is encouraged to use the increase above fiscal year 2019 levels to 
explore new research topics, including engineering of ocean-based 
infrastructure, accumulation and metabolization rates of 
brevetoxins in commonly farmed shellfish, and integrated 
multitrophic aquaculture.

! General NOAA Report Language Shellfish genetics.—The recommendation 
includes up to $10,000,000 to improve shellfish survival and growth 
rates and to classify and preserve the natural genetic variation of 
shellfish. NOAA is encouraged to support regional partnerships to classify 
and preserve natural genetic variation in shellfish. 
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Per capita dose of LC Omega 3 fatty acids

Consumption  X Nutrient Concentration =
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Willett et al 2019

The pink one is us

We eat too much above this line 
and too little below the line

Only Asia eats enough fish
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Other
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