Marine Science and Oceanography Non-Thesis Comprehensive Exam Instructions

Written Comprehensive Examination Format:
To ensure that all MSO/Non-Thesis students are examined in a thorough and equitable manner within the 3 specialty areas, the following are acceptable exam formats and expectations:

A) Each written exam will be administered on the date agreed to by the student and their committee members.

B) Each exam must cover one of the 3 chosen specialty areas (i.e., two committee members cannot cover the same specialty area).

C) Exams will consist of questions unknown to the student prior to administering the exam.

D) Question types should require written responses; primarily, of essay and definition format. In addition to expecting a broad knowledge base covered within the 3 specialty areas, assessing written communication skills of these students is also very important.

E) Exams should be of sufficient rigor and coverage thereby typically requiring significant study efforts by Students (which is why students are required to contact committee members the term prior to the actual exams). Committee members should provide students with reading and supplemental study suggestions upon request.

F) The assumption will be that closed-book format will be used for the exam. If open-book format is used, such exams should be of sufficient rigor to be comparable to a closed-book exam. In either case, a specific timeframe must be established when the student and committee member initially meet (i.e., term before) to schedule the exam (e.g., 3 hours for a closed-book exam; due in 24 hours for an open-book exam).

G) Previous or current course work (or associated exams therein) cannot substitute for the Comprehensive Exams.

H) Research papers cannot substitute for the Comprehensive Exams. Such papers, however, may supplement the written exam, if this is required by a committee member (who must articulate this to the MSO office and directors when the student schedules the exam).
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