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FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK, DSW PROGRAM
SOW 7494 Sec.  Call No. (4 Credit Hours)
Advanced Clinical Social Work Research & Statistics

Boca Raton Campus

Semester: Fall/Spring/Summer A/B/C Classroom: SO 315 Boca Raton
Start/End Date: Months/Year Class Times:

Instructor: Office Hours:

Phone: Office Location:

Email: Web: www.fau.edu/ssw

Blackboard: http//bb.fau.edu

DSW Program Mission

The DSW program provides doctoral-level practitioners with educational experiences that will

allow them to engage in advanced clinical social work practice, conduct advanced clinical

research, teach evidence-based practice courses, and assume leadership roles in the social work

profesion. Upon completion, DSW graduates will be able to:

e Integrate social work, social, and behavioral sciences with other disciplines as the basis for
the highest level of evidence-based social work practice.

e Demonstrate professionalism, leadership, ethical principles, and scientific integrity in
advanced social work practice, education, and research.

e Provide collaborative leadership in the development of social work evidence-based practice
models and standards of care for diverse populations.

e Generate client, systems, practice, and outcomes research.

o Analyze theory, empirical research, and other evidence to guide improvements in social work
practice.

e Utilize information systems and technology to enhance social work education and practice.

I Course Description

The course builds on the SOW 7433 and provides core concepts of rigorous research,
inferential statistics, statistical interpretation and critical analysis of empirical studies to
inform advanced clinical social work practice.

. Relevance to Educational Program

In order to maximize services to client systems that are effective in achieving valued
outcomes, and to minimize ineffective and harmful services, social workers must have the
knowledge and skills to formulate well-structured and answerable questions about clinical
practice, and locate, critically appraise, apply, and evaluate the best evidence for making
practice and policy decisions.



This clinical research and statistics course provides advance knowledge and skills in
research methods with special attention to analyzing and evaluating advanced social
work practice. This course provides a basis for understanding inferential statistical
methods and interpretation for the Capstone project and for potential self-directed
advanced clinical social work research activities following graduation.

I. COURSE OBJECTIVES

At the end of the course it is expected that students will be able to:
» Demonstrate an understanding of advanced social work research skills pertinent

to improving the profession of social work through (a) analysis of research data
and (b) interpretation of research results.

Apply critical thinking skills to peer-reviewed journal articles for the purpose of
critiquing the appropriateness, accuracy, quality, and scientific rigor of study
designs, methods, analyses, and results and conclusions;

Analyze and evaluate research as a tool to define, design, monitor, and evaluate
outcomes of clinical practice issues, and explain how research can be used to
guide professional practice at all levels on the micro-macro continuum;

Apply advanced research knowledge and skills to evaluate effective clinical
practice and assess implications of research for professional practice;

Interpret and analyze implications of applying social work values to past and
future research on persons who historically have suffered disadvantage on the
basis of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, or other devalued
statuses;

Evaluate the values of the profession as they relate to research and practice
assessment; and

Evaluate the utilization of research with the integration of knowledge, skills, and
values in the field.

Demonstrate application of research findings torimprove practice knowledge,
including practice with vulnerable populations.

V. LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

This course includes both real-time classroom and online class environments. The
student is a co-creator of the learning experience and environment. |t is the purpose of
this course to provide knowledge and access to resources that will serve as a
springboard for class collaboration and group projects. The course may include
recorded lectures using voice-over graphic presentations, discussion blogs, reading
assignments, assignments involving social media, online activities, and online group
presentations.

VI. Required Textbooks
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