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Neither of these changes affect the CIP code for this degree program

Details of the proposed changes are attached.

Please explain the requested change(s) and offer rationale below or on an attachment
We are requesting 4 changes to the doctoral pragram in the Department of Exceptional Student Education:
1. Changing the program to increase quantitative or qualitative research methods;
2. Replacing open electives with electives in quantitative or qualitative research methods;
3. Adding a requirement to conduct formal research prior to admission to doctoral candidacy;

4. Changing the type of doctorate offered from the EdD (Doctor of Education) to the PhD (Doctor of Philosophy).
This also includes changing the name of the degree from Exceptional Student Education to Special Education.
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Proposed Change to Doctoral Program in Exceptional Student Education

January 2020

The Department of Exceptional Student Education is requesting approval of 4 changes to the

doctoral program. These changes are provided in the following summary.

1. Changes to didactic course requirements in research and statistics: Add two 3-credit
courses in Quantitative or Qualitative Methods.

Current Program

The current doctoral program
in ESE requires 9 credits in
research and statistics:

e STA 7114 Advanced
Educational Statistics

o EDF 7482 Advanced
Educational Research

o Elective in Research or
Statistics (3 credits)

Proposed Program

The proposed change increases the
research and statistics requirement
from 9 to 15 credits:

e STA 7114 Advanced Educational
Statistics

e EDF 7482 Advanced Educational
Research

e Elective in Quantitative or
Qualitative Methods (3 credits)

e Elective in Quantitative or
Qualitative Methods (3 credits)

e Elective in Quantitative or
Qualitative Methods (3 credits)

Rationale

The change will
better prepare
graduates for roles
that require a
broader range of
research and inquiry
skills, and a deeper
set of
methodological
skills.

2. Changes to open elective course requirements: Remove the requirement for open

electives.

Current Program

The current doctoral
program in ESE requires 6
credits of open electives.

Proposed Program

Rationale

The proposed change
removes the requirement
for open electives. The 6
credits allocated for open
electives are replaced by the
added research courses.

The change enables a greater
focus on research. inquiry,
and methodological rigor
without increasing the credits
required for the degree.
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3. Change to research requirement prior to achieving doctoral candidacy: Add a 3-6
credit requirement to conduct formal research prior to admission to doctoral candidacy.

Current Program

The current doctoral
program does not
require students to
engage in research prior
to achieving candidacy
or enrolling in
dissertation study.

Proposed Program

The proposed change
requires students to
conduct formal research
for admission to
candidacy. Students will
complete 3-6 credits of
EEX 7918 Pre-Candidacy
Research in Special
Education, and

design, conduct and write
the results of a study.

Rationale

Although some doctoral; students do
conduct research prior to candidacy
and the dissertation, many do not.
The pre-candidacy research
requirement supplements students’
didactic research courses, adds depth
and experience to students’ research
preparation, better prepares them for
their comprehensive (qualifying)
examination, and better prepares
them for the dissertation.

4. Change to the type of doctorate offered at FAU: Change from the Doctor of
Education (EdD) to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). This also includes changing the
name of the degree from Exceptional Student Education to Special Education. Neither
of these changes affect the CIP code for the doctoral degree program.

The Department of Exceptional Student Education is proposing to change the type of degree
from the EdD to the PhD to commit explicitly to a doctorate grounded in research preparation

and applied scholarship. The PhD will provide several advantages for FAU students. Although
the current program is quite rigorous, the EdD is at times mistaken to be a practitioner degree, a
distinct disadvantage for attracting future graduates intending to pursue faculty positions in
higher education, as well as for international applicants. The distinction between the EdD as a
practitioner’s degree and the PhD as a research degree has been debunked repeatedly for many
years. As early as 1984, deans of education colleges that granted both degrees reported that such
a distinction was rarely found (Schneider et al., Phi Delta Kappan). Two decades later, Shulman
et al. (2006) reported a similar observation: after years of trying to make a distinction between
the two degrees, no universally-agreed upon difference actually exists, although there are
numerous proposals regarding what distinctions could exist. Where distinctions between the two
types of programs are proposed, the EAD does not look like the PhD or our current doctorate.

Because of the continued confusion, applicants for the doctorate in special education often face
disadvantages in securing university positions and other roles with intensive research
expectations. International applicants also face difficulties since few examples of EdD programs
(or scholars) exist outside of the United States. A PhD program will further enhance FAU’s
research profile, expand the pool of applicants searching for a research-based doctorate, and
serve as a means to solidify the ESE Department’s place in the field on the local, state, national
and international levels.
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