Department of Counselor Education

Transmittal Form for Program Change

The Ed.8. Program in the Department of Counselor Education is seeking change in degree requirements
to bring it in line with other Ed. 8. programs in the College of Education and with neighboring Ed.S.
Counseling programs, The proposal also involves a corresponding change in catalog description which
will read:

Those seeking the Ed.S. in one of the Counselor Education tracks must complete an approved
program with a minimum of 72 graduate credits. Additional coursework and other requirements
may be required for certification or licensure. Likewise, additional coursework may be required
tofemove deficiencjes.
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DOCUMENTATION—December, 2011
Description, Rationale, and Proposed Change to the Specialist Degree
Prepared by Drs. Len Sperry & Irene Jolinson

The Department of Counselor Education is requesting a change in the catalog description and in the
number of credits for its Education Specialist degree ( Ed.S.).

Description: Several years ago the Department of Counselor Education increased the required number of
hours for its M.Ed. from 48 credits to 60 credits. Before the change, the Ed.S. required 24 credit hours
beyond the 48 credit hour M.Ed. for a total 72 credits hours beyond the bachelor’s degree. However, no
adjustment was made in the Ed.S. credit hour requirement, so that today, the requirement remains at 84
credit hours [24 credit hours beyond the 60 credit hour M.Ed].

Rationale: At 84 credit hours beyond the bachelor’s degree, the Counselor Education Ed.S. is
problematic. First, it is /2 credits more than other FAU Ed.S. programs, wherein both the Ed.S. in
Educational Leadership and in Curriculum and Instruction require only 72 graduate credit hours. It is also
involves more hours than two FAU doctoral programs ([Ph.D. in Public Administration and the DNP in
Nursing]. Second, the Ed.S. in Counselor Education requires up fo 24 credits more than " competing
counseling programs. This means that current FAU requirements effectively favor graduates from shorter
masters [45- 48 credit hour] programs, such as Nova Southeastern University, St. Thomas University, and
Palm Beach Atlantic University and is discriminatory to our FAU program graduates. Third, it is a
disincentive and demoralizing for FAU graduates in that the cost is double what students coming from
other program pay.

The requested change will bring (1) FAU Counselor Education Ed.S. credit hour requirements in
alignment with neighboring programs, (2) restore equity with other Ed.S. programs in the College of
Education, and (3) will stop the unintended discrimination against our M.Ed. graduates.

This credit hour inequity can be rectified by approving the proposed change. It will also simplify the
somewhat confusing language of the current catalog description.

Proposed Change:
Current Catalog Description:

“For Counselor Education, students must complete a minimum of 33 credits in an approved program.
With permission, students may transfer into their Ed.S. program 6-9 credits from an approved master’s
degree program. These 6-9 credits may be added to the minimum 24 credits above the master’s degree.
This will equal a total of at least 72 graduate credits above the bachelor’s degree.”

“Note: Up to 9 graduate credits may be transferred from a previous master’s degree (in-counseling or
closely related field) from FAU. Up to 6 graduate credits may be transferred from a previous master’s
degree (in counseling or closely related field) from another university.” (FAU 2010-11 Catalog)

Proposed Catalog Description:

“Those seeking the Ed.S. in one of the Counselor Education fracks must complete an approved program
with a minimum of 72 graduate credits. Additional conrsework and other requirements may be required
for certification or licensure, Likewise, additional coursework may be required to remove deficiencies.”

This proposed change has already been approved by the Department of Counselor Education faculty and
signed off by the chairs of the other departments within the College of Education.
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From: Irene Johnson

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2011 3:23 PM

To: Darlene Frederick

Subject: FW: Changes to Counseling Program

ED 5 revision

From: Michael Brady

Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2011 11:48 AM
To: Irene Johnson

Cc: Sharon Darling; Rangasamy Ramasamy
Subject: Changes to Counseling Program

Irene — I'm responding to your request from the ESE Department regarding changes to your Ed Specialist degree. it is
difficuit for me to imagine that students in your Department can earn an Educational Specialist degree with only 12 credits
beyond the master's degree. However, it is my understanding that letters from the departments should be concerned
primarily with the question of whether courses and degrees proposed by other departments wili duplicate or confiict with
our own courses and degrees. On that question, | do not see any confiict.

Michael P. Brady, PhD

Professor & Chair

Department of Exceptional Student Education
Florida Atfantic University

777 Glades Road

Boca Raton, FL. 33431

(561) 297-3281

mbrady@fau.edu




Colleagues:

| hope this message provides clarity to the previous request regarding revisions to the CE Ed.S. degree.

The current ED.S. degree requirement for FAU Counseling program graduates is a minimum of 84
graduate credit. This is 12 credits more that FAU’s Ed.S. programs in Educational Leadership and
Curriculum and Instruction require. Moreover, the current Ed.S. in Counseler Education requires up to
24 credits more that some competing counseling programs.

Therefore, we are proposing to change the minimum number hour from 84 to 72 credit hours
beyond the bachelor’s degree. The curriculum content will not change. For example students seeking
the £d.S. with a major in Mental Health Counseling who are graduates of the FAU 60 hour M.ED. in
Counselor Education must complete an approved program with a minimum of 12 credits.

Typically the State stipulates four core courses for licensure in Mental Health Counseling in addition to
the degree, practicum and internship.

These courses are:
1. Psychopathology MHS 6070
2. lIssues in Mental Health Counseling MHS 6701
3. Counseling and Human Sexuality MHS 6470
4. Substance Abuse in Counseling MHS 6450

Additional coursework may be included in the program of study contingent upon the student’s career
goals and/or additional specialty counseling coursework.

| am requesting your approval for this change. If you need additional clarification please call me or stop
by the office,

Thanks Irene
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Colleagues:
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Proposed Changes in Course Requirements

The Ed.5. in Counselor Education requires a minimum of 72 credit hours beyend the bachelor degree.

Those seeking the Ed.S. I‘i fovie of th

Counselor Edueation

_.----1 Comment [PF1]: Deleted: with a major [n
Mental Health Counsefing

M.ED. in Counselor Education must complete an approved program with a minimum of 12 credits above
the master’s degree. Graduates with other FAU degrees or from other institutions may need additional
courses.

Those seeking the Ed.S. with a major in School Counseling Li‘\;‘-.ﬁi) are seking initial 07 cerit { Comment [DF2}:

complete an approved program with a minimum of 24 credits above the master’s degree. Graduates
with other FAU degrees or from other institutions may need additional courses.

N.B.: Applicants should be aware that, besides graduate coursework, additional requirements must be
met to qualify for certification and/or licensure.




Darlene Frederick

From: Irene Johnson

Sent: Monday, Cctober 24, 2011 3:25 PM
To: Darlene Frederick

Subject: FW: The Ed.S. program proposal
EdS Revision

From: Jim Mclaughlin

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2011 8:33 AM
To: Irene Johnson

Subject: The Ed.S. program proposal

Irene:

There is no conflict with your proposal for the Ed.S. and the courses or programs in the Department of
Curriculum, Culture, and Educational Inquiry. Take care.

Jim McLaughlin

H. James McLaughlin, Ph.D.

Professor and Chair

Department of Curriculum, Culture, and Educational Inquiry
338 Education building

Florida Atlantic University

Boca Raton, FL.

561-297-3965
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