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Ed.S. admission criteria 

 

Rationale for the changes proposed: 

In the past few years when the Graduate College suspended the requirement of the GRE, we had 

the opportunity to review for the GRE played a role in our decision making around admissions. 

Based on our experiences, we find that the removal of the GRE will not have an adverse impact 

on the program and our decisions about applicants. We have added a requirement of a personal 

statement from the candidate and added more specificity to the requirements for the letters of 

recommendation. 

 
Specialist in Education with Major in Curriculum and Instruction 

 

The Education Specialist Degree (Ed.S.) in Curriculum and Instruction is designed for students 

who wish to continue graduate studies beyond the master's (M.Ed.) degree but do not desire the 

Doctor of Philosophy degree (Ph.D.), which requires additional courses and a research 

dissertation. The Education Specialist Degree requires a minimum of 33 credits above the M.Ed. 

degree. The degree must be completed within seven years from the date a student is admitted to 

the Ed.S. degree program. A student can take no more than one-third of the total credits in this 

program as a non-degree student before being officially admitted to the program. The Ed.S. 

degree requires 33 credits. 

 
Admission Requirements 

To be considered for admission to the Ed.S. in Curriculum and Instruction Program, students 

must complete the graduate application and provide documentation that they have: 

 

1. A master's degree from a regionally accredited college or university; 

 

2. An overall grade point average of 3.0 or better in the last 60 credits of undergraduate work 

prior to the granting of the bachelor's degree; 

 2. A Personal statement that describes the applicant’s research interests vis-à-vis their 

professional trajectory and the anticipated benefit of a specialist degree in Curriculum and 

Instruction. 
 

3. An overall grade point average of at least 3.25 or better on all graduate work attempted; 

 

4. a. Minimum scores of 143 (quantitative) and 148 (verbal) and 3.5 (analytical writing) on the  

Graduate Record Examination (GRE) for students with an undergraduate GPA above 3.5 and 

graduate GPA above 3.4; 

b. Minimum scores of 145 (quantitative) and 153 (verbal) and 3.5 (analytical writing) on the 

GRE for students with an undergraduate GPA of 3.0 to 3.49 and graduate GPA above 3.25 to 

3.39; 

c. Scores may not be more than five years old; 
 

45. Two signed letters of recommendation on professional letter head that address applicant’s 

academic skills and scholarly potential from two professors and/orional supervisors/colleagues 
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