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COT 6405 
ANALYSIS OF ALGORITHMS  

Days/Time: TBA  
3 credits 

 
Semester: TBA  
Professor: TBA 

Office: TBA 
Office Hrs.: TBA  
Telephone: TBA 

Email: TBA 
 
 

 

Course Description 
Design and analysis of algorithms from several areas of computer science. Topics include divide 
and conquer, maximum flow, dynamic programming, greedy algorithms, NP-completeness and 
approximation algorithms. 

Instructional Method 
Instructional method will be added, following the FAU guidelines: 
https://www.fau.edu/registrar/courses/istru-method/  

Prerequisites/Corequisites 
Graduate standing with major in CS, CE, or AI, or permission of instructor. 

Course Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes 
Course objectives (CO) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Design algorithms using pseudocode. (CO: 1) 
2. Analyze expressions, pseudocode, and algorithms using asymptotic notations. (CO: 2) 
3. Solve recurrences using Master’s Theorem, backward substitution, and forward 

substitution. (CO: 3) 
4. Apply representative algorithmic techniques: brute force, divide-and-conquer, 

backtracking, branch-and-bound, linear programming, greedy algorithms, dynamic 
programming, and maximum flow. (CO: 4) 

5. Analyze data structures and the running time of their operations using asymptotic 
notations. (CO: 5) 

6. Classify problems into classes P, NP, and NP-complete. (CO:6) 
7. Apply reducibility method to NP-complete problems. (CO:7) 
8. Solve hard problems using approximation algorithms. (CO:8) 
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Course Evaluation Method 
5 Homework (15% each) – 75% 
Class Participation – 5%                                       
Programming Project – 20% 

Course Grading Scale 
[90, 100]  A,  [85, 90)  A – ,   [80, 85)   B +,   [75, 80)   B,   [70, 75)   B –,    [67, 70)  C +,       
[63, 67)   C,  [60, 63)   C –,    [57, 60)    D +,  [53, 57)   D,   [50, 53)   D –,    [0 – 50)     F. 
 

Policy on Makeup Tests, Late Work, and Incompletes (if applicable) 
• Late work is not acceptable. 
• Grades of Incomplete (“I”) are reserved for students who are passing a course but have not 

completed all the required work because of exceptional circumstances. If you have solid 
evidence of medical or otherwise serious emergency, please contact the instructor as soon as 
possible to discuss the possibility of an Incomplete grade. 

• No extra work or bonus problems/assignments will be assigned to improve the course grade. 
All assignments will be counted in the final grade. 

 

Special Course Requirements (if applicable) 
NA  

Classroom Etiquette Policy (if applicable) 
This is an online course and all materials will be posted on Canvas. Students should log in at 
least two times per week to make sure they are up to date with announcements, postings, 
messages, and assignments. Students who fail to meet this obligation are considered to abandon 
the course and will be dropped from the course. Being dropped from the course is irrevocable. In 
case of major illness or other large-scale issues, students should contact the instructors 
immediately to formulate a resolution (if possible). Notifying the instructors after the fact will 
not be sufficient to prevent being dropped. 
 
Due to the casual communication common in the online environment, students are sometimes 
tempted to relax their grammar, spelling, and/or professionalism; however, remember you are 
adult students and professionals—your communication should be appropriate. You are expected 
to use correct spelling and grammar and write in complete sentences. Also, please note that in the 
online environment you do not have the advantage of voice inflection or gestures. As a result, 
sarcasm can come across very negative, so this form of communication should be avoided. When 
conducting peer reviews or responding to classmates’ posts, remember that you are responding to 
the ideas of the writer: keep your communication professional and on-topic. 
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Policy on the Recording of Lectures 
Students enrolled in this course may record video or audio of class lectures for their own 
personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as 
part of a university course intended to present information or teach students about a particular 
subject. Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to student 
presentations (whether individually or as part of a group), class discussion (except when 
incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), labs, clinical presentations such as patient 
history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination administrations, 
field trips, and private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the 
lecturer, is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a substitute for class participation or class 
attendance and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the faculty 
member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of the University’s 
Student Code of Conduct and/or the Code of Academic Integrity. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University classes and to satisfy all 
academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. The effect of absences upon grades is 
determined by the instructor, and the University reserves the right to deal at any time with 
individual cases of non-attendance. Students are responsible for arranging to make up work 
missed because of legitimate class absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military 
obligation, court-imposed legal obligations or participation in University-approved activities. 
Examples of University-approved reasons for absences include participating on an athletic or 
scholastic team, musical and theatrical performances and debate activities. It is the student’s 
responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absences and within a 
reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class 
meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the 
opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as 
a direct result of such absence. 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) Center 
Life as a university student can be challenging physically, mentally and emotionally. Students 
who find stress negatively affecting their ability to achieve academic or personal goals may wish 
to consider utilizing FAU’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) Center. CAPS 
provides FAU students a range of services – individual counseling, support meetings, and 
psychiatric services, to name a few – offered to help improve and maintain emotional well-being. 
For more information, go to http://www.fau.edu/counseling/ . 

Disability Policy 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA), students 
who require reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must 
register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and follow all SAS procedures. SAS has 
offices across three of FAU’s campuses – Boca Raton, Davie and Jupiter – however disability 
services are available for students on all campuses. For more information, please visit the SAS 
website at www.fau.edu/sas/.  



 
4 
 

 

Code of Academic Integrity 
Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. 
Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it 
interferes with the university mission to provide a high-quality education in which no student 
enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the 
university community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on 
personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic 
dishonesty. For more information, see University Regulation 4.001.  

Required Texts/Readings 
No required textbooks. 

Supplementary/Recommended Readings 
• Introduction to Algorithms, 3rd edition, by T. H. Cormen, C. E. Leiserson, R. L. Rivest, and 

C. Stein, The MIT Press, 2009, ISBN: 0262033844 
• Algorithm Design, J. Kleinberg and E. Tardos, Addison Wesley, 2006. 
• The Design & Analysis of Algorithms, 2nd edition, A. Levitin, Addison Wesley, 2007. 
• Algorithms, R. Johnsonbaugh and M. Schaefer, Pearson Education 2004. 
• Fundamentals of Algorithms, G. Brassard and P. Bratley, Prentice Hall 1996. 

Course Topical Outline 
 
1. Foundations of Algorithm Design and Analysis  
2. Advanced Data Structure:  B-Trees  
3. Brute Force & Exhaustive Search 
4. Backtracking & Branch and Bound 
5. Divide and Conquer 
6. Maximum Flow and Extensions 
7. Linear Programming 
8. Greedy Algorithms  
9. Dynamic Programming  
10. NP-Completeness 
11. Approximation Algorithms 
 
Time Commitment 
For a 3-credit course, students must commit to 6 - 9 hours of coursework per week. 
 
Dates for Homework and the Project 
TBA 
 
Class Participation 
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Each of the 5 homework has a Discussion Board on Canvas. You need to enter one comment and 
one reply to a comment posted by another student in the class. The comment/reply must be 
articulate, related to the material studied in that unit or the homework, but without revealing 
solutions to the problems. Just writing "Thank you" to someone's post will not receive the points 
for the "reply posting". To receive the points for the "reply posting", you need to contribute to a 
thread initiated by another colleague, and provide some useful info, such as providing useful help 
or technical clarifications. 
Each Discussion Board participation has the same deadline as the corresponding homework. 
Class participation is worth 5% in the final grade. It has a total of 5 Discussion Boards, each 
worth 1% in the final grade. 
 
Orientation Quiz 
To begin this course, the students must demonstrate that they have read the syllabus and course 
blueprint and have understood the expectations required of them. The students must pass the 
orientation quiz with 100% before they can start working on the course. 
 
Communication Policy 
For personal or confidential matters contact the instructor by email mcardei@fau.edu. Post your 
course related questions on the "Class Q&A" discussion board on Canvas. Students are 
encouraged to participate in discussions by answering questions posted on the board by their 
colleagues. Except for Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the instructor will reply within 24 
hours.  
 
Announcements 
Students are responsible to read all the announcements posted by the instructor on Canvas. Make 
sure you check the announcements each time you login the Canvas. 
 
Faculty Rights and Responsibilities 
Florida Atlantic University respects the right of instructors to teach and students to learn. 
Maintenance of these rights requires classroom conditions which do not impede their exercise. 
To ensure these rights, faculty members have the prerogative: 
• To establish and implement academic standards 
• To establish and enforce reasonable behavior standards in each class 
• To refer disciplinary action to those students whose behavior may be judged to be disruptive 
under the Student Code of Conduct. 
 
Instructor reserves the right to adjust this syllabus as necessary. 
 
 


