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GR 7116  

Caring: An Essential Domain of 
Nursing Knowledge 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Emphasis on advanced study of caring from ontological, epistemological, ontical, 

and anthropological and praxis perspectives. Focus is on the theoretical 
grounding of phenomena in caring science. 

 
PREREQUISITES: NGR 6110 and admission to Ph.D. program  

COREQUISITES: None 

OFFICE HOURS:   
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of NGR7116, the student will be able to create caring 
nursing responses in: * 

 
Becoming Competent 

1. Examine the ontology of caring in nursing situations that 
are expressive of a phenomenon of interest. 

2. Evaluate the evolution of ideas about a phenomenon of interest as 
developed in caring science. 

Demonstrating Comportment 
3. Critique existing theories of caring as guides for nursing practice and 

research. 
4. Synthesize multiple patterns of knowing to create an expression of 

living caring related to a phenomenon of interest. 
Becoming Confident 

5. Examine the epistemology of caring practice, theory and   research. 
6. Understand the meaning of evidence in nursing from a human 

caring/nursing science perspective. 
7. Identify gaps in knowledge that inform the development of a 

research focus on a phenomenon of interest grounded in caring 
science. 
 

Becoming Compassionate 
8. Explore the meaning of aesthetics in advancing caring science. 
9. Critique caring theory related to the concepts of wholeness, 

community, culture, connectedness, and environment. 
Attending to Conscience 

10. Understand the convergence of ethical theories and caring 
theories as applied to a phenomenon of interest. 

Affirming Commitment 
11. Synthesize knowledge contextualize a phenomenon of 

interest within caring theory/theories. 
*The 6 subjectives based on Roach’s (2002) work organize the course 
objectives. 
 

 



GRADING AND EVALUATION METHODS: 

Grading is earned based on the quality of completing the course assignments. A grade of “B” indicates that 
the participant has satisfactorily met the course purposes. A grade of “A” indicates that the participant has 
demonstrated excellence or special merit in achieving the course objectives. This might be achieved through 
creativity in conceptualization and presentation of ideas; in-depth investigation of literature and synthesis of 
existing knowledge into an original presentation; presentation of unique insights and analysis; integrating 
diverse dialogue in the presentation of ideas. The percentages given assignments indicate the relative weight 
of the work in the total context of the course. 

1) Discussion Board: Convening one SOPHIA       10% 
 

2) Discussion Board: Weekly participation online Discussion Board   20% 
 
3) Class presentation on a caring theory (in Class 2 and 3)    10% 

4) Scholarly papers          

• PAPER 1  Due Sept 22     15% 

• PAPER 2  Due Oct 20     15% 

• PAPER 3  Due November 24    30% 
 
 


