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Course Description:  This course will continue to guide the student in the process of developing a capstone project integrating the role of the DNP in practice. 45 practicum hours to one credit hour.
Objectives: 1. Explore and develop innovative images of advanced nursing research and          

                    its application to evidenced-based health care practice. 

a. Analyse the topic chosen for final project and how it relates to advanced practice nursing within an aging population.


b. Synthesize the existing literature and knowledge of the topic.
c. Determine a theoretical framework for the final project
2.  Advance the discipline of nursing through practice and research.

a. Critique and analyze current knowledge of the nursing identified for exploration in the final project. 
b. Formulate the focus of the capstone project.
3. Demonstrate synthesis and application of advanced nursing research in evidenced-based health care practice. 

a. Refine methodology for the project.

b. Construct an evaluation method to determine the outcomes of the project
4. Incorporate an understanding of wholeness of persons connected 

with others and the environment through caring. 

A. Demonstrate the benefits of potential findings to the study of nursing as a caring discipline
B.Justify the benefits of the potential project to the healthcare delivery system of the U.S.
5. Actualize evidenced-based health care practice, grounded in nursing research, as nurturing the wholeness of others through caring.  
a. Evaluate the impact of the proposed project as promoting the nurturing of the wholeness of others through caring. 
Required Texts:     
Same as DNP seminar II
Recommended Texts:

Learning Methods:      
Lecture, discussion, small group activities, required readings. 

EVALUATION METHODS
Class discussion      25% 

Proposal for DNP Capstone Project 50% - This paper will present the proposal for the DNP capstone project. The proposal will contain 


Statement of issue to be examined

Evaluation of issue

Use of caring theory and caring concepts


Background and Significance 


Community or group involved 


Plan for change


Time table


Outcomes to be measured

Healthcare finance presentation 25%

            Cost effectiveness and care efficiency 


Take a current method of healthcare reimbursement 


Can be insurance type, health care provider who receives healthcare reimbursement or corporation providing health care benefits. Analyze who the current system works, the pros and cons of the system, who benefits most from the current system and what changes you would recommend with rationale. 
Grading Scale



93-100 = A



90-92 = A-



87-89 = B+



83-86 = B



80-82 = B-



77-79 = C+



73-76 = C



70-72 = C –



60 – 69 = D



59 and below =F

Students in graduate nursing courses must achieve a minimum of B to successfully complete the course. All course requirements and objectives must be met in order to obtain a passing grade. 

Topical Outline
Continued development of DNP Project
Health care finance

How healthcare is reimbursed (in the past and in the present)

Changing demographics within the U.S. population that impact healthcare reimbursement

Being a change agent
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