Dept. of Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative Literature
Florida Atlantic University

Proposal for Translation Studies: 

Track within the MA in Comparative Literature


The track in Translation Studies prepares students for careers in global journalism, marketing, publishing, and many other business and government fields. In the currents of globalization, multilingual job opportunities for translators and interpreters are steadily increasing, and our graduates are well trained for positions in many aspects of contemporary cross-cultural communication, between peoples, nations, and languages. 


The Translation Studies concentration requires for admission (a) B.A. degree or equivalent in a related field (e.g., literature, philosophy, anthropology), (b) advanced linguistic and cultural competency in two languages, one of which must be English, as measured by a score of 600 or higher on the TOEFL and by passing a diagnostic test in the primary foreign language, administered by Translation Studies faculty, including a personal interview; (c) GRE exam; (d) letter of application, including a statement of background and purpose; e) curriculum vitae;  (e) two letters of recommendation, and f) a writing sample in the language of study.

The primary language must be one in which significant coursework is offered at FAU at the graduate level. 




Courses in Translation Studies

Core Courses (9cr.), all conducted in English:


a. Intro to Comparative Literature and Theory (LIT 6066)

b. Translation Studies: History and Theory of Translation (LIT 6800)

c. Foundations in Linguistics (LIN 6150)
Foundations (15cr.), the majority conducted in the student’s primary foreign language (FL):

a. Topics in Translation LIT 6801 (variable; e.g. Postcolonial Theories of Translation, The Multilingual City, Self Translation, Four Classics and their Versions)

b. FL/English Translation: Theory and Practice (SPT, FRT, ITT 5801)

Problems in Translation and/or Comparative Stylistics within translation practice FL>English and English >FL
c. FL/English Translation: Workshop (SPT, FRT, ITT 5802)

Translation practice FL>English and English >FL
d. Graduate seminar I & II: seminars in the FL Literature, Literary History, or Linguistics; final paper focused on an aspect of TR (or English literature, with permission of advisor) 
Thesis (6cr.): a translation together with a historical and theoretical introduction to the text, extensive lexical footnoting, annotations, and a scholarly bibliography
