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During 2007-2008 the Curriculum Committee of the Environmental Sciences Program reviewed and crafted a revision to the curriculum for the MS degree.  There was a need to assess and ultimately to revise the curriculum because it did not expose students to the full breadth of relevant courses offered at FAU.  This breadth is a signature strength of the interdisciplinary Environmental Sciences field, where it is recognized that solving complex environmental problems require expertise from a broad range of scientific and social disciplines.  
It was also felt that the current MS degree was not meeting the needs of a pool of prospective students who wanted to pursue an MS degree but who were interested in environmental jobs that did not require a research degree.  These prospective students, plus another group who are environmental professionals in South Florida that want to pursue an MS degree but cannot leave their jobs to conduct thesis research, could be served by a strong Environmental Sciences MS non-thesis degree.
The proposed revision to the curriculum includes a restructuring of the required courses as well as the creation of a nonthesis MS degree option.   The restructuring of courses eliminated the requirement that students take four core courses and instead required students to take courses from four of six core subject areas (Chemistry, Statistics, Modeling, Geographic Information Systems, Ecology and Conservation, and Policy and Planning).  The six core subject areas better reflect the range of disciplines needed to be effective in addressing environmental issues.  By giving students the option of taking courses from four of six subject areas it provides them with some latitude to specialize in one set of topics.  The six core subject areas draw more than in the past from the rich course offerings in Geosciences Department, the School of Urban and Regional Planning, and the D.F.S. College of Arts and Letters.  The set of courses within the six core subject areas were identified as courses that were offered in the past 3 semesters and that are going to be offered again in the near future.
In October 2008 the Environmental Sciences Program Committee approved the proposed changes to the MS degree curriculum (attached) and submitted them for approval to the C.E.S. College of Science and the University.  
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