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Memorandum
DATE:  
January 10, 2010

TO:  

William McDaniel, Chair, University Graduate Council
FROM:  
Clifford McCue, Associate Professor

CC:  

Hugh Miller, Director, School of Public Administration

Reference:
 Certificate Proposal, Graduate Program

Department Name:  
School of Public Administration

College of:   

CAUPA

Certificate:

Executive Certificate in Public Procurement

Level:           

Graduate

____________________________________________________________________________________

Brief Background:
During Spring 2000 the School of Public Administration, in the College of Architecture, Urban and Public Affairs established the Public Procurement Research Center (PPRC). To facilitate the development of this growing field, during Fall 2004 the School of Public Administration proposed five (5) graduate courses in public procurement. All five courses were successfully approved by the University Graduate Programs Committee and the University. Since their inception, SPA has continuously offered these courses, where enrollments have been relatively stable. Now the SPA seeks approval for the creation of the Executive Certificate in Public Procurement.

The Executive Certificate in Public Procurement consists of five courses/modules. Each course is uniquely designed to meet the demands of current professionals in terms of declarative knowledge, critical thinking, and advanced practical skill building. The certificate program is offered completely on-line, and it is designed to facilitate full-time working professionals.

Certificate Description: Students who are currently working in purchasing, students interested in this substantive field, or others interested in learning about this critical function of government are encouraged to consider the Executive Certificate in Public Procurement.  Completion of this program will provide students with the practical knowledge and advanced skills necessary for seeking careers in public procurement, job advancement opportunities for those currently employed in the field, and will satisfy the educational requirements to sit for the Certified Professional Public Buyer (CPPB) or the Certified Public Purchasing Officer (CPPO) designation offered through the Universal Public Purchasing Certification Council.

Program Requirements: Upon completion of the following requirements, the student will be awarded the Executive Certificate in Public Procurement:

Completion of five (5) three-credit on-line course identified below:
Public Procurement Concepts and Practices (PAD 6855) 3 credits
This course provides an overview of public procurement as a basic functional area of government. Specific focus on the scope of public procurement, including organizational structure, regulations, process and methods, and current issues in public procurement.

Public Sector Procurement Law and Ethics (PAD 6857) 3 credits
Course surveys the ethics and law pertaining to federal government procurement, including analysis of the unique features of government contracting.

Public Procurement and Project Management (PAD 6856) 3 credits
Course covers each phase of the public procurement project cycle, with an emphasis on tools and techniques to manage a public procurement project.

Public Sector Contract Formulation (PAD 6858) 3 credits
Course covers all phases of the contract formulation process with a focus on the RFP and RFB procedure, documents, and other technical issues.

Public Sector Contract Administration (PAD 6859) 3 credits
Course provides an in-depth study of contract administration with a focus on all activities in the postaward phase of the contract process.

Consistent with the School of Public Administration’s policy, students must earn a B grade in each of the five courses to successfully earn the certification.
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