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September 28, 2009 
 
To: COE Graduate Program Committee  
Re: Explanation for Change of Credit Hours in TSL 6944, Teaching English to Speakers  
      of Other Languages (TESOL) and Bilingual Education Practicum course 
 
 
The TESOL program faculty in the Dept. of Curriculum, Culture, and Educational 
Inquiry (CCEI) is seeking initial certification for its new 36-credit hour Master of Arts in 
TESOL and Bilingual Education.  In an effort to submit the initial certification folio by 
January 2010, the TESOL program is requesting that the credit hours of the 
culminating/practicum course (TSL 6944) in this Master’s program be increased from 3 
to a variable rate of 3-9 credits based on the following reasons: 
 

a. Florida Dept. of Education requires at least 6 credits of internship in programs 
that offer initial certification.  Since there is no Bachelor’s in TESOL/Bilingual 
Education at FAU, the Master’s in TESOL and Bilingual Education is considered 
an initial program in this content area.     

b. Increasing the Practicum course from 3 to 9 credits will allow FAU students to 
maintain their full-time status when they take the internship course, which is a 
final course before graduation.   

c. Subsequently, FAU students with a full time status can become eligible for 
financial aid opportunities and/or meet insurance requirements. 
 
 
 

Note:  (1) There is no change in the content of this course. Only credit hour change is 
                 requested here.    
 
           (2) The M.A. in TESOL and Bilingual Education will continue to offer students 
                 who are not seeking initial certification (i.e. those who are pursuing adult 
                 ESOL/bilingual education or higher education ESOL/bilingual education 
                 positions) the option of taking the already approved 3 credits in Practicum.     
 

Boca Raton • Dania Beach • Davie • Fort Lauderdale • Jupiter • Port St. Lucie 
An Equal Opportunity/Equal Access Institution 


	TSL 6944
	Justification for increased credits in Practicum course

