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Special Education 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 

Program Change: Admission Requirements and documents  

CATALOG CHANGES  

Current Catalog Language (1/22/24) Proposed Catalog Changes  
1. The student must have a master's degree from an 

approved college or university. 
2. The student must have a grade point average and 

Graduate Record Examination scores as follows: 
 

a. An average of 3.5 or higher in all 
graduate work taken; 

b. Minimum GRE scores of 148 (verbal), 
144 (quantitative) and 3 (analytical 
writing). 

3. The student must have completed at least three 
years of full-time experience working with 
individuals with disabilities. 

4. Each applicant for admission to the Doctor of 
Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree in Special Education 
must be approved for admission by the 
department. This recommendation will in part be 
based upon an interview and a writing sample. 

 

1. The student must have a master's degree from an 
approved college or university. 

2. The student must have a grade point average and 
Graduate Record Examination scores as follows: 

a. An average of 3.5 3.0 or higher in all 
graduate work taken; 

b. Undergraduate GPA of 3.0 in the last 60 
credit hours 
Minimum GRE scores of 148 (verbal), 
144 (quantitative) and 3 (analytical 
writing). 

3. The student must have completed at least three 
two years of full-time experience working 
with/supporting individuals with disabilities. 

4. The student must complete a personal statement 
describing their research/scholarly and academic 
interest, strengths, areas of growth. The template 
for the template can be seen here.  

5. The student must select two FAU Department of 
Special Education faculty members as potential 
major professors (advisor, mentor). Applicants 
must complete a statement detailing their choices 
for major professor here.  

6. The student must complete an original writing 
sample. The timed writing sample is to be 
completed in person, under controlled 
conditions. 

7. If applicants meet all criteria above, the 
Department may choose to invite the applicant 
for an interview with the Doctoral Admission 
Committee to complete the admission decision 
process.  

8. Each applicant for admission to the Doctor of 
Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree in Special Education 

Commented [SD1]: Link to: 
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/c
urriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd--application-
personal-statement.pdf 

Commented [SD2]: Link to 
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/c
urriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd-application-
selection-of-major-professor.pdf  

https://www.fau.edu/registrar/university-catalog/pre-catalog/education/
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd--application-personal-statement.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd-application-selection-of-major-professor.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd--application-personal-statement.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd--application-personal-statement.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd--application-personal-statement.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd-application-selection-of-major-professor.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd-application-selection-of-major-professor.pdf
https://www.fau.edu/education/academicdepartments/curriculum-instruction/documents/dse-phd-application-selection-of-major-professor.pdf


must be approved for admission by the 
department. This recommendation will in part be 
based upon an interview and a writing sample. 
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	change: The Department of Special Education (DSE) proposes to change the application deadline and add requirements to the materials required for application to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) program. The current admission deadline is July 1. This deadline often causes administrative issues in processing the application, making admission decisions, and notifying the applicants in a timely fashion for the start of the fall semester. The Department proposes a new admission deadline of February 1, effective fall 2026. Moving the deadline to February will allow adequate time for processing the application, making decisions, and notifying the applicants. This early deadline also allows the admission committee to decide early, thereby allowing students to accept the admission offer earlier. If the department is to attract the most qualified students, it is necessary to make admission decisions early to ensure funding and other supports are available. The Department also seeks to add requirements to the admission process, which will enable the Department to obtain all required information at the point of application. Thus, we propose to require students to submit a personal statement and to select two FAU Department of Special Education faculty members to potentially serve as their Major Professor (i.e., advisor, mentor). These documents will also enable students to present their goals for the program, explain their academic history through a personal statement, and align their potential research focus with that of select department faculty. Overall, these changes will allow timely processing of applications and decisions, and require students to add information to the application that will help the admission committee make the most appropriate decision about admission to the program, guided by students direct input.



