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The Biology Graduate Program Committee would like to revise the Master's of Science Non-thesis Option 1

Update course number changes for DIR research credits and clarify that the total allowed toward the degree
includes DIS/DIR research credits taken outside of the department.
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Non-Thesis Option 1
This degree program is designed for students who wish to improve their knowledge in the biological sciences through
a rigorous series of courses and exams or for Integrative Biology Ph.D. students choosing Biology for a Master's

Along the Way degree.

This M.S. degree requires a minimum of 36 credits. Degree requirements include:
1. At least half or 18 credits must be Biology Department courses;

2. Eighteen (18) of the 36 credits must be at the 6000 level or higher; the remaining 18 credits must be at the 5000 or
6000 level;

3. Two (2) of the 36 credits must involve courses in which the student presented a formal seminar;

4Upto-3-credits-of Directed-Independent Study{BSG-6905)-may-be-counted-toward-this-degree  Maximum of 3
credits in Directed Independent Research in Biological Sciences (BSC 6917) Study«(BSG-6805) will count toward the

degree; or up to 3 credits Directed Independent Study (DIS)/DIR: either taken outside of Biology.
Any combination of DIS/DIR credits, regardless of source cannot total more than 3 credits that
will count toward the degree

5. One of the 36 credits must be the Master's Comprehensive Exam (BSC 6962). Students must take and pass a
minimum of three written comprehensive exams given by a committee in designated areas within the microbiology
and organismal specialties. Question types require written responses in essay and definition formats. See FAU
Regulations for Biology Master's Degrees for complete requirements to complete the Master's Comprehensive Exam
course.

Note: Master's Thesis (BSC 6971), Master's Thesis Proposal (BSC 6963) and Master's Thesis Defense (BSC 6975)
do not count toward the M.S. Non-Thesis Option 1 degree.

Integrative Biology PH.D. students choosing Biology for a Master's Along the Way degree will be verified for
completion of degree requirements by the Biology Department during the Graduation Audit Check. Consult with the
IB Ph.D. advisor early in matriculation to ensure the curriculum followed would satisfy the requirements for the
M.S./Non-Thesis Option 1.
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