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Please explain the requested change(s) and offer rationale below or on an attachment.

1. Add delivery format: Online option for MSW Program

We request an online option (track) to our traditional Master of Social Work (MSW) Advance Standing option. It
is essential to meet the evolving needs of students within our state and throughout the country. Our department
is constantly receiving requests from current and potential students about an online option. The online MSW
option will also meet the demands of our community and workforce. It offers greater flexibility and accessibility
for prospective students who may be balancing professional and personal commitments or residing in areas with
limited access to traditional campus-based programs. An online MSW also allows us to reach a broader
demographic, increasing educational opportunities for students seeking advanced clinical training in social work
without the conventional campus-based program constraints. This expansion can enhance our current MSW
program'’s reach and impact.

The admission criteria for the online MSW program will remain the same as those for the traditional MSW
program. However, admission to the online option will only be during the summer term. The summer admission
aligns perfectly with the cohort model, a cornerstone of the MSW online option. Additionally, admitting students
to the MSW online option exclusively during the summer term is a strategic decision to maintain a clear
distinction between the online and the traditional MSW program, ensuring that each has its own space to thrive
and attract the right student demographics without competition for resources or attention.

The curriculum and course requirements for the MSW online program option will not change. However, changes
will be made to reflect the added delivery mode option.

*All new programs and changes to existing programs must be accompanied by a catalog entry showing the new or proposed changes.
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1. Add delivery format: Online option for
2. MSW Program Proposed Catalog Language: Admissions (changes in red)

Proposed Catalog Language:

Current language:

Students are admitted for the fall, spring, and summer semester each academic year. The
application deadline for Fall is May 1, for Spring is October 1, and for Summer is February 1 of
each year. For international students, it is six weeks earlier. Selection for admission to FAU’s
MSW program is a highly competitive process, and contingent upon the admission committee’s
holistic assessment of each individual application packet, offers of admission may be awarded
on a full-time or part-time basis. If accepted for admission into the M.S.W. program, all
incoming students are required to attend an M.S.W. orientation conducted during the week
prior to the beginning of their admission term.

All students applying for Spring admission to the MSW program apply to the part time program,
whether traditional or advanced standing, and are eligible to apply for the relevant field
placement, generalist or specialist, in that Fall or the following Fall.

New language:

Students are admitted for the fall, spring, and summer semester each academic year for the
traditional MSW program options. Students are admitted only in the summer semester for the
MSW online option. The application deadline for the traditional MSW program option for Fall is
May 1, for Spring is October 1, and for Summer is February 1 of each year. For the MSW online
option, the application deadline is January 1. For international students, it is six weeks earlier.
Selection for admission to FAU’s MSW program is a highly competitive process, and contingent
upon the admission committee’s holistic assessment of each individual application packet,
offers of admission may be awarded on a full-time or part-time basis. If an applicant is not
accepted into the online MSW program, they will automatically be considered for admission
into our traditional on-campus options. If accepted for admission into the M.S.W. program, all
incoming students are required to attend an M.S.W. orientation conducted during the week
prior to the beginning of their admission term.
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We request an online option (track) to our traditional Master of Social Work (MSW) Advance Standing option. It is essential to meet the evolving needs of students within our state and throughout the country. Our department is constantly receiving requests from current and potential students about an online option.  The online MSW option will also meet the demands of our community and workforce. It offers greater flexibility and accessibility for prospective students who may be balancing professional and personal commitments or residing in areas with limited access to traditional campus-based programs. An online MSW also allows us to reach a broader demographic, increasing educational opportunities for students seeking advanced clinical training in social work without the conventional campus-based program constraints. This expansion can enhance our current MSW program’s reach and impact.
The admission criteria for the online MSW program will remain the same as those for the traditional MSW program. However, admission to the online option will only be during the summer term. The summer admission aligns perfectly with the cohort model, a cornerstone of the MSW online option. Additionally, admitting students to the MSW online option exclusively during the summer term is a strategic decision to maintain a clear distinction between the online and the traditional MSW program, ensuring that each has its own space to thrive and attract the right student demographics without competition for resources or attention.
The curriculum and course requirements for the MSW online program option will not change. However, changes will be made to reflect the added delivery mode option.



