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SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA
I. Must be a resident of Broward, Palm Beach, or Miami-Dade County. 
II. Possess a high school diploma or a GED.
III. Unweighted grade point average (GPA) of a 2.0 on a 4.0 scale. College students must be enrolled in at least 6 credit hours to be eligible. 
IV. [bookmark: _Hlk55213030]If selected to receive the scholarship, student will need to provide supporting documentation: a) Former, or current foster care youth b) A ward or dependent of the courts c) Former, or currently in relative/non-relative care d) Active in the Fostering Panther Pride program at Florida International University e) Former Broward County ICON program participant
V. Acceptance into an accredited post-secondary institution. 
VI. Transcripts and SAT/ACT scores. 
VII. Two letters of recommendation. 
VIII. Copy of the Student Aid Report (SAR) from your Free Application for Federal Financial Aid (FAFSA).  The SAR will be reviewed only for the purpose of assessing your financial need and will be treated as confidential information. 
IX. Completion of required essays. 
X. Completion of the Scholarship Candidate Agreement.




PERSONAL DATA
Full name First, Middle, Last, Suffix: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Birth date: Click or tap to enter a date.
Mobile number: Click or tap here to enter text. 
E-mail address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Mailing address (Street address, city, state, zip code): Click or tap here to enter text.
Preferred mode of communication:  Note: (We will send all correspondence regarding the scholarship to your selection.) 
☐  E-mail   ☐  Mailing address 
Gender:    ☐ Male        ☐  Female         ☐ Other
Are you a U.S. citizen?    ☐ Yes   ☐No      
If no, what country do you hold citizenship in:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Immigration status for college enrollment: 
· ☐ TPS (Temporary Protected Status) 
· ☐ Visa (indicate what type) 
· ☐ Permanent resident alien (include your A#)
· ☐ Non-resident alien
 Ethnicity:
· ☐ Hispanic origin
· ☐ Non-Hispanic origin 
· ☐ Black or African American
· ☐ Native Hawaiian
· ☐ Pacific Islander  
· ☐ White   
· ☐ Other 
Post-Secondary status (please check one):  
· ☐ I will be a college freshman for the next academic year
· ☐ I have a GED with no college credits
· ☐ I have attended college, but have less than 32 college credits  
· ☐ I have attended college, but have at least 32 or more college credits 
Are you a first-generation student?     
· ☐ Yes, I am the first among my parents or grandparents to attend college 
· ☐ No, one of my parents or grandparents attended college 
Do you currently have a life coach/child advocate?   ☐ No    ☐  Yes      (If yes, please provide their name, the agency they work for, phone number, e-mail address.) Click or tap here to enter text.
High School Information 
What high school did you attend? Click or tap here to enter text.
Final GPA: Click or tap here to enter text.
Test Scores  
· ACT scores: Click or tap here to enter text.
· SAT scores: Click or tap here to enter text.
 College Information 
· College(s) have you applied to:  Click or tap here to enter text.
· College(s) have you been accepted to as of the date of this application:  Click or tap here to enter text.
· College will you be attending in Fall: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Have you received your financial aid package from your college? ☐ Yes    ☐ No 
· Intended major: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Career objective:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Please only complete the following section if you are currently enrolled in college: 
· College you attend: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Total number of credits earned:  Click or tap here to enter text.
· Current cumulative GPA: Click or tap here to enter text.
Employment History 
· Are you currently working?  ☐Yes     ☐No  
· If yes, how many hours do you work in a week:  Click or tap here to enter text.
· Positions held in gainful employment (include part-time and/or summer jobs):Click or tap here to enter text.
· Please include employer, position held, dates employed, avg hours per week: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Honors or awards received. Briefly explain the nature of the honor/award. Leadership positions held. Indicate the organization’s name, position title, and grade.Click or tap here to enter text.
· Membership in organizations. Indicate organizations you are, or have been active in. Click or tap here to enter text.
· Extra-curricular activities. Indicate organization’s name, type of service, participation dates, total hours. Click or tap here to enter text.



ESSAYS
You must submit 1 essay. You may choose which topic to write about from the options below. Essays should each be between 600-800 words each. Make sure to include your name in the subject line of your e-mail.
· Essay 1: “There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.” – Maya Angelou. What is your untold story? Why has your story been untold? 
· Essay 2: Describe your academic/career goals.
· Essay 3: Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what lessons did you learn? 
· Essay 4: Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again? 
· Essay 5: Discuss an accomplishment or event which marked your transition from childhood to adulthood. 
· Essay 6: What is the most challenging aspect of attending college for you? How have you overcome that challenge? 
· Essay 7: What sets your heart on fire? What are you most passionate about?



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL NEED
The element of financial need is one of the determining factors used by the scholarship selection committee.  It is important that you provide accurate information about your financial need. All information will be kept in the strictest confidence.
Please indicate below any sources of income you will have during the academic year: 
Income source: 
· Scholarships/Grants:  Click or tap here to enter text. 
· Student loans: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Work income: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Savings: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Other (describe):  Click or tap here to enter text. 
Please indicate below all expenses that you will incur during the academic year. Your school’s website/catalog should help you locate these expenses. 
Expenses: 
· Tuition and fees: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Books and supplies: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Room and board (on or off campus): Click or tap here to enter text.
· Transportation: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Health insurance: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Personal needs: Click or tap here to enter text.

 


SCHOLARSHIP CANDIDATE AGREEMENT
This is an agreement between you and the HANDY Scholarship program for final consideration of scholarship funds. Please read each statement below carefully, as receiving a scholarship will require some obligations on your part. 
This Scholarship Agreement (“Agreement”) is made effective the date last signed below by and between the HANDY Scholarship Program, of 1717 N Andrews Ave, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33311, and the Recipient whose name is signed below.
 The Parties Agree as Follows: 
· Enrollment. Recipient must be enrolled as a regular full-time student at their indicated college/university each semester. The Recipient will permit the HANDY Scholarship Program to confer with their postsecondary institution to verify enrollment during the term of the award. 
· Scholarship Amount. The HANDY Scholarship Program will provide the Recipient a scholarship in the total amount indicated in the award letter. The amount shall be applied directly to the Recipient’s chosen post-secondary institution.  
· Satisfactory Academic Progress. Recipient is expected to maintain satisfactory academic progress. Any Recipient, who receives institutionally funded aid (i.e., scholarships, on-campus employment) and is placed on probation, may be required to participate in special tutoring and learning seminars available on their campus. Any Recipient who is suspended for academic and/or financial aid reasons will be required to utilize those services upon re-enrollment. 
· Best Efforts of Recipient. Recipient agrees to perform faithfully and industriously, using the necessary abilities and talents to perform all the duties that may be required by the express and implied terms of this Agreement, to the satisfaction of the HANDY Scholarship Program. Recipient shall maintain the highest standard of conduct on and off campus, reflecting good moral character. 
· Compliance with College Rules. Recipient agrees to abide by all rules, regulations, and guidelines of their college/university. Recipient also agrees to provide a cooperative and supportive attitude towards school programs. 
· Termination. This Agreement may be terminated by the Recipient no later than 14 calendar days prior to the first day of classes. The HANDY Scholarship Program may terminate this agreement if the proposed Recipient does not respond to the offer by the deadline or the Recipient does not comply with the provisions of this agreement. 
· Transfer of Rights. Neither party shall have the right to assign its interest in the Agreement to any other party. 
· Communication. Recipient must provide the HANDY Scholarship Program with a copy of grades within 72 hours of grades posting to their student account. A copy of the Recipient’s subsequent semester schedule must also be provided to the HANDY Scholarship Program. If grades and schedule are not received, funding will not be processed for the upcoming semester. 
· FAFSA. Recipient must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa. Recipient must complete the FAFSA prior to the deadline of each academic year. The FAFSA will open on October 1st of each year for the next academic school year (i.e., 2019-2020 FAFSA was available to complete on October 1, 2018). 

If Recipient chooses to not remain enrolled full-time, their grade point average (GPA) drops below 2.0, does not provide grades/class schedule, or does not communicate with the HANDY Scholarship Program, they will forfeit the remaining value of their scholarship. 
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Recipient’s Signature: 
Date: Click or tap to enter a date.













POLICY AND PROCEDURE
I. The HANDY Scholarship will be provided directly to the institution the recipient is attending and may only be utilized at the designated institution. For the HANDY Scholarship Program to provide the campus with the award amount, all required documentation must be received prior to the semester deadline set by the HANDY Scholarship Program. Deadline for submission is within 72 hours of grades posting to Recipient’s student account. If Recipient does not use the full amount of the scholarship award, the balance will not rollover to the next semester.
II. Recipient must complete and submit the FAFSA to be eligible for federal, State, and institutional financial assistance.
III. Approval is required from the HANDY Scholarship Review Committee before any award is rendered.
IV. If Recipient’s GPA is below 2.0 at the end of the first academic semester that the HANDY Scholarship is awarded, the award may be reduced by 50%. If Recipient’s GPA is still below 2.0 at the end of the second academic semester, the scholarship will not be awarded. Once the HANDY Scholarship is reduced or not awarded, the Recipient must maintain a 2.0 GPA for the next semester for the HANDY Scholarship to be reinstated.
V. [bookmark: _Hlk55213355][bookmark: _Hlk55213381]The HANDY Scholarship may only be applied towards undergraduate certificate/degree programs. The HANDY Scholarship may not be used towards the pursuit of graduate degrees. Recipient will receive the amount specified in the initial award letter. Subsequent awards will be based on Recipient’s semester GPA. The funding will be awarded as follows during the Fall and Spring terms: 
· 2.0-2.5      GPA $150
· 2.51 – 3.0 GPA $300
· 3.01 +       GPA $500
Note: The scholarship will not be awarded during the summer semester. 
Please read and follow the instructions carefully prior to submitting your application. Include the HANDY Scholarship Check List when you e-mail or mail your documents. All applicants will before the start of the semester/school year if they are to be awarded the scholarship. I have read and understand the scholarship criteria, and scholarship instructions.  
☐ By clicking the box, I certify that I meet the requirements as noted above. 
Name:Click or tap here to enter text.
Recipient’s Signature: 
Date:Click or tap to enter a date.
College/University Attending: Click or tap here to enter text.
Student ID Number: Click or tap here to enter text.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
I. An award amount may exceed $500 based on the extraordinary academic performance of a Recipient and/or financial need. The HANDY Scholarship Program reserves the right to review these occurrences on an individual basis and determine award amounts accordingly. 
II. Any Recipient who drops below full-time status due to family, living arrangements, personal challenges, etc. will be reviewed on an individual basis. If and/or when the Recipient is experiencing any challenges that are affecting their academic performance, the Recipient is to communicate with the HANDY Scholarship Program. The HANDY Scholarship Program will take these mitigating factors into consideration when considering award amounts for the subsequent semester.
III. [bookmark: _Hlk55213298]Should a Recipient need to withdraw from their courses during the semester and informs the HANDY Scholarship Program they will not forfeit their scholarship funding. Upon Recipient’s re-enrollment in school, the HANDY Scholarship Program should be notified. The award amount will be determined on an individual basis. 
IV. If a Recipient withdraws from their courses during the semester and does not inform the HANDY Scholarship Program, the Recipient will not be awarded for a period of up to three semesters after withdrawal. 
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Recipient’s Signature: 
Date: Click or tap here to enter text.











CHECKLIST
· Applicant Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.
· High School or College Attending: Click or tap here to enter text.
· Official high school transcript or unofficial college transcript/degree audit:  ☐ Yes  ☐ No
· Two letters of recommendation:  ☐ Yes   ☐  No
· ACT and/or SAT scores: ☐Yes   ☐ No
· Student Aid Report:   ☐ Yes     ☐ No
· Photograph:       ☐ Yes     ☐ No 
· Supporting documentation (foster care, relative/non-relative care, ICON program) Financial aid award package from college: ☐ Yes    ☐ No
· Applicant Signature: 
· Date: Click or tap to enter a date.


Please send documents to: scholarships@handyinc.org
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