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Democratic Party icon under fire

For Debbie Wasserman Schultz, dream job as leader turned into a relentless nightmare

Ihf AnTHONY Man

writar

Congresswoman Debbic Wasserman
Schulte’s time leading the Demacrutic
National Comumittee is looking less lke
the apportunity of a lifetime — and more
Tike an albatross.

W She's boan east o n central villain in 3
new book in which her successar as
party chairwoman, Donna Brazile, at-
tempts to shift much of the blame for
Democratie ebeetion logses to others.

W She was questioned this year about

controversial dossier clalming tes be-
rwreen the Republican presidential can
didate and Russia She told the Senste
Intelligence Committee staff that she
knew nothing about DNC fuading for
the dossi

] r.
W On the eve of the party’s 2006 presi

dentlal conventbon. she was forced
resign from the post after hacked emuils
revealed party staffers had favored Hil-

lary Clinton over Bernde Sanders during

the primaries.
W Folitical opponents from the left and
right confinue to use her time at the

col:;messmmhea( she first wion in 2004
“She would hmve been er off nos

alist — “she's my congresswoman aml!
believe in her™ — but said the long-
lasting potitical hangover ks paknful w
watch,

When President Barack Obama
picked the Broward/Miami-Dade
County congresswoman to talee over the
party, it seemed like it might be a step-
ping stome that coubd lead to higher

MY RETH BINNETT/STASE FILE

s in

party funding of opposition research  national party as fodder for their at- LL5. Rep. Debbie ‘Wasserman Schultz has o
ahbout Donald Trump thatended upina  tempes to oust her from the from the See PARTY,10A  both parties, though others say she's a scapegoat.

Player’s 28
rejections,
no defeat

_ Talk about o lesson
in parseveraioe: St
Thomas Aquinas grad-
sarte {and former sish-
stitute teacher)
Michnel Palarchy will
face off againer the
Miami Dolphins
tanight nsa Caroling
Panther — after trying
ot for 28 tenms, Dwr
Hyde coluwmn and
eoverage, 10 and SC

Ex-intel
chiefs
blast
Trump

SUSAN STOCKER/STARF PHOTOMBAPHER Bv I.nulu\ King.
Erlk Engetoarg, an FAL associate professor of mechanical engineening. and his studant foaed Abd test a robotic prosthetic hand.

http://enewspaper.sun-sentinel.com/html5/desktop/production/print.aspx ?edid=2fbaSdba-2{9d-400c-9e7e-fda930c46e4f&type=pages&pages=1,10,

PROSTHETICS =

Tt sounds like an idea from

WITH A SENSE i ot sie

OF TOUCH

GWHL IREVOAS SYStern oW
from mouse cels,
But Florida Atlangic Unl-
versity engineers are devel-
aping thess computerized
prostheses right now in 2 fab
in Boca Raton.

FAU researchers use mouse cells to e are werking on How

to comvey an improved sense

develop artificial limbs with ability to feel  afwuch? suid Erik Engebers,

the FALI researcher leading
the project. "The goal s to
give back to amputees fine
movements and dexterity and
convey to them different
kinds of temperature and
touch sensations, such as a
light rouch, 5 East touch and &
vibrational touch™

The research project, fu-
eled by n €13 millicn grant
from the Natfonal Instinues of
Henlth, is also working to ve-
stone the sensation of pres-

WASHINGTON — Two
foemer senfor intelligence of-
ficials Sunday offered an ex-
tr.mrd.mnq- critigue of Pres-
dent Trump's mode of deal-
ing with foreim Jeaders, por-
traying the president as
cowed by Russia’s Viadimir
Putin amd overly susceptible
to flattery by rivals likely
seeking to manipulate him,

The broadsides by ex-CLA
Director John Brennan and
faemer director of national
intelligence James Clapper

Howed months of tension

Sae ROAOT, 104 between the White House
and the intelligence commu-
ity over the presdent™ re-
Iucuincc o publicly :u:m}_‘pr
intelligencs assessments that

zguugmmﬂ. Kelly: 1 know nothing of Trump tweets Judge approved; has never tried a case Hussia sought to sway the
RLD President tweeted that Kim Jong Un is “short and fat” Lanwyer and blogger approw federal {'ll.d[.‘.i‘ by Semate
Chief of staff tells aides to ignore the messages. 34 pancl. Bar Association rated him “ungualified” 8A 5o TRUMP, 104
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Visiting neighbors just isn’t our thing any more

BY CHRISTOPHER
InNGRANAM
Tha Washirgan Fost

In 2016, the share of
Americans who say they
“mever” socialize with their
neighbors hit an all-time
high of 34 percent, accord-
ing to the General Sacial
Survey. That nurber's been
rising steadily since 1974,

n just 21 percent snid
they never hang out with
thelr neighbors.

The ¢ we

clswose te Bve in play o sig-
nificamt role in how much
we internct with sur neigh-

bors and acqualntances
who spontanecusly bump
into each other on the

bors. You might expect that  street, sharulgn.@ws mossip
densely I cities  and But the
foster peighborly [rend-  numbers above suggest that

ships, but in fact th those
Tiving in citbes are the most

completely, while those In
somall towns spvd rural areas
are the lenst Tikedy,

We often think of cities s
fertile grounds for socinl

TRUMP

Cantinued from Page 1A

2015 vote in his fvor.

That MUNMINE ©ofk-
m-tempaloﬁtlfmd Jgui over
the weekend when Trump,
speaking to reporters
abonrd Air Foree One as he
tmaveled in Asis, implied

took Russion Presi.

dent Vladimir Futin at his

thar Russia had not

acted to Infleence the US,

ion. Trump alse said

z the isue was
insulting to Putin.

Om Sunday, in Hanoi,
Trump partizlly walked
back those remarks, telling
reporters that "T'm withour

ncies, especially as eur-
ﬁd}' cm\sﬂP:Jtl‘d’yin their
assessment - implying he
still mistrusted former in-
telligence chiefs who
served in the Obara admin-
istration. A& day eartier, he
d?wnh«i the ex-directors
of major intellipence -
cies as "politi hn:i.:"gﬂl

Brennan, appearing on
CHN's “State of the Union,"
said the president's stanee,
even somewhat softened,
wias incompagible with es-
rablished faces.

“It's very clear that the
Russians interfered in the
eloction, and it's still puz-
ling a5 to why Mr, Trump
does not acknowledge that
and embrace it and also
peish back hard against Mr.

Futtin,” he said

Trump, he ssid, should
state “very clearly and
strongly that this is a ma-
ticaal security problem, and
to say to Mr. Putin, “We
know you did it, you have to
stop it, because there are go-
ing to be consequences if
youl dop't™

Brennon was unusually
explicit in suguesting that
the Russian feader had
some sort of hold over
Trump — & theory often
\mcucrby Demoeratic polit
stal fgaress, but one that -
telligence veterans gener-
ally avoid,

1 thimk Me. Trump ks, for
whatever rensen, either in-
timadated by Mr Putin ar
afraid of what he can do, or
what might come ot s a
result of these lnvestiga-
fioms,” Brennan said, appar-

referring ta the wide-
sanging probe being carried
out by special counsel
Hobert 5 Mueller 111 and
several separate Congres-
siona] investigations.

Charscterizing Trumps
dealirgs with Russin as col-
ared by "naivete, ignomance
aor fear™ the former CIA
chief said the tenor of
Trumip's encounters with
Putin - the latest of which
canme during his Asks wip -
freled the belief, especially
amony muthocitarian or sd-

a sizable portion of city-
dwellers urtodun.-rminedrlfu
avoid interacting with the
people live nearby
wor, perhups, that the clreum-
stances of their lives are so
hectic as to forestall most
meighborly intesaction.
still, compared ta 20
years ago neighborliness is

w.:um msmuﬂ:uwmjux
asitisin bIF
Ttn.-n.- area ke of di

ent factors driving llus
trend, s= outlined in o 2085
Clty Observatory report
We spend more time in-
dears, watching TV, The
wealthy have walled them-
selyes offin gated commu-
nitles. “Space and expcr]
ences become more

vate, faeled by subarha

expansion. large lots, and
the pradominance of sin-
gle-Eanmdly homes " the City

SAUL LOBRSGETTY-AFF 2013

John Brennan, left; and James Clapper an Sunday criticized
tha prasident’s claalings with his forsign counterparts,

“1 think i demonstrates
1o Mr. Putin that Donald
Trusmpe cam be played by for-
eign leaders who are going
10 appeal m his ego and try
to play upon s insecuri-
ties, which is very, very wor-
risome from a national so-
curity standpoint,” Brensan
said.

Clapper, alse appearing
an CMM, said Trump's re-
Tuctunce to fully acknowl-
edge Hremlin interference
was hoth puzzling and dan-

geroud.

T dem't know why the
ambiguity aboit this, he
cause the threat pesed by
Russia i ifesz, and obvi-

versarial leaders, that it was
easy o toke of
the L5, president.

ously has been for a lag

time” be said “To try w
paine it in any other way s, T

ink, estounding, and in
Fact poses & peril to this
oo

mitTy.
Clapper d with

Observatory's authars
write.

Trust is declining oo,
The General Social Survey's
data show that the share of
Amereans saying most peo-

e can be trusted has fallen

om nearly 50 percent in
thee 170 to just over 30 per-
cont

T‘imhck of trust extends
0 ol rs: In 2006
,,nﬂ, half of Americans
tobd the Pew Research Cen-
ter that they trust only
"some” ar *none” of their

Mmnuchin, also interviewed

on CNM, He said Trump

was “not gening played by
and thot it was

‘nd.n:uInus" r ]x

was being manip

Putin or anyone e|-9|:

Some Republican law-
makers have olso been criti-
cal of the president on the
Ru.ssla lB-SlIC. directly or in-

tly. A dhay after 2 harsh
mspo'nse o Trump's initial
remarks by Arizonn Sen,
Jolus MeCain, the GOP for-
mer chair of the House In-
telligence Committe, Mike
Rogers, tweeted Sunday
that the mtelligence com-
munity had concheded that
Rugsia interfered in last
yeur's vote and “we
exqpect them o atternpt w
o 50 ngain

#That’s a elear and pre-
sent danger 10 our demae-
ey he addedd.

‘Trumg surrogates scaght
agpmin Sunday to frnme Ris-
sn o (e

Brennan's view that Trump
“seems very susceptible o
rolling out the red earpet
and honor guards and all
the trappings and um[.rmd
circimatanes” o
oversens visits.

1 think that appeals w
Tim, amd 1 mlrd-?r’plmm
h;s Insecurities” said Clap-

P he former intelligence
chiefs' comments drew a
sharp response from Treas-
ury Secretary Steven

sz having led to a fruithess
imeestigneson of whether the
Trump campaign colluded
with the Kremlin - ewen
though Mueller has given
ne sign that the probe is
winding down, and the -
telligence community did
not attempt to address
whether the I

peighbors, Mirroring the
mumbiers on social inbersc-
tinns ahove, the survey
found that people in rural
aress were mast trusting of
their peighbors, while those
in urban areas trusted their
eighhors the Joast,

These rends may be seli-
reinforcing: we trust our
neighbors less because
we're interacting bess
guently with them, and
we're interacting bess fre-
quenitly with them because
we trust them less,

Press” said Trump “be-
Tieves that after a year of
investigations, of tens of
millions of taxpayer dollars,
thepe s zero evidence ol any
ballos being impacted by
Raussinn interference.”

Muellers investigarion,
which Trump again over
e weekend decried a2 be-
ing based on 8 Democratic
hoax, has so far led to the
indictment of Trumps for-
MET CAMPpAign manager,
Faul Manafort. and anal
aide, along witha gilry plea
from a junior Trump cam-

paign sssociate who is ap-

ranemly coaperting with

mvestigators. More Indicet-
ments are gxpocted.

Following another of
Trump's often-used talking
points, Short stressed the
benefits of & cooperative re-
lationship with Putin on se-
curity matters,

*1 think ﬂml}m:sniem is
mare inserested in figuring
out how can we partner
with them o help prevent
North Korea from devel-
oping nuclear weapons,” he
waid,

Trump on Sunday re-
peated that 3 good working
relationship with Putin
eould pay big dividends.

“Having Russin in
Friendly 1o,

affected the eloction out-

come,

‘White House legislative
director Marc Short, inter
viewed on MBS “Meet the

to always thtmr with
them, i an asset to the
world and an asset to our
country, not a liabificg" he
told reparters in Vietnm.

PARTY

with other Democrats. “She

cuddgel gminst her. Corlos Reyes,

Continued fom Page 14

office or & spot in congressional
Schultz

seemed to make decisions on her
owm and let us know at the Inst
minute what she had decided”
Bmzltc sald nﬁldmg that W‘aﬁsﬁr—
1 lint

WS 4 constant presence on tedevi-
sion and traveled the country ad-
vocating for ber president and

In hindsight, said Blake MacDi-
armid, a South Florida Hepublican
stratogist, serving as party chair-
worran from May 200 unti] July
2016 didn't help Wasserman
Schultz.

“Looking at the facts now and
the rocord, she probably would
harve had & truch Jonger career in
politics had she not been the DNC
chaiz™ he sid, You pick up alotof
negatives being a party leader™

Brazile book

The newest controversy stetis
Brazgile's book, “Hacks: The
Inside Story of the Break-ing and
Breakdowns That Put Donald
Trurap in the White Heuse!” pub-
lished last weel. It contains doz-
ers af reforences — seven in fust
the first two pages — o "chhe
Most are critical.

Brazile heaps much of the
bilarme for th party’s dcc]uung for-
manes during the Ol
m“_ux-mwwmh@ in

rernor's offices and state legis-

tares — on Wassermun Schubtz,

Describing the mood as the
party convention began in July
2086, when Wasserman Schultz
had resigned and with Brazile
ahout to replace her, she wrote
that “it paitied e to hear her erit-
iestalk about her behind her back,
T was even more pafned when T
joined in that choma™

Bruzike then went on to assert
that Wasserman Schultz wasa bad
manager, had fev friends and was
Rsted by some, and dide't eonsle

of the mansgem*m of the party
and had not been the preatess at
Fursdraisdng™

The author said Wasserman
Schultz “liked the power and
perks of being a chair bt not the
responsibilities”

Brazile scorned what she la-
beled perks provided to Wasser-
mam Schults a sport-utility vehi-
che and driver, a chief of staff and
an assistant. and a body woman
a stalfer msigned W acesmpany
the party chairwoman cut of the
office on party business to corry
personal effiects and do dhings like
take notes and collect contac
fermation, And she wrote
cally of “Debbie’s big office” at
DNC headquurters — inelucing
the “Florida pink™ Wasserman

Schultz had chosen for the vealls

Reaction and
response

Friends and foes of Wasserman
Schulrz have suggested Brazile's
ook was written and marketed by
A way o maximize attention and
sales — and not necessanly to pro-
vide an full account of realitny,

“Exverybody who writes a book
Iikes tor miake a profie” said Mitch
Ceasar, former chairman of the
Broward Democratic Party who
spent 10 years representing 13
sauthern sttes on t tDrmoclnnc

ARFILE

Former Demacratic Natonal Committars chairwoman Donna Brazin’'s
Book details the hacking of the DNC during the gresidential campatin,

Pollara sid he has no interest in
buying or reading the book. which
ulm eritivizes the Clinton cam-

“Shes wrying wo sell books”

¢ sk, “She's trafficking in gossip
that 1 think is not only not repre-
senrarive of the facts but exploit-
ative of the Clinton-Sanders rift
that we teally need to move an

0

Republican MacDiarmid isnt a
fan of Wasserman Schultz, but he
said the Jeader of o party with the
presidint in the White Hoise Bn't
an inldrpmder[t operator; t!‘lt

Mational C
baard.

Ben Pollara, a South Florida
Demoeratic political stravegist
who has often been eritical of
Wasserman Schultz, sald his
understanding of Brazile's ac-
count is the ™ old I

retrend on Debbie!

1 of the
shots,

“Wasserman Schultz made a lot
of ristakees, but ultimagedy it's (he
person in the White House and
the person at the top of the tcket
that drives these wins and losses,
She's am easy scapegoar,” he said.

The congressworman isn't talk-

ing abaut the book, During 2 news
conference this week,

one of three Republicans seeking
his part’s mamination to chal-
Benge Wasserman Schultz next
year, calied her “the swamp
yueen” b o Funelrazsing email cit-
g the Brazile book and accusing
her her of “dereliction of dity”

A Rundraising. pitch from Tim
Canova, who challenged Wasser-
man Schultz in the 2006 Demo-
cratic congressional primary and
s running agzin, sad Bragile’s
book “confirms everything T have
been saying for the past two pears,
that os longas it Winsserman
Sehulrz is in public life, the Demo-
eratic Party will comtinue its de-
cline”

Pollara said continuing atten-
thort to the DINC would “ahsolutely
not" have any effect on Wasser-
man Schualtz's re-clection in the
Broward Miami-Dade Connty
distriet that is everwhelmingty

ratic,

1f she was ever godng to be vul-
merable, he sid, it would have
b;».-n n Iasl vem-s |m|nnry Sarud-

vere angry at her
i b L-d!ut-!éu(::lnryvnpn

Schultz repeatedly svoided an-
mnngmnemmnhuur it.

1 focused on doing the best
jobthat T can to represent my con-
stiments here in Florida's 23rd
Congressional Districs” che said
“My fociss, which is what my con-
stituents elected me to do, is to
make sure that T can fight for the
things they care about™

Party nctivist Treland said he

i Schuiltz would

mary chall writh
and money. “Those C'Immn,-”‘hnﬂ
ers divisions wese st as much of 2
fever pitch as they're ever going to
be” hE said. .

And Wasserran Schulz won
the 2016 primary with 57 percent
of the vote and the genesal elee-
tion, also with 57 percent of the
voe.

Debby Eisinger. who served
from 2002 through 2012 a5 3 com-
and then mayor of

wishes

“fight back a litthe it but under-
sands why she iso't. “That's not
Dweblbie's way of doing things"

Political fallout

-\s wassermmm:lmlu runs for

bulez will win re-
election next year, Eisinger, a po-
fitical ally of the congresswoman,
saicl :uppurl for her is *very wide-
spread.

PR frelcor,

i.oopu City, said she is confident
Wiserman Schul

185
mg hr DNC lr.-ad.emiup as &

954-356-4550 or Twittor
(@rowardpelitics
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sure, the firmness of 1 grip,
thee fieel of the wedght of an
abject and its quality of fra-
gility or density.

Or 0z Engeberg savs
“feeling the 5 be-
sween holding 2 Bl
hobding an

bt TN
see the path to that restoved
sense of touch and F'r;T
through a robotic hand with
s DWW Dervous sysem oo
sisting of dorsal ropt gun-
glia, or clusters of nerve
cells, grown from
They plan to r.-'lecln:::
stimulate the
sensors from the rub-om.
hand and see how the

nerves rebudkd, hoplng the
same will h.ane'n in the
prostheses of hand am-
putees

Engeberg said it's o
unigue approach to the
problem of loss of touch
SETISILION.

Those who have lost a
Tnand, about 690,000 penple
in the Unbed States, face
limited options as they
seurch for n prosthesis,
Only a small number of
manufacturers have en-
tered the marker and the
$25,000 cost is often not
covered by insurance, snid
Karen Luncquist, spokes-
waman for T
-\mpuhse Coalition, based
in Vi

Josl Murtus. of Boca

fenced the

srueling quest fora proper-
Ty fitting prosthesis.

Nlarcus, 3, an attomey
whves lost his Beft arm above
the elbow in a boating acci-
dent irn 2008, sadd his fve-
]::und prosthesiz is too

arvy o wear for his daily
activities. He also can't pet
it to fit properly in irs
socket.

He said he hasn't worn it
in three months, even
though it cost about
S00,000.

“A hand that could sense
touch and heat is really
goad, but it's not my first
prioricy Marcus said, “My
mumber ane concern s

Jemis slnee 2006, sald he
looks forward to learnic
more about the issaes face
by ampurees such as Mar-
cus, as well as the interac-
thon of the mind and the
bady and how behavior
collabarates with nerve res
generation to reestablish
ane of our moest importans
sendes.

He experts the project —
beinyg done by 1!5::th1:
engineers, a hrain scientist
and an arthopedic surgean
— to take about four pears,
which is also the duration
of the grant,

“This Is such an en
ing tapic,’ Engeberg said.

Raton, has

atingf.com

and making it comfortable”  *Tt's what gets me out of
Engeberg, who hasbeen  bed every morning

working on_similar me-

chanical engineering prob- Lol

BUSAN STOCKER/STAER BHOTOGIAPHER

FiL professor Erik Engeberg and his SioRobatics Lab have
raceivad a $1.3 milien grant to devalop the rbotic hand,
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