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PURPOSE:

Asbestos is a confirmed human carcinogen used in many different types of building materials. It is important to note that asbestos in an undisturbed state is not considered hazardous. Due to the potential hazards associated with asbestos exposure if the material becomes airborne, federal, state, and local rules and regulations are in place to control activities impacting asbestos-containing materials. 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure compliance with these regulations and to minimize any risk of exposure for faculty, staff, students, and the public at Florida Atlantic University (FAU).
This policy applies to all construction, demolition, renovation, remodeling, repair, and maintenance activities at FAU conducted by FAU employees or 3rd parties.
POLICY STATEMENT:

All activities that will (or may) disturb or damage building materials in/on FAU-owned or leased properties require asbestos verification.
All asbestos-related activities must be conducted in a safe manner and in full compliance with applicable federal, state, and local rules and regulations, including EHS P&P-01 – Building Permit Policy.
It is the policy of FAU that all remediation activities of asbestos-containing building materials are performed by a 3rd party, FDEP licensed asbestos contractor.  Depending on the remediation work, a 3rd party supervision and/or air monitoring may also be required, as determined by EH&S.
Failure to comply with the requirements of this policy and all applicable federal, state, and local rules and regulations can result in civil and/or criminal penalties (time in prison and fines) to individuals and organizations from the EPA and OSHA as well as disciplinary action from FAU.
  CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS:
Asbestos - Asbestos is a heat-resistant, fibrous mineral commonly used in building materials.  Regulated forms of asbestos include chrysotile, amosite, crocidolite, tremolite asbestos, anthophyllite asbestos, actinolite asbestos, and any of these minerals that have been chemically treated and/or altered. 
Asbestos was used for many purposes to improve materials intended properties, including strengthening and fire resistance. 
Common building materials containing asbestos include, but are not limited to:
· Ceiling products (acoustic plaster, panels, texture, tiles, and mastics)
· Asbestos cement (transite) board (ducts, pipes, shingles, siding, panels)
· Chalkboards (mastic, asbestos cement)
· Electrical products (insulation, breakers, chutes, partitions, panels, cloth)
· Fire protection products (blankets, curtains, doors, fireproofing)
· Heating and cooling system components (insulation, towers, dampeners, casings, tape)
· Elevator equipment (shoes, panels)
· Flooring products (tiles, mastics, barriers, vinyl)
· Laboratory products (hoods, tables, sink mastic, asbestos cement countertops/benchtops)
· Paints and coatings
· Roofing Materials (felt, flashing, shingles, tar)
· Wall products (plasters, putties, spackling, packing, compounds)
· Window glazing compound
· Vermiculite (asbestos as a contaminant in insulation and decorative applications)
Asbestos-containing Materials (ACM) Any building material that contains more than 1% asbestos.  Building materials which may contain asbestos are considered ACM until sample analysis determines the asbestos concentration at or below 1% asbestos.  Building materials which contain between 0% - 1% are subject to compliance with OSHA regulations regarding protection for workers and building occupants.
Capital Projects For the purposes of this policy, capital projects will include all minor and major projects conducted either in-house or by 3rd parties and supported by an FAU department authorized to conduct such work in accordance with EHS P&P01, Building Permit Policy.
Capital Project Support Personnel For the purposes of this policy, these personnel coordinate the activities of capital projects on behalf of FAU and are approved by EH&S to oversee a scope of work involving construction, renovation, remodeling, repair, maintenance, or demolition.  
Construction The fabrication, installation, erection, or modification of a source. Construction activities also include earth-disturbing activities that could lead to pollution. 
Demolition The wrecking or taking out of any load-supporting structural member of a facility together with any related handling operations or the intentional burning (i.e., practice burns) of any facility.
Emergency Renovation An emergency renovation is a renovation that was not planned, but results from a sudden, unexpected event that either immediately produces unsafe conditions, or that, if not quickly remedied, could be reasonably foreseen to result in an unsafe or detrimental effect on health or is necessary to protect equipment and avoid unreasonable financial burden. The term includes renovations necessitated by non-routine equipment failures. For example, the explosion of a boiler in a chemical plant might require emergency renovations, since such an explosion would disrupt normal operations. However, renovations involving routine repairs are not emergencies.
Maintenance and Repairs Minor repairs or upkeep that maintains facilities, equipment, or systems in working order. 
Maintenance and Repair Workers 3rd party contractors or FAU employees conducting maintenance and repair activities at FAU.
Renovation Altering a facility or one or more facility components in any way, including the stripping or removal of ACM from a facility component. A renovation could be, but is not limited to, any interior renovation or remodel not affecting load-supporting structural members or a roof replacement.
Responsibilities:
Maintenance and Repair Workers 
Responsible for compliance with asbestos regulations and the FAU asbestos policies, plans, and procedures by their staff and by contractors working under their oversight.
Responsible for consultation with EH&S and obtaining asbestos verification through existing asbestos survey information or the completion of a formal asbestos survey prior to activities that disturb building materials.
Notify EH&S of the presence of any unverified building materials found during work activities.
Capital Project Support Personnel 
Responsible for compliance with asbestos regulations and the FAU asbestos policies, plans, and procedures by their staff and by contractors working under their oversight.
Responsible for consultation with EH&S and obtaining asbestos verification through existing asbestos survey information or the completion of a formal asbestos survey prior to activities that disturb building materials.
Required to ensure EH&S and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) notifications with appropriate surveys are submitted by contractors to the FDEP, when required by EH&S.
Environmental Health and Safety
 Responsible for oversight and administration of the asbestos management program (identification, control, and abatement) at FAU. All activities involving asbestos-containing materials require pre-approval from EH&S.
Provides technical assistance to departments authorized to manage maintenance, repairs, and construction in accordance with EHS-P&P-01, Building Permit Policy, and involved in activities related to asbestos. AHERA accredited inspectors in EH&S shall conduct annual inspections of known ACM for the purposes of assessing any changes in the materials' condition.
Develops, maintains, and enforces the FAU Asbestos Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Program Plan.
Conducts asbestos verification for building materials within scopes of work for maintenance, repair, and construction activities where suspect building materials may be disturbed as a part of the work.
Serves as the university liaison with regulatory agencies and serves as the clearinghouse for the dissemination of regulatory and FAU requirements and new information to groups involved in asbestos related activities.
EH&S has stop work authority for any asbestos remediation work that deviates from the regulatory requirements or that represents an immediate health and safety risk. Stop work authority shall also be extended to any construction, maintenance, or repair activity where the unauthorized removal/disturbance of asbestos or suspected ACM is observed.
Provides sources for suitable FDEP licensed asbestos and asbestos inspection consultants..
EH&S will review and approve scopes of work and contractor quotations for asbestos remediation work.
FAU Prime Contractors, Subcontractors, and Lower-Tier Subcontractors 
Responsible for compliance with asbestos regulations and the FAU asbestos policies, plans, and procedures by their staff and by contractors working under their oversight.
Perform work in accordance with all federal, state, and local rules and regulations.
Notify EH&S of all building materials that may be disturbed during a scope of work.
Performs work only where the asbestos content has been verified for all building materials involved in the scope of work.
Stops work before unverified building materials have been disturbed (or as soon as possible thereafter).
Notify EH&S and/or EH&S of any unverified building materials discovered during work activities.
Procedures: 
Operation and Maintenance Plan
EH&S will develop, implement, and maintain an asbestos operations and maintenance (O&M) program plan consistent with the criteria in the OSHA asbestos regulations for ACM. At a minimum, the plan will include:
Training requirements for FAU employees involved in facilities maintenance, repair, construction, renovation, remodeling, or demolition activities.
Work Practices for FAU employees and contractors engaged in facilities maintenance and repair activities
Surveillance of the condition of asbestos-containing materials Asbestos Register of ACM.
Emergency Procedures for responding to emergencies involving asbestos
Facility Contact Information for the personnel who should be contacted to answer questions about asbestos
Asbestos Registry to maintain a record of the presence of ACM on FAU properties. 
The O&M program plan shall be periodically reviewed and updated in accordance with regulatory requirements.
Asbestos Verification
All maintenance, renovation, construction, demolition, remodeling, or repair activity which will (or will likely) disturb building materials must be preceded by the completion of Asbestos Verification.  EH&S will advise on the presence/absence of asbestos or the need for remediation based on existing survey data or through review of a new asbestos survey conducted for the work.  Further information on this process will be outlined in the FAU Asbestos O&M Program Plan.
For capital projects, the Asbestos Verification Form will be completed by FAU project support personnel and/or contractor(s) and submitted to EH&S.  EH&S will review the project scope of work against existing asbestos survey records and building certifications to determine if an asbestos survey of the scope of work area(s) will be required.  EH&S will notify FAU project support personnel as follows:
If no survey information is available for the project boundaries, EH&S will notify  that an asbestos survey must be conducted prior to commencing work in the area. 
If survey information obtained from the project boundaries determines the presence of ACM, EH&S will notify that necessary asbestos remediation is required prior to commencing work in the area.
EH&S will notify if an FDEP notification is required prior to commencing work in the area.
Asbestos Surveys
An asbestos survey, meeting the requirements of Federal, State, and local rules and regulations, shall be completed prior to the commencement of any renovation, remodeling or demolition work involving an FAU-owned building; component of a university owned building or of a building scheduled to be purchased by the University. A survey is required regardless of the age of the building. Asbestos surveys must be conducted by a Florida Licensed Asbestos Consultant (LAC) or their appointed representative, that performs these services under their licensure.
A limited survey, or waiver of survey requirements based on a review of the scope of work, the asbestos registry, or architect certifications, may be authorized by EH&S. 
All surveys are required to be submitted to EH&S for review prior to the start of construction work. EH&S reserves the authority to reject a survey based on incomplete content or failure to follow regulatory requirements.  Additional bulk sample analysis methods may be required if ambiguous initial bulk sample results are received.
Identified asbestos/ACM that directly impacts the scope of the renovation/demolition work is required to be removed by a FDEP licensed asbestos abatement contractor approved by EH&S.
ACM that is damaged or in poor condition is required to be removed if identified within a planned work area even if not included in the scope of work. An example would be the presence of friable pipe insulation in poor condition above a ceiling that is scheduled to be removed and replaced. Additional removal would be necessary if the planned work occurs near friable asbestos where damage or disturbance of the material may occur.
A copy of the completed asbestos survey must be kept on site for the duration of a construction work.
Maintenance, Repair, and Construction Activity
For capital projects, if a contractor encounters a building material that has not been verified as containing asbestos, the contractor must immediately discontinue work on that building material and contact their FAU project support contact or EH&S for asbestos verification prior to resuming activities.
For maintenance and repair activities, if a maintenance worker encounters a building with unverified material(s), the worker must immediately discontinue work on that building material and contact EH&S for asbestos verification prior to resuming activities.
Asbestos Remediation
If ACM is deemed damaged or in poor condition, may be disturbed by planned work activities, or otherwise presents a risk of exposure to FAU staff, contractors, or building occupants, it must be abated. When feasible, the preferred method of abatement is full removal of ACM.  If removal is not possible, ACM may need to be encapsulated or repaired. The decision to encapsulate or repair ACM instead of removing the material must be made in consultation with EH&S and outside contractors when necessary.  
Any ACM that is not removed during an abatement must be appropriately labeled by EH&S thereafter including the type, quantity, and location.
Asbestos abatement work, regardless of size and scope, must be conducted by a Florida FDEP licensed asbestos contractor. All asbestos removal activities must comply with the applicable federal, state, and local rules and regulations. Based on the type and amount of ACM being removed, EH&S can, at their discretion, require air monitoring during removal activities.  
The FDEP licensed abatement contractor performing the abatement shall provide a detailed scope of work that must be reviewed by EH&S prior to commencing work.  
The FDEP licensed asbestos contractor  will provide advanced notice of anticipated abatement work to affected building occupants. This notice should include the abatement location, relevant dates, and scope of work to be performed.  This abatement notice must be posted for all building occupants a minimum of 10 days in advance of the work start date.  The asbestos contractor is responsible for required federal, state, and local notifications regarding demolition and/or asbestos abatement work as required by relevant jurisdictions.
The abatement contractor is responsible for constructing a sealed, airtight, and properly ventilated work area that prevents asbestos particles from escaping the confines of the regulated area.  All asbestos-disturbing work must be performed in an established “regulated area” and follow work area preparation and management issues. The abatement contractor is responsible for supplying their employees with all required asbestos training and/or certifications and personal protective equipment that meets specified OSHA regulations.  The abatement contractor is responsible for area and personnel air monitoring during the abatement and should be performed at least daily. Personal air monitoring must be performed in accordance with §1926.1101(f).
Asbestos-containing roofing may be removed by a state certified or registered roofing contractor as long as all removal activities are performed under the direction of an onsite supervisor. The supervisor must remain on site at all times while removal activities are taking place. The supervisor is required to have completed an approved asbestos roofing course prior to engaging in the removal of ACM roofing materials and copies of training documentation must be provided to EH&S before job commencement.
EH&S reserves the right to require that additional protective measures be instituted beyond those required by regulation on any asbestos abatement work.
Work plans or full project specifications may be required depending on the scope of the abatement work. A 3rd party Licensed Asbestos Consultant shall be responsible for developing work plans and specifications related to an abatement work when needed.
Air monitoring including work area inspection and routine and final clearance air sampling may be required on asbestos abatement work, as determined by EH&S.
EH&S shall be the final decision-making authority involving questions related to air monitoring requirements.  
Notification
EH&S will notify the capital project support contact via the Asbestos Verification Form if a notification to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection is required.
If required for capital projects that do not include asbestos remediation, the prime contractor or capital project support contact is responsible for submitting the notification to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection no later than 10 days before work commences.  
 For capital projects that include ACM, the FDEP licensed asbestos contractor performing the work is responsible for submitting a notification to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection no later than 10 working days before work commences.
Emergencies

Contact EH&S as soon as possible following awareness that an emergency renovation is necessary or has been completed.  
Insurance
Prior to the university entering any asbestos abatement contract, EH&S must review and approve to ensure compliance with applicable asbestos regulations and policies including the insurance requirements of Florida Statute 255.56.
Training
Those involved in the disturbance of asbestos/ACM must have training appropriate to their assigned job duties. Individuals must be trained in accordance with the requirements of the EPA’s Model Accreditation Plan (MAP) for asbestos abatement project supervisors and workers and appropriately certified by the FDEP.   
Disturbance, damage, or removal of asbestos-containing materials is not authorized for FAU employees, staff, faculty, students, or visitors.
All maintenance personnel with the potential to disturb or damage ACM during their normal work assignment are required to have annual asbestos awareness training provided through EH&S in accordance with the MAP requirements.  Requirements for these personnel are outlined in the FAU Asbestos O&M Program Plan.
All personnel responsible for oversight of work with potential to disturb or damage ACM are required to have annual asbestos awareness training provided through EH&S in accordance with the MAP requirements.
Recordkeeping
Copies of all documentation/reports on maintenance, repairs, or construction related to asbestos surveys must be provided to EH&S as soon as possible and prior to any work activities that will disturb the sampled materials.
Copies of all documentation related to asbestos activities including the consultant and contractor final reports and waste disposal manifests must be provided to EH&S within 45 days of the completion of an abatement work.
EH&S shall be responsible for maintaining and archiving all asbestos related documentation for the time mandated by federal regulatory requirements.
enforcement:
EH&S is responsible for policy enforcement in accordance with University Policy 4.1.2 Environmental Health and Safety and F.S. 469.
The EPA enforces violations to the National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) and Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), MAP, and Worker Protection Rule) which carry penalties including incarceration and/or fines for individuals and the state agency. 
OSHA enforces violations of the OSHA asbestos standards for private contractors of state agencies.
RELATED INFORMATION:

· 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M (asbestos NESHAP)
· 40 CFR Part 763 Subpart G (EPA Worker Protection Rule) 
· 40 CFR Part 763, Appendix C (EPA Model Accreditation Plan)
· 29 CFR 1910.1001, 29 CFR 1926.1101 (OSHA Asbestos Standards, general industry and construction respectively)
· 42 U.S.C. Chapter 85, Subchapter I, Part A (EPA Clean Air Act)
· F.S. 469 (State of Florida asbestos regulations)
· F.S. 255.56 (State of Florida regulations on insurance for public property)
· University Policy 4.1.2, Environmental Health and Safety
· University Policy 4.2.6, Facilities Management
· EHS Policy P&P-01, Building Permit Policy

_______________________________________________________________________________
Approved and issued by order of:
          Wendy Ash Graves
________________________________						DATE: 04/28/2025
             Wendy Ash Graves
    Environmental Health and Safety
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