[image: image1.png]&U

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Florida Atlantic University




FAUS & COE RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Monday, August 30, 2010
3:00-4:30 p.m.

MINUTES 
Present:  Julie Hector, John Hardman, Nancy Brown, Lydia Bartram, Glenn Thomas, Steve Rios, Lorraine Cross, Terry Watson, Debbie Snyder (by telephone), Cindy Harrison (by telephone), Kathleen Melrose (by telephone), Trish DiBari (by telephone), Kathleen Perez (by telephone), D’Jion Jacksom (by telephone) 
Minutes from our last meeting were approved by unanimous decision

Dissemination:
Glenn Thomas spoke broadly to the accomplishments and challenges of university lab schools.  Dissemination of research activities is still an issue and we need to look for creative ways such as collaborating with other university lab schools and holding community workshops.   Glenn offered congratulations to all representatives about the collective efforts to further the research missions of the lab schools.  Glenn also stated that as a group the committee needs to review the state agenda and look for connections that will highlight the relevance and contributions of the lab schools to the needs of Florida education.
The committee discussed ways to promote dissemination, including how research information should be available for public retrieval, how information should be displayed through electronic formats.  The formation of a research “template” to create structure was also discussed.  D’Jion Jackson suggested the committee look into PD360, an online database.  Other ideas raised by committee members included the exploration of a unified Florida lab school group where research could be housed, an online source to highlight presentations that have been done at each school and a list of people available to present at other sites.  This would show that lab schools do more than research.  John Hardman shared a website, academia.edu, as a place for faculty to have a personal profile to highlight research activities and network with other university faculty.  The suggestion of printing a book of research activities was raised.  Glenn stated that once it was produced a decision about printing could be made or it could be an e-book.  Palm Pointe shared that they created a Teacher Inquiry Showcase booklet and the committee discussed replicating something similar for Henderson and Slattery.
Steve Rios recommended creating a dissemination plan, which was supported by the committee.  
Research Committee Structure: 

Glenn Thomas asked that John Hardman send out the committee by-laws to everyone for amendment.  New committee co-chairs were approved:
Cindy Harrison: Co-chair, Lab School Representative

Steve Rios: Co-chair, Faculty Representative

Lydia Bartram: Secretary

Julie hector: Committee Liason
Lab School Reports:

1) Slattery: Lydia Bartram reported that the center received a 5+ star rating on accreditation this past May.  The Budding Readers Literacy project in collaboration with Henderson is being continued for another year.  This research study uses a cross age reading model with four year olds and sixth graders.  The principal investigator is Dr. Janet Towell and Lydia Bartram and Gina Sands are co-investigating on the project and assisting with weekly coordination of the reading projects.  A proposal has been submitted to the National Reading Association to present at the annual conference May 2011.  In addition, a new research study was recently approved for Dr. Bjorklund and will study afterlife beliefs in young children .  Dr. Bhagwanji will also be initiating a study at Slattery looking at the impact of nature on young children.  Lydia Bartram and Nancy Brown will be presenting at the Broward Early Childhood Conference in October.  Lydia Bartram will also be submitting a proposal to present at the National Conference for Campus Children’s Centers next year.
2) Henderson: Terry Watson reported that Dr. Jones is currently conducting a research study on test anxiety.  Dr. Perry is studying Bullying and Peer Relationships in Grades 4-5.  Terry also reported that her publication on Public Relations has been approved.   Dr. Rios presented to the committee information about the Student Research Symposium, which will be on November 8, 2010, in the new high school.   He also provided the committee with a call for papers and posters flyer.  President Saunders is very supportive of lab schools and will be in attendance as well as Dean Bristor.
3) Palm Pointe: Debbie Snyder reported that  rally reading, and educational technology 
research studies are in progress. In addition, a study on Gaggle has been submitted to the IRB.  Lastly, teachers will be presenting to the district on their research activities.  Palm Pointe has consistently received acknowledgment from the community for being  a leader in teacher inquiry and action research.

Discussion Items: 

Lab School Research Day:  Lorraine Cross asked that the date be changed due to scheduling conflicts.  An alternate time was not decided and will be put on a future agenda for additional discussion.  The possibility of a research mixer was briefly discussed as  an option.
Next Committee Meeting:        October 4, 2010

                                                 Melby Center 

                                                 3:00 pm
