
Literacy-Based Behavioral Interventions 
 
Definition: A Literacy-Based Behavioral Intervention is a short story that 
describes a situation, skill, or concept to help improve the understanding of 
the person involved. This type of intervention can be used to help with a 
distressing situation, teach a skill, describe a routine, introduce something 
new, or change a behavior.  
 
Formats: 

 Social Stories (Gray, 2000) 
 Comic Strip Stories (Gray, 1994) 
 PowerPoint stories  
 Hand written story with photographs 
 Buddy story (create a story for 2 or more children if they have the 

same need, for example raising a hand to gain attention) 
 
Important Tips: 

 Each story you write should be individualized for the person (people) 
for whom you are writing the story. 

 Photographs of the individual can help to personalize the story. 
Additionally they provide the individual the opportunity to see 
themselves “doing” the behavior you are hoping to teach. 

 If this type of intervention is being used to eliminate a negative 
behavior it is important to consider the function of that behavior and 
incorporate a replacement behavior into the story that will meet that 
need.  

 
Useful Websites: 
http://www.wittycomics.com/make-comic.php 
Free comic story website – just sign in and you can begin. The background 
and person selections are limited. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/comic/ 
Free basic comic strip making program 
http://www.polyxo.com/socialstories/  
Teaching Children with Autism – information on social stories including 
sample story sentences 
http://www.thegraycenter.org/index.cfm  
The official website for Carol Gray 
 


