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Callirobics 
Publisher: Liora Laufer 
Copyright:  2006                            Subject: Handwriting 
Price: See the attached pricelist     Ages: PK – Grade 12 
Contact:  (800) 769-2891               Website: www.callirobics.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn handwriting skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Callirobics (CALLIgraphy and aeROBICS) is a unique concept in handwriting 
exercises. Students practice the writing of repetitive simple writing patterns 
(straight and curved lines) to the rhythm of music. The exercises are fun and 
relaxing. The accompanying music helps the student achieve better rhythm and 
flow in the writing. The music was specifically chosen for its repetitious nature. 
The music also helps students who learn better through auditory channels, 
rather than visual methods. Through consistent practice of simple patterns, the 
student is trained to perform basic writing movements. The eye is trained to 
focus on details. Each exercise takes about 2 minutes and should be repeated 
daily for a week. The program helps to improve printing and cursive writing 
skills, attention span, sensory integration skills, work habits, relaxation skills, 
small-muscle skills, and eye-hand coordination.  
 

Target Population:  
Callirobics programs can benefit all students, especially those who receive 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, or special education services. 
Callirobics-for-Beginners was initially designed for students with autism. 
 

Discussion:  
Various Callirobics programs are offered: 

• Callirobics-for-Beginners – basic lines and shapes that are building 
blocks for writing 

• Callirobics-for-Kids – graphical patterns  
• Callirobics for ages  7-14 – more advanced, connected, and geared for 

cursive writing 
• Callirobics-Advanced – students create their own shapes 
• Callirobics-for-Adults – can be used to regain the small-muscle 

coordination and/or handwriting skills after temporary loss 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 

 











 

Handwriting Without Tears 
Publisher: Jan Z. Olsen, OTR 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Handwriting 
Price: See the attached pricelist     Ages: Grades PK-5 
Contact: (301) 263-2700                Website: www.hwtears.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn basic handwriting skills with the use of multisensory strategies. 
 

Program Description:  
Handwriting Without Tears teaches pre-printing readiness skills to mastery of 
cursive. The activities are designed to meet the learning needs of various 
learning styles – the program uses auditory, kinesthetic, visual, and tactile 
approaches. It involves the use of manipulatives – capital letter wood pieces, 
smiley face prompts and other visual cues, specially designed paper, Roll-A-
Dough Letters, a Stamp and See Screen, workbooks, and a slate chalkboard to 
teach correct letter formation and to prevent reversals. The program also 
includes teaching tips for developing good posture, paper placement, and pencil 
grips.  
  
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Handwriting Without Tears is useful for all students. It has proven to be very 
effective for children with special needs. The program progresses at the rate of 
the child’s abilities, as determined by the teacher, so it meets the needs of 
students with various needs. Because the program uses so many visual cues and 
visual and kinesthetic strategies, it is very beneficial for students with autism.  
 

Discussion:  
• This program is now available in Spanish and English. 
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The Sensible Pencil 
Publisher: ATC Learning 
Copyright: 2003                              Subject: Handwriting 
Price: $74.95                                   Ages: All ages 
Contact: (800) 633-8623                 Website: www.atclearning.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn to write upper and lower case manuscript letters and numbers in a 
carefully structured and sequenced manner. 
 

Program Description:  
The Sensible Pencil is an ungraded, individualized, direct instruction program 
for teaching upper and lower case manuscript letters and numbers. The 200 
exercises provide step-by-step readiness activities that are the foundation of all 
handwriting skills. Careful consideration is given to visual clues, prompts, and 
letter size. Letters are clustered and presented on the basis of difficulty and 
similarity in formation. All worksheets move the writer forward at an attainable 
pace and encourage success and independence. New tasks are gradually 
introduced while mastered tasks are continuously reviewed to ensure 
maintenance of skills.  
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Young children and all students with special needs, especially children with 
Down Syndrome and autism have been shown to benefit from this program. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• This program provides a developmental approach to teaching handwriting 

and provides a comprehensive overview of handwriting needs in general. 
• Pre- and post- assessments, a complete set of worksheets, and individual 

record keeping forms are included. 
• The Sensible Pencil can be used in a one-on-one or small group setting. 
• The Sensible Pencil CD, in PDF format is now available. 
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Much of the information  
on reading curriculum in this manual  

was gathered from the  
Florida Center for Reading Research 

 
www.fcrr.org 



 

Accelerated Literacy Learning (A.L.L.) 
Created by  Richardson & Allington at the University of South 

Florida            
Subject: Reading and Writing                                              
Ages: Grade 1 
Contact:  Broward County Schools Reading Department  
               (754) 321-1853                                         
Website: http://cis.pasco.k12.fl.us/contentareas/all_prog.html 
                 www.fcrr.org  
  
Learning Objectives: 

• To help first grade students accelerate to a level of average or above 
• To support and improve student’s self-esteem by providing successful 

reading and writing experiences 
• To decrease the number of first grade referrals to Special Education 

classes 
• To reduce the number of potential high school dropouts 

 

Program Description:  
Accelerated Literacy Learning, based on Reading Recovery, focuses its 
intervention on acceleration, rather than remediation. Instruction in phonemic 
awareness, phonics, writing, fluency, and comprehension is delivered in daily 
30 minute lessons. Many strategies and materials are used, including alphabet 
strips, alphabet boxes, Elkonin boxes, a magnetic board with letters, and 
leveled books (from a variety of publishers). 
Lessons are highly structured, explicit, and provide many opportunities for 
fluency development. A typical lesson would include the following: 

 The first segment of each day’s lesson is dedicated to the reading of 
familiar books and the previous day’s new book. A Running Record of 
two students is taken during this time and the third student will have his 
Running Record taken the following day.  The new book is read 3 times, 
with a minimum of two readings. 

 The writing segment of the lesson focuses on phonemic awareness, 
phonics, and sentence writing. Activities with Elkonin boxes and counters 
are used to develop phonemic awareness. The magnetic board is used to 
work with word families. Targeted words are chosen by the teacher based 
on the student’s individual needs, using results from the Running Record 
from the day before. 

 Using a sentence usually taken from a story they are reading, sentence 



strips are used to practice the correct sequence of the words. 
 Vocabulary instruction takes place throughout the lesson. 
 A tactile approach is used to teach sight words. Students use 

manipulatives to spell words and to play games with words.  
 Comprehension is an important component throughout the lesson. 

Questioning, story prediction, and story retell are strategies used to 
increase comprehension.  

 

Target Population:  
This program was created for first grade students who perform in the lowest 
20th percentile in their class in Reading and Writing. As well, students who are 
in special education classes can benefit from A.L.L.  
 
 

Discussion:  
• A.L.L. incorporates research-based reading practices – instruction 

including lessons in phonemic awareness, phonics, writing, fluency, and 
comprehension. 

• This program was originally designed for one-on-one instruction in a 
pull-out setting with a reading specialist. Recently, however, A.L.L. has 
adapted its program to include small group (3 students) instruction in the 
regular classroom with the students’ teacher.  

• A.L.L. is delivered by highly trained teachers who participate in an 
intensive year-long training. 
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Corrective Reading 
Publisher: The McGraw-Hill Companies 
Copyright: 2003                             Subject: Reading 
Price: See attached price list          Ages: Grades 3-12 
Contact: (888) 772-4543                Website: www.sraonline.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve reading skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Corrective Reading incorporates the best practices in reading remediation by 
including explicit and systematic instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, 
basic fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. This flexible and 
comprehensive program, allows students to work in a decoding strand, a 
comprehension strand, or both. Lesson format and delivery follows a repetitive 
style. 
 
The decoding strand is appropriate for students who do not read words 
accurately and whose oral reading is disfluent. The decoding strand 
incorporates instruction in phonemic awareness, fluency, and vocabulary, 
progressing from teaching letter sounds and blending skills to reading 
expository passages typically seen in textbooks. Lessons in this strand 
incorporate word-attack skills practice, group reading, individual reading 
checkouts, and workbook exercises. 
 
The comprehension strand is appropriate for students who need to develop 
vocabulary, background knowledge, and reasoning skills that make up the 
foundation for comprehension. This strand helps develop higher-order thinking 
and reasoning strategies used by successful readers – applying background 
knowledge, making inferences, and analyzing evidence. Lessons in this strand 
include thinking operations, workbook exercises, information gathering, and 
oral group work. 
 
Corrective Reading lessons incorporate information from science, social 
studies, and other content areas to build general knowledge and to develop 
study skills. The program includes sequenced lessons, fast-paced, teacher-
directed instruction, on-going assessment, and built-in reinforcement. The 
program is based on cumulative skill development so that the difficulty of the 
material increases gradually, always building on prior material.  



 
 See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This program was designed for students who read below grade level, who 
misidentify, reverse, or omit words, who have little recall and limited attention 
span, who do not read with fluency, and who read with limited comprehension. 
This program is also appropriate for students who are in special education 
classrooms. 
 

Discussion:  
• Lessons for each of the Corrective Reading Programs (Decoding and 

Comprehension) require 45-50 minutes to implement. Lessons should be 
taught 4-5 times per week. 

• Lessons are designed to be delivered in a small group setting (4-5 
students) or in a whole classroom setting. 

• Consultants provide support and training throughout the school year, in 
person, via e-mail, and via telephone. 

• Ancillary materials are available for FCAT practice. 
• Teacher materials include correlations between daily lesson goals and 

Sunshine State Standards/Benchmarks. 
• A video is available for teachers, modeling lessons and true classroom 

situations. 
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Early Reading Intervention 
Publisher: Scott Foresman 
Copyright: 2004                             Subject: Reading 
Price:  $1200.00                             Ages: Grades K-1 
Contact: (800) 552-2259                Website: www.scottforesman.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn strategies to improve reading skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Early Reading Intervention provides intervention to improve reading skills to 
students who are identified as being at-risk. The program includes a placement 
test, progress monitoring tools, and exit tests. With this tool, educators are able 
to use evaluation information to design effective instruction in order to meet 
students’ needs. Each lesson includes 7 activities, with each activity designed 
to take 3-5 minutes to complete. Activities are delivered in a game-like fashion, 
making learning fun and motivating. The first 15 minutes of each lesson focus 
on phonological awareness and alphabetic understanding. The next 15 minutes 
focus on writing and spelling. Review is cumulatively built into the program 
providing students with plenty of practice of previously learned material. 
 
See the attached lesson sample.  
 

Target Population:  
This program benefits Kindergarten and first grade students who fall into the 
bottom 25% of a formal screening reading assessment.  
 
 

Discussion:  
o Intervention requires 30 minutes a day. 
o Lessons are delivered in a small group setting (2-5 students). 
o The instructional design of this program is based on the current research 

of teaching beginning reading. 

 

 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




