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Callirobics 
Publisher: Liora Laufer 
Copyright:  2006                            Subject: Handwriting 
Price: See the attached pricelist     Ages: PK – Grade 12 
Contact:  (800) 769-2891               Website: www.callirobics.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn handwriting skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Callirobics (CALLIgraphy and aeROBICS) is a unique concept in handwriting 
exercises. Students practice the writing of repetitive simple writing patterns 
(straight and curved lines) to the rhythm of music. The exercises are fun and 
relaxing. The accompanying music helps the student achieve better rhythm and 
flow in the writing. The music was specifically chosen for its repetitious nature. 
The music also helps students who learn better through auditory channels, 
rather than visual methods. Through consistent practice of simple patterns, the 
student is trained to perform basic writing movements. The eye is trained to 
focus on details. Each exercise takes about 2 minutes and should be repeated 
daily for a week. The program helps to improve printing and cursive writing 
skills, attention span, sensory integration skills, work habits, relaxation skills, 
small-muscle skills, and eye-hand coordination.  
 

Target Population:  
Callirobics programs can benefit all students, especially those who receive 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, or special education services. 
Callirobics-for-Beginners was initially designed for students with autism. 
 

Discussion:  
Various Callirobics programs are offered: 

• Callirobics-for-Beginners – basic lines and shapes that are building 
blocks for writing 

• Callirobics-for-Kids – graphical patterns  
• Callirobics for ages  7-14 – more advanced, connected, and geared for 

cursive writing 
• Callirobics-Advanced – students create their own shapes 
• Callirobics-for-Adults – can be used to regain the small-muscle 

coordination and/or handwriting skills after temporary loss 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 

 











 

Handwriting Without Tears 
Publisher: Jan Z. Olsen, OTR 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Handwriting 
Price: See the attached pricelist     Ages: Grades PK-5 
Contact: (301) 263-2700                Website: www.hwtears.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn basic handwriting skills with the use of multisensory strategies. 
 

Program Description:  
Handwriting Without Tears teaches pre-printing readiness skills to mastery of 
cursive. The activities are designed to meet the learning needs of various 
learning styles – the program uses auditory, kinesthetic, visual, and tactile 
approaches. It involves the use of manipulatives – capital letter wood pieces, 
smiley face prompts and other visual cues, specially designed paper, Roll-A-
Dough Letters, a Stamp and See Screen, workbooks, and a slate chalkboard to 
teach correct letter formation and to prevent reversals. The program also 
includes teaching tips for developing good posture, paper placement, and pencil 
grips.  
  
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Handwriting Without Tears is useful for all students. It has proven to be very 
effective for children with special needs. The program progresses at the rate of 
the child’s abilities, as determined by the teacher, so it meets the needs of 
students with various needs. Because the program uses so many visual cues and 
visual and kinesthetic strategies, it is very beneficial for students with autism.  
 

Discussion:  
• This program is now available in Spanish and English. 
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The Sensible Pencil 
Publisher: ATC Learning 
Copyright: 2003                              Subject: Handwriting 
Price: $74.95                                   Ages: All ages 
Contact: (800) 633-8623                 Website: www.atclearning.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn to write upper and lower case manuscript letters and numbers in a 
carefully structured and sequenced manner. 
 

Program Description:  
The Sensible Pencil is an ungraded, individualized, direct instruction program 
for teaching upper and lower case manuscript letters and numbers. The 200 
exercises provide step-by-step readiness activities that are the foundation of all 
handwriting skills. Careful consideration is given to visual clues, prompts, and 
letter size. Letters are clustered and presented on the basis of difficulty and 
similarity in formation. All worksheets move the writer forward at an attainable 
pace and encourage success and independence. New tasks are gradually 
introduced while mastered tasks are continuously reviewed to ensure 
maintenance of skills.  
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Young children and all students with special needs, especially children with 
Down Syndrome and autism have been shown to benefit from this program. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• This program provides a developmental approach to teaching handwriting 

and provides a comprehensive overview of handwriting needs in general. 
• Pre- and post- assessments, a complete set of worksheets, and individual 

record keeping forms are included. 
• The Sensible Pencil can be used in a one-on-one or small group setting. 
• The Sensible Pencil CD, in PDF format is now available. 
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Much of the information  
on reading curriculum in this manual  

was gathered from the  
Florida Center for Reading Research 

 
www.fcrr.org 



 

Accelerated Literacy Learning (A.L.L.) 
Created by  Richardson & Allington at the University of South 

Florida            
Subject: Reading and Writing                                              
Ages: Grade 1 
Contact:  Broward County Schools Reading Department  
               (754) 321-1853                                         
Website: http://cis.pasco.k12.fl.us/contentareas/all_prog.html 
                 www.fcrr.org  
  
Learning Objectives: 

• To help first grade students accelerate to a level of average or above 
• To support and improve student’s self-esteem by providing successful 

reading and writing experiences 
• To decrease the number of first grade referrals to Special Education 

classes 
• To reduce the number of potential high school dropouts 

 

Program Description:  
Accelerated Literacy Learning, based on Reading Recovery, focuses its 
intervention on acceleration, rather than remediation. Instruction in phonemic 
awareness, phonics, writing, fluency, and comprehension is delivered in daily 
30 minute lessons. Many strategies and materials are used, including alphabet 
strips, alphabet boxes, Elkonin boxes, a magnetic board with letters, and 
leveled books (from a variety of publishers). 
Lessons are highly structured, explicit, and provide many opportunities for 
fluency development. A typical lesson would include the following: 

 The first segment of each day’s lesson is dedicated to the reading of 
familiar books and the previous day’s new book. A Running Record of 
two students is taken during this time and the third student will have his 
Running Record taken the following day.  The new book is read 3 times, 
with a minimum of two readings. 

 The writing segment of the lesson focuses on phonemic awareness, 
phonics, and sentence writing. Activities with Elkonin boxes and counters 
are used to develop phonemic awareness. The magnetic board is used to 
work with word families. Targeted words are chosen by the teacher based 
on the student’s individual needs, using results from the Running Record 
from the day before. 

 Using a sentence usually taken from a story they are reading, sentence 



strips are used to practice the correct sequence of the words. 
 Vocabulary instruction takes place throughout the lesson. 
 A tactile approach is used to teach sight words. Students use 

manipulatives to spell words and to play games with words.  
 Comprehension is an important component throughout the lesson. 

Questioning, story prediction, and story retell are strategies used to 
increase comprehension.  

 

Target Population:  
This program was created for first grade students who perform in the lowest 
20th percentile in their class in Reading and Writing. As well, students who are 
in special education classes can benefit from A.L.L.  
 
 

Discussion:  
• A.L.L. incorporates research-based reading practices – instruction 

including lessons in phonemic awareness, phonics, writing, fluency, and 
comprehension. 

• This program was originally designed for one-on-one instruction in a 
pull-out setting with a reading specialist. Recently, however, A.L.L. has 
adapted its program to include small group (3 students) instruction in the 
regular classroom with the students’ teacher.  

• A.L.L. is delivered by highly trained teachers who participate in an 
intensive year-long training. 
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Corrective Reading 
Publisher: The McGraw-Hill Companies 
Copyright: 2003                             Subject: Reading 
Price: See attached price list          Ages: Grades 3-12 
Contact: (888) 772-4543                Website: www.sraonline.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve reading skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Corrective Reading incorporates the best practices in reading remediation by 
including explicit and systematic instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, 
basic fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. This flexible and 
comprehensive program, allows students to work in a decoding strand, a 
comprehension strand, or both. Lesson format and delivery follows a repetitive 
style. 
 
The decoding strand is appropriate for students who do not read words 
accurately and whose oral reading is disfluent. The decoding strand 
incorporates instruction in phonemic awareness, fluency, and vocabulary, 
progressing from teaching letter sounds and blending skills to reading 
expository passages typically seen in textbooks. Lessons in this strand 
incorporate word-attack skills practice, group reading, individual reading 
checkouts, and workbook exercises. 
 
The comprehension strand is appropriate for students who need to develop 
vocabulary, background knowledge, and reasoning skills that make up the 
foundation for comprehension. This strand helps develop higher-order thinking 
and reasoning strategies used by successful readers – applying background 
knowledge, making inferences, and analyzing evidence. Lessons in this strand 
include thinking operations, workbook exercises, information gathering, and 
oral group work. 
 
Corrective Reading lessons incorporate information from science, social 
studies, and other content areas to build general knowledge and to develop 
study skills. The program includes sequenced lessons, fast-paced, teacher-
directed instruction, on-going assessment, and built-in reinforcement. The 
program is based on cumulative skill development so that the difficulty of the 
material increases gradually, always building on prior material.  



 
 See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This program was designed for students who read below grade level, who 
misidentify, reverse, or omit words, who have little recall and limited attention 
span, who do not read with fluency, and who read with limited comprehension. 
This program is also appropriate for students who are in special education 
classrooms. 
 

Discussion:  
• Lessons for each of the Corrective Reading Programs (Decoding and 

Comprehension) require 45-50 minutes to implement. Lessons should be 
taught 4-5 times per week. 

• Lessons are designed to be delivered in a small group setting (4-5 
students) or in a whole classroom setting. 

• Consultants provide support and training throughout the school year, in 
person, via e-mail, and via telephone. 

• Ancillary materials are available for FCAT practice. 
• Teacher materials include correlations between daily lesson goals and 

Sunshine State Standards/Benchmarks. 
• A video is available for teachers, modeling lessons and true classroom 

situations. 
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Early Reading Intervention 
Publisher: Scott Foresman 
Copyright: 2004                             Subject: Reading 
Price:  $1200.00                             Ages: Grades K-1 
Contact: (800) 552-2259                Website: www.scottforesman.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn strategies to improve reading skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Early Reading Intervention provides intervention to improve reading skills to 
students who are identified as being at-risk. The program includes a placement 
test, progress monitoring tools, and exit tests. With this tool, educators are able 
to use evaluation information to design effective instruction in order to meet 
students’ needs. Each lesson includes 7 activities, with each activity designed 
to take 3-5 minutes to complete. Activities are delivered in a game-like fashion, 
making learning fun and motivating. The first 15 minutes of each lesson focus 
on phonological awareness and alphabetic understanding. The next 15 minutes 
focus on writing and spelling. Review is cumulatively built into the program 
providing students with plenty of practice of previously learned material. 
 
See the attached lesson sample.  
 

Target Population:  
This program benefits Kindergarten and first grade students who fall into the 
bottom 25% of a formal screening reading assessment.  
 
 

Discussion:  
o Intervention requires 30 minutes a day. 
o Lessons are delivered in a small group setting (2-5 students). 
o The instructional design of this program is based on the current research 

of teaching beginning reading. 
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Earobics Literacy Launch 
Publisher: Cognitive Concepts 
Copyright: 2000-2005                    Subject: Reading/Language  
Price: Clinic Version $299.00 
           Home Version  $59.00 
Ages: Grades 1-3 (Can also be used for subsequent grades to adults) 
Contact: (888) 328-8199                Website: www.earobics.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To build a foundation upon which students can become successful readers. 
To learn literacy skills typically not found in the core curriculum. 
 

Program Description:  
Earobics Literacy Launch, a research-based program, includes Earobics 
software that provides individualized instruction to help students transition 
from the spoken word to print. The program is designed to improve skills in the 
areas of phonological awareness, vocabulary, fluency, phonics, and 
comprehension, through explicit instruction. Instruction incorporates multi-
media materials (including software), movement, and music to provide a multi-
sensory experience.  Earobics Literacy Launch recommends that students 
participate in three 20-minute software sessions weekly and a 25-30 minute 
teacher-directed session daily.  
 
In the area of phonics, the multi-media materials promote a solid foundation of 
the alphabetic principle. Practice in letter naming, alphabetic sequencing, 
linking letters and sounds, and word analysis strategies, including decoding and 
spelling, is provided. Fluency is practiced using books, audiotapes, videotapes, 
and talking CD-ROMS. Vocabulary instruction, using Picture/Word cards, 
conversation starters, and language concept activities, focuses on receptive and 
expressive language development. Reading comprehension is taught using 
strategies such as story prediction, sequencing, retelling, identifying topic and 
main ideas, monitoring comprehension, drawing conclusions, and making 
connections to real-life experiences.   
 
Instruction is delivered in small or large groups, as well as participating in 
engaging software games. As the student progresses, the software 
automatically adjusts to the skill level and pace of each student. Teachers can 
also customize the software to the unique needs of each student. The software 
provides a printed report on student progress. In addition, students begin to 



develop writing skills through shared writing activities. 
 

Target Population:  
Research has shown that this program can benefit at-risk students, students in 
general and special education classes, and ESOL students. The program has 
two parts: Step 1 is for 1st and 2nd grade students, and Step 2 is for 2nd and 3rd 
grade and older students who struggle with fluency.  
 
 

Discussion:  
• This program is meant to supplement a classroom’s existing reading 

curriculum.  
• Research has shown that student reading performance is significantly 

improved when Earobics is integrated into the curriculum.  
• Instruction can be delivered in 10 languages. 
• The home version of Earobics is a “consumable” product, can only 

accommodate two players and guest, and does not include the 
professional management features.  
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Edmark Functional Word Series 
Publisher: Riverdeep, Inc. 
Copyright:  2006                           Subject: Reading 
Price: See attached price list         Ages: Grades K-12 
Contact: (800) 825-4420               Website: www.riverdeep.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn to read a specified list of words, using a sight word approach. 
 

Program Description:  
Edmark Functional Word Series is a set of four reading programs. Using the 
proven Edmark Reading Program multisensory technique, students can learn to 
recognize 400 functional words, included in four categories, that are necessary 
for independent living in their community. 
 
The categories include: 

• Signs Around You 
• Fast Food/Restaurant Words 
• Grocery Words 
• Job/Work Words 
 

The four categories of the series are broken down into two modules each, with 
each module teaching 50 words. A student must complete Module 1 prior to 
beginning Module 2. In each lesson, students learn a new sight word, practice 
sight recognition, reinforce that recognition, and associate the word with its 
meaning through illustrations. Each vocabulary word is presented in a variety 
of formats: all uppercase, uppercase and lowercase, and all lowercase. Each 
new word is then presented with excellent illustrations to ensure word 
comprehension. Short steps and multiple repetitions—methods that have 
brought success to so many students—are used throughout the program. After 
each set of ten words is taught, the student is given a post-test to measure 
retention of all the previously taught words. Reproducible worksheets reinforce 
generalized learning with activities such as writing, identifying, circling, 
matching, and using a word in context. 
 
See the attached samples. 
 
 



 
 
Target Population:  
Skill prerequisites for using Edmark Functional Word Series are pointing, 
matching, and sufficient receptive language to follow teacher cues. The student 
does not need to be verbal to participate. Individuals who have demonstrated 
difficulty learning to read via the traditional phonics instruction methods can 
benefit from this reading program, including students with learning disabilities, 
autism spectrum disorders, other learning challenges, and those who learn best 
through visual input.  
 
Discussion:  

• A vinyl display mask with a wide clear window is used over the lesson 
page. The mask is used to control distractors by only displaying one line 
at a time to the student. 

• Student performance is recorded in a Student Record Book, which lists 
lesson sequence and allows for record keeping.  

• The Edmark Functional Word Series is structured to be implemented in a 
one-on-one teaching session. 
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Edmark Reading Program – Levels 1 & 2 
Publisher: Riverdeep, Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Reading 
Price: See attached price list          Ages: K-adult 
Contact: (800) 825-4420                Website: www.riverdeep.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn to read a specified list of words, using a sight-word approach. 
 

Program Description:  
The Edmark Program is a carefully sequenced, highly repetitive sight word 
approach that focuses on teaching beginning reading. The program consists of 
two levels. Level 1 teaches 150 basic sight words, including endings “s”, “ed”, 
and “ing”. Level 2 teaches an additional 200 words including compound words. 
There are 5 types of lessons used in the program: 

• Pre-reading: These match-to-sample lessons familiarize students with the 
program and teach visual discrimination. 

• Word Recognition: Students learn words plus endings by pairing the 
spoken words with the printed word in the lessons. 

• Direction Cards and Picture Phrase Cards: Students learn the meaning of 
words by selecting Illustration Cards that correctly depict the words and 
phrases presented. 

• Story Book: After the first ten words are learned, the words are 
introduced to students in a story format.  

The program includes pre- and post- tests as one method of identifying skill 
mastery.  
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Student prerequisite skills for using the Edmark Reading Program are pointing, 
matching, and sufficient receptive language to follow teacher cues. Students do 
not need to be verbal to participate. Individuals who have demonstrated 
difficulty learning to read via the traditional phonics instruction methods can 
benefit from this reading program, including students with learning disabilities, 
an autism spectrum disorder, other learning challenges, and those who have a 
visual learning style.  
 

Discussion:  
• Student performance is recorded in a Student Record Book, which lists 

lesson sequence and allows for record keeping.  



• The Edmark Reading Program is structured to be implemented in a one-
on-one teaching session. 

• Phonics instruction is not included in this program, as it emphasizes the 
“sight-word” approach only. 

• Software is also available to use instead of the printed version. 
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Edmark Reading Program 
 

Pricelist 
 

Materials Price 
Level 1 – Print $475.00 
Level 1  – Software – Home Edition (1 user) $210.00 
Level 1 – Software – School Edition (2 users) $475.00 
Level 1 – Software – Lab Pack (6 users) $1200.00 
Level 1 – Software – Site License (35 users) $4500.00 
Level 1 – Software – School Network (50 users)  $5000.00 
Level 2 – Print $475.00 
Level 2  – Software – Home Edition (1 user) $210.00 
Level 2 – Software – School Edition (2 users) $475.00 
Level 2 – Software – Lab Pack (6 users) $1200.00 
Level 2 – Software – Site License (35 users) $4500.00 
Level 2 – Software – School Network (50 users)  $5000.00 
 
 
*The following Supplemental Materials are available: Homework (Level 1), 
Spelling (Levels 1&2), Word Bingo (Levels 1&2), Supplemental Worksheets (Levels 
1&2), Teachers Guide (Levels 1&2), Student Record Books (Levels 1&2), Story 
Book (Levels 1&2), Vinyl Display Masks. 







 

Fast ForWord 
Publisher: Scientific Learning Corporation 
Copyright: 1997-2006                    Subject: Reading  
Price:  $1700-$2000                          Ages: Grades K-12 
Contact: (888) 665-9707               Website: www. scientificlearning.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve fluency of auditory processing. 
To develop reading readiness skills. 
To improve the use of language. 
To build comprehension.  
To improve concentration. 
To improve reading fluency. 
 

Program Description:  
This supplemental and CD-ROM/internet-based program focuses on improving 
critical thinking, listening, and reading skills in order to improve the academic 
performance of students with learning difficulties. Its success has been 
documented in over 25 years of research.  
 
The Florida Center for Reading Research explains that the developers of Fast 
ForWord propose that language impairments may be caused by slow auditory 
processing of rapidly successive acoustic cues in speech. They argue that if 
speech is acoustically modified and slowed down, students who typically have 
difficulty distinguishing phonemes at normal speeds may be more successful. 
Through such intensive, frequent exercises with gradual and progressive 
changes in difficulty, they maintain that the brain can be “rewired” to process 
speech at normal speeds – the brain can be retrained to make connections 
between speech and meaning. Students participate in this game-like program 
by sitting at a computer, wearing headphones, and using a computer mouse. As 
the students click on answers to activities, the program automatically makes 
adjustments to the speed of speech, based on student performance. The 
program has a built-in motivational system (points, progress indicators, lights, 
animations, and amusing sounds and music). Immediate corrective feedback is 
provided to students prior to continuing an exercise. Difficulty levels progress 
and adapt so that students give correct answers approximately 80% of the time. 
All data is uploaded by Fast ForWord headquarters via the internet. Target 
areas of need are then noted for further instruction.  
 



The following Fast ForWord programs are available: 
• Reading Edge: An assessment tool 
• Fast ForWord Basics: A preparation for students ages 4-7 to enter into 

the next product 
• Fast ForWord Language: Teaches skills necessary to build a foundation 

for reading, developing early reading-related language skills 
• Fast ForWord Language to Reading: Teaches students to make the 

connection between spoken language and written language, teaching 
skills related to word-recognition and fluency, advanced decoding, 
vocabulary, and listening comprehension  

• Fast ForWord Reading: Teaches decoding, spelling, and comprehension 
skills strategies  

• Fast ForWord Middle & High School, Fast ForWord Bookshelf, and Fast 
ForWord Quickstart: Teaches beginning reading skills to older students 
and does not require internet use 

 
See the attached information. 
 

Target Population:  
This program can help students with difficulties in oral language skills, with 
learning disabilities, with pervasive developmental disabilities, are ESOL 
students, or who achieve levels 1 and 2 on the FCAT. Fast ForWord can help 
those who struggle to improve their reading, language, communication skills, 
and organizational skills. Students who benefit from systematic and structured 
teaching will make progress using this program.  
 

Discussion:  
• Parents can access this program from a clinician’s office or at their home 

supervised by a private provider for approximately one hour a day, 5 days 
a week, for 12 weeks. Some students require additional time to complete 
the program.  

• Daily exercises can be completed in one or more sittings, allowing for 
scheduling flexibility depending on the needs of the student. 

• Providers are private professionals who have completed comprehensive 
training. See the attached list of providers in Broward County, Florida. 

• This program does not directly teach skills related to reading print. 
Rather, the program’s philosophy urges that improvements in basic 
language processing skills will generalize to improved reading accuracy 



and comprehension. Research has yet to prove this concept, although 
many students have found success in its foundation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 

 
 
 



Fast ForWord Providers 

 

Ms. Barbara L. Fischler, M.S., CCC-SLP  
Coral Springs Speech & Language Center Inc.  
10139 NW 31st Street  
Coral Springs, FL 33065  
PHONE: (954) 753-0602  
EMAIL: betterspeech-language@adelphia.net  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
Dr. Adrienne P. Sillman, Educational 
Specialist  
Adrienne P. Sillman, Ed.D.  
3816 Hollywood Blvd., #204  
Hollywood, FL 33021  
PHONE: (954) 966-1300  
EMAIL: ffwpooh@bellsouth.net  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
Sandy Tavlin Rizzo, Ph.D.  
411 Mallard Road  
Weston, FL 33327  
PHONE: (954)217-5800  
FAX: (954)437-9150  
EMAIL: rizzo4@bellsouth.net  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
Broward Fluency Clinic  
12515 Orange Drive  
Suite 809  
Davie, FL 33330  
PHONE: (954) 424-0380  
FAX: (954) 424-9971  
EMAIL: msplitter@fluencyclinic.com  
WEBSITE: http://www.fluencyclinic.com  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
Michelle Marotta, M.S. CCC-SLP AHA  
Holistic Therapy Solutions Inc  
5722 So Flamingo Rd #240  
Cooper City, FL 33323  
PHONE: 954-424-2205  
EMAIL: slp4children@aol.com  
WEBSITE: 
http://www.holistictherapysolutions.com  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
 

 

 

 

Sheri Stein-Blum, M.S., CCC-SLP  
Creative Communications of South Florida  
ASHA Certified, Florida Licensed Speech-
Language Pathologist  
2005 ASHA ACE Award Recipient  
Coral Springs, FL 33065  
PHONE: (954)610-4069  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
Amy Simcox, Autism Specialist  
Little Flowers of Hope  
10021 Pines Blvd., Ste. 201  
Pembroke Pines, FL 33024  
PHONE: (954) 443-1488  
CELL: (305) 298-9787  
EMAIL: littleflowers@bellsouth.net  
Private Practice, Certified and Accepting 
Participants  
 
 

 











 

Fast Track Reading 
Publisher: Wright Group 
Copyright: 2004                             Subject: Reading 
Price:  $850-1600 for strand sets (components can also be purchased)           
Ages: Grades 4-8  
Contact: (800) 648-2970               Website: www.wrightgroup.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To accelerate reading skills to reach grade level. 
 

Program Description:  
Fast Track reading is an intervention for students who are reading at least two 
years below grade level. Instruction is driven by initial and continuous 
assessment of student needs. In addition, informal assessments are built into the 
program to continuously monitor student progress. The program is divided into 
three strands – Word Work, Comprehension, and Fluency. The Word Work 
Strand addresses phonemic awareness, phonics, high-frequency word study, 
and includes structural analysis lessons organized in a sequential and 
systematic manner. High-interest age-appropriate topics are used to promote 
comprehension. Comprehension instruction focuses on previewing, discussing, 
and reviewing text. Each lesson focuses on practicing two major 
comprehension strategies. Fluency practice offers students many opportunities 
to engage in timed-readings and to use Fluency Cards and CDs that model the 
Fluency Cards. The CDs provide an audio model for the fluency cards, using 
proper expressions, intonation, and phrasing. Students graph the results of their 
reading.  
 
All lessons are scripted and follow the strategic sequence of “demonstrate, 
coach, apply, assess.” The program can be implemented by the teacher in sixty 
minutes or up to 2 ½ hours daily. Instruction can be delivered in small or large 
groups. Materials include a software program, decodable books, plays based on 
the decodable books, phonics transparencies, teacher guides, read-aloud 
anthologies, and magazine anthologies.   
 

Target Population:  
This program can benefit students with mild to moderate reading difficulties. 
 
 
 
 



Discussion:  
• This program is intended to supplement a school’s core reading program. 
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Fox in a Box: An Adventure in Literacy 
Publisher: McGraw-Hill 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Reading Assessment 
Price:  $245.00                               Ages: K-3 
Contact: (800) 538-9547               Website: www.ctb.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To promote early success in literacy by observing, assessing, and correctly 
diagnosing reading difficulties. 
To monitor student progress. 
To match intervention strategies to learning benchmarks. 
To align assessment to national and state curriculum standards. 
 

Program Description:  
This program assesses concepts of print, phonemic awareness, phonics, 
comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency in order to provide essential 
diagnostic information about a student’s performance. The tool is meant to be 
used primarily in a one-on-one setting, with some activities for small groups. A 
fox puppet is used to motivate students and ease student anxiety. The 
assessment is administered over a two to three week period. The diagnostic 
information gained from this assessment tool can help teachers and parents 
identify specific learning needs and guide further instruction. The kit comes 
with Intervention Strategies to help teachers and parents design instruction to 
meet areas of need. 
  
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Students in K-3 who are demonstrating difficulty in the area of reading can 
benefit from this assessment tool. The tool has been used to identify specific 
learning needs for students with autism spectrum disorder as well. 
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Great Leaps 
Publisher: Diarmuid, Inc. 
Copyright: 2005                              Subject: Reading 
Price:  See the attached price list    Ages: K-Adult 
Contact: (877) GRLEAPS              Website: www.greatleaps.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To directly learn letter-sound correspondence and high frequency words. 
To build motivation to read. 
To increase reading fluency in order to improve comprehension. 
 

Program Description:  
Great Leaps is comprised of three instructional components – Phonics, Sight 
Words, and Reading Fluency. It is meant to be a supplementary program, to be 
used in conjunction with a school’s curriculum. Students work one-on-one with 
an instructor (teacher, parent, paraprofessional, volunteer) for less than ten 
minutes a day. During that time, the student reads three timed readings, one 
under each of the following categories: phonics, sight phrases, and stories. 
Each page presents a lesson that an average student can complete in sixty 
seconds. Once mastery is achieved (no more than 2 errors per page), the next 
goal, on the next page, can be introduced. Error correction is made 
immediately, followed by the modeling of the correct response. Instruction is 
very direct, structured, and predictable. 
 
See the attached sample. 
 

Target Population:  
This program targets beginning readers, at-risk readers, students with learning 
disabilities, and students participating in remedial instruction. It is especially 
useful for visual learners. This strategy combines the phonics and sight word 
approaches. 
 

Discussion:  
• The program’s materials provide progress charts so that student 

achievement can be recorded and analyzed for the purpose of further 
instructional design. 

• Training videos and/or trainers are available.  
• This program is simple to implement.  
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Headsprout Early Reading 
Publisher: Headsprout, Inc. 
Copyright:  2001-2006                   Subject: Reading  
Price:  $99 (Lessons 1-40 OR 41-80)              
           $179 (Lessons 1-80) 
           Multiple user and site license pricing is available 
Ages: 4-7 (flexible for older students too) 
Contact: (800) 401-5062                Website: www.headsprout.com
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn critical skills and strategies required for reading success. 
To develop reading fluency. 
To develop a love for reading. 
 

Program Description:  
Headsprout Reading Basics is a web-based program for beginning readers that 
teaches skills related to phonemic awareness, print awareness, phonics, 
segmenting and blending, decoding, and fluency. Each lesson lasts 
approximately 20-30 minutes and typically involves over 180 interactions or 
“clicks.” It is recommended that lessons are completed consistently, for 
example, every second day at the same time. The program presents a carefully 
selected set of specific letter-sound relationships that are directly taught in a 
well thought-out and clearly defined sequence, meeting the standards of an 
effective systematic phonics program. Lessons use excellent animation, 
attention-grabbing sounds, and are broken down into small sequenced 
segments. 
 
The sounds taught in the program are “stable,” meaning that they are read the 
same way in over 85% of their occurrences, greatly increasing the likelihood 
that the student will read the words correctly. For example, a child who learns 
to read “ing” pronounced as it is in “sing” will be correct when using that 
pronunciation of “ing” in 99% of other occurrences. This makes it possible for 
students to learn without having to memorize and apply a system of rules that 
only apply some of the time.  
 
Timed activities provide practice in reading fluency. Lessons are cumulative 
and provide a lot of practice of previously learned skills. A Progress Map is 
provided to allow learners and their teachers or parents to see which lessons 
have been completed, which skills are being worked on, and which lessons a 



student has yet to complete.  
 
Headsprout also offers opportunities for students to engage in activities other 
than the online lessons. For example, printable flashcards of sounds and words 
are available for additional practice. Some online lessons use Headsprout 
Readers, which are downloadable booklets. This helps students transfer their 
newly acquired readings skills from the computer screen to printed material. In 
addition to Headsprout Readers, Read with Me Stories, Companion Stories, 
Episode Stories, and Chapter Stories are downloadable.  
 
Headsprout instruction is truly individualized as it tracks each student’s 
progress and adjusts accordingly. It adapts to the child’s strengths and 
weaknesses by reinforcing success, moving quickly to the next skill, re-
teaching skills if necessary, and providing extra practice on skills that have not 
yet become fluent. At the end of each lesson, parents and teachers receive a 
personalized e-mail summarizing the student’s progress. A web-based progress 
report is also available.  
 
See the attached Instructional Scope and Sequence and sample of teaching 
suggestions. See the website for sample lessons. 
 

Target Population:  
Although Headsprout was created for students taking part in general education, 
ages 4 to 7, other student populations have found much success using it. 
Students with learning disabilities, those who are speakers of other languages, 
who are nonverbal, or who have autism can benefit from Headsprout, due to its 
motivating, interactive, and visual nature and the fact that lessons are broken 
down into very small and sequential segments. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• These teaching strategies are research-based and research-derived. 
• The creators of Headsprout acknowledge that some students may need 

modifications in their learning experiences to help them be successful. 
For example, in the program description, it is explained that placing a 
textured sticker, like a piece of soft Velcro, on the left mouse button, 
might be helpful to clarify for the student which button they should click 
on the mouse to make a selection. They also acknowledge that some 
students may need breaks throughout their learning session. As well, 



students who need additional support can repeat lessons to allow for 
more intense or repetitive practice of skills if necessary. 

• The creators of Headsprout express the importance of parents 
encouraging their children to speak to the computer as often as possible 
during lessons. Not only is this important for decoding practice, but it is 
also important for the development of “self talk”, a significant skill in the 
development of literacy and comprehension strategies. 

• Headsprout Reading Independence, a subsequent level, transitions the 
student into less “stable” sounds. 
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Lindamood-Bell 
Publisher: Gander Educational Publishing 
Copyright: 2005                              Subject: Reading 
Price: Refer to website and Provider List                   
Ages: 4 years old - adults 
Contact: (800) 233-1819                 Website: www.lindamoodbell.com

  
Learning Objectives: 
To develop the ability to decode, comprehend written and oral language, to 
spell, and to think critically so that individuals can read about and comprehend 
content areas. 
To integrate auditory, visual, and motor systems to help students become self-
correcting readers and spellers. 
 

Program Description:  
The Lindamood-Bell Programs, authored by  Patricia Lindamood, Phyllis 
Lindamood, and Nanci Bell, address skills related to learning. Programs 
relevant to reading skill development are: 

• Phonemic Awareness for Reading, Spelling, & Speech (Lindamood 
Phoneme Sequencing Program Materials): Helps students make 
connection between mouth actions, the sounds those actions make, and 
their visual representation. 

• Concept Imagery for Comprehension & Thinking (Visualizing and 
Verbalizing Program Materials): Helps students to improve language 
comprehension, reasoning, and expressive language skills. The program 
stimulates concept imagery, helping them to create image gestalts which 
include color and movement. 

• Symbol Imagery for Sight Words, Reading, Phonemic Awareness & 
Spelling (Seeing  Stars Program Material): Helps develop symbol 
imagery to facilitate sight word development, and to increase contextual 
fluency, spelling, speed, and stability of phonemic awareness.  

• Visual-Motor Skills (Drawing with Language Program): Develops the 
use of imagery and language to plan, compare, and self-check in order to 
draw, print, and write.  

• Primer to the Visualizing and Verbalizing Program (Talkies): This is 
the newest program that helps to develop the imagery-language 
connection, oral vocabulary, oral language expression, and oral language 
comprehension.  

 
 
 



Target Population:  
Individuals with learning disabilities, developmental disabilities, autism 
spectrum disorders, delays in receptive and expressive language, and auditory 
or visual processing or visual-motor problems, can benefit from this program. 
Students receiving remedial instruction or who are not performing at their 
potential are candidates. This program can also be used as a preventive 
measure with emergent readers.  
 

Discussion:  
• With intensive treatment, it is possible for individuals to make gains of 

several grade levels within mere weeks.  
• Instruction is delivered in a one-on-one setting. Regular instruction 

consists of one hour a day for approximately 4-6 months. Intensive 
instruction involves four hours a day for approximately 6-8 weeks. Small 
group instruction may be available. Follow-up treatment may be 
necessary to help individuals integrate new skills with academic 
curriculum. 

• Lindamood Bell also offers a program entitled Math Computation & 
Reasoning (On Cloud Nine Math Program Materials). 

• Students can access services from authorized providers, from parents or 
professionals who have completed Professional Development Workshops, 
or from their trained school personnel. Two authorized providers in South 
Florida are available. Please see the attached locations. 

• Complimentary information sessions are provided to view centers and  to 
discuss programs and fees, which are based on the varying needs of 
individual students.  
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Lindamood-Bell Providers 
 
 
 
Dade   116 Alhambra Circle, Suite 130 
   Coral Gables, FL  33134 
   Phone: 786-552-6470 
   Fax: 786-552-6471 
 
 
Broward  Weston Town Center 
   1835 Main Street, Suite 201 
   Weston, FL   33331 
   Phone: 954-349-1688 
       1-800-300-1818 
   Fax: 954-349-3228 
 
 
 



 

Making Words 
Publisher: Good Apple, Frank Schaffer Publications, Inc. 
Copyright: 2001                              Subject: Reading, Language Arts
Price: $16.99                                   Ages: Grades 1-6 
Contact: See the attached list of education supply retailers  
              School Specialty Publishing  (800) 253-5469                      
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn to recognize letter-sound relationships and to learn how to identify 
patterns in words.  
To specifically learn that by changing only one letter, or even just the sequence 
of the letters in a word, the entire word can change. 
 

Program Description:  
This teaching strategy was created by Patricia Cunnigham and Dorothy Hall, as 
outlined in their book, Making Words. These manipulative activities allow 
students to use a prescribed set of letter tiles to create specific words, starting 
with 2 or 3 letters and progressing to more complex words. Each lesson lasts 
15-20 minutes, during which students create approximately 15 words. This 
hands-on scripted sequence of steps allows students to use phonics patterns to 
create new words and sort by patterns. Then, generalization of concepts is 
fostered as students participate in activities involving new words.  
 
See the attached sample lesson.  
 

Target Population:  
All students benefit from engaging in these hands-on phonemic awareness 
activities. Each multilevel lesson allows for active participation by all learning 
levels.  
 

Discussion:  
• The author has written subsequent books entitled, Making Big Words, 

Making More Words, Making More Big Words. These are for older or 
more advanced students. 

• Please note that this is a strategy, not a program, and is meant to 
supplement basic phonemic awareness instruction. 

• In order to implement lessons, materials must be made using copies from 
the book. 

• Teachers, parents, and tutors can be implementers of these activities. 



• Research supports instruction that emphasizes word 
family/phonogram/spelling pattern relationships. Research also suggests 
that the brain is a “pattern detector” and decoding occurs when patterns 
are identified. Therefore, this strategy is a very effective teaching tool. 

• Modifications can be made to help students with disabilities participate. 
For example, instead of using letter tiles made from paper, the letters 
can be written with indelible marker on 1x1 inch ceramic tile. The 
weight of this material is much more easily manipulated by students 
and provides a sense of kinesthetic feedback. As well, using certain 
onscreen keyboards and technology such as Intellikeys, can allow 
students to manipulate letters using the computer. Teachers and 
parents, in that case, would have to create modified lessons using 
software and technology.  
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MEville to WEville 
Publisher: AbleNet 
Copyright: 2006                              Subject: Reading 
Price: See the attached price list     Ages: Grades K-6 
Contact:  (800) 322-0956               Website: www.ablenetinc.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve reading, writing, and communication skills. 
To strengthen social relationships. 
 

Program Description:  
MEville to WEville addresses beginning literacy and communication 
development, while at the same time promotes the development of self and a 
sense of belonging within the community of learners. Targeted literacy skills 
include vocabulary, word identification, print concepts, oral language, and 
phonological awareness in activities that focus on reading, vocabulary and 
word wall activities, writing, creating books, art projects, games, 
brainstorming, and relationship building. This curriculum is the first ever 
research-based literacy program that meaningfully and systematically 
integrates reading, writing, speaking, augmentative communication, and 
listening for students with disabilities in the moderate to severe range. Each 
unit lesson includes learning new words, vocabulary activities, word wall 
activities, literacy lessons, and writing lessons. Each lesson requires at least 30 
minutes of instructional time. 
  
See the attached samples and research. 
 

Target Population:  
This program can benefit students with disabilities, in the moderate to severe 
range, who have difficulties learning to read and write through traditional 
instructional methods. 
 

Discussion:  
This 300-page unit is a spiral bound manual that includes 75 lessons and 60 
extension activities, an assistive technology guide, a literature book that 
supports the theme of the unit, activity reproducibles created with BoardMaker 
Symbols, and data collection tools. 
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QuickReads 
Publisher: Pearson Learning Group 
Copyright: 2004                             Subject: Reading 
Price: See website for details         Ages: Grades 2-4  
Contact: (800) 321-3106               Website: www.pearsonlearning.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve reading fluency. 
To enhance comprehension. 
To gain critical background knowledge. 
 

Program Description:  
This program features short, high-interest, nonfiction texts designed to be read 
quickly with comprehension. Passages include science and social studies 
content area information. Passages are read three times, each time for a specific 
purpose. The first read is to build on prior knowledge, to work with challenging 
words, and to note words and ideas to help them remember key points. The 
second read is to help students follow a model of fluent reading and to identify 
key concepts in the passage. The final read is to assess and record student’s 
reading speed and to check their understanding of the passage. 
 
Reading fluency is promoted by: 

 Using grade-level, high frequency words and phonics/syllabic patterns 
necessary for success at each grade. 

 Using content-rich vocabulary and consistent comprehension strategies. 
 Helping students learn more about critical curriculum areas, with a focus 
on science and social studies. 

 Helping students build background knowledge with five connected 
reading passages on one topic. 

 Modeling expressive and meaningful phrasing with Read-Along CDs and 
the QuickReads Technology Edition. 

 Providing parents with a guide in English or Spanish to use at home to 
support reading. 

 
 
This program is a creative and innovative application of recent research on the 
nature of texts used to teach reading.  
 
See the attached samples. 



 
 

Target Population:  
This program was created to benefit all students who need to improve their 
reading fluency skills.  
 
 

Discussion:  
• The texts are written at the independent level for each grade (98% or 

more of the words in a text fit the grade-level curriculum). 
• The program requires 15 minutes per day and offers flexible pacing 

options. 
• This is a simple program to implement. 
• QuickRead’s instructional content and principles are based on research 

findings.  
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Reading Milestones 
Publisher: Riverdeep, Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                                  Subject: Reading 
Price: $250 per kit                              Ages: Grades PK-4 
Contact: (888) 242-6747                    Website: www.riverdeep.net
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn sight words, as well as to become familiarized with basic phonics. 
 

Program Description:  
Reading Milestones is an alternative language-controlled reading program that 
is designed to take students to approximately a fifth grade level in reading. 
Many students with hearing and language delays do not have basic oral/aural 
(speech/hearing) knowledge and therefore develop reading difficulties. This 
causes an enormous gap between the language base of these students and the 
language materials that they are given to read in school.  These students must 
not only work on learning to read, but must also work on learning language. 
Reading Milestones was designed to minimize this gap. The program consists 
of Reading Booklets and Workbooks. A Teacher’s Guide provides the 
instructor with step-by-step suggestions for teaching each story, including 
sample lessons, pre-reading activities, comprehension questions, post-reading 
activities, and extension activities. Placement Tests are also included, to help 
determine the starting point for students.  
 
All stories in the program are presented in the same systematic way. Each story 
contains a title page and a glossary for the new words. For example, the Red 
Level/Story 1 is called, “The Boy”. This story uses only the words The, boy, 
and runs as vocabulary. The glossary visually introduces the new words with 
pictures. The story is then read. After the student has read the story repeatedly 
and is able to answer simple comprehension questions outlined in the teacher’s 
manual, the student completes the corresponding workbook activities. Each 
subsequent story includes the vocabulary words taught in the preceding 
lessons.    
 
See the attached worksheet sample. 
 
 
 
 
 



Target Population:  
This program is particularly effective when used with students who have 
learning difficulties, language delays, hearing impairments, and those who are 
speakers of other languages. 
 

Discussion:  
• This program is meant to be implemented in one-on-one situations or in small group 

settings. The following Reading Milestone levels coincide with these grade levels: 
Grade Level Reading Milestone Level 

PK-K 1 
1 2 

1-2 3 
2 4 
3 5 

3-4 6  
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Reading Rocks 
Publisher: Duffy’s Educational Resources, Inc. 
Copyright: 2001                             Subject: Reading 
Price:  $299.95                               Ages: All 
Contact: (877) 730-9676               Website: www.readingreallyrocks.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn high frequency sight words using a multisensory approach. 
To assess and teach reading comprehension to a child who is nonverbal or 
otherwise language impaired. 
 

Program Description:  
This sight word reading curriculum puts FUN back into reading! The program 
is designed to meet the needs of visual & kinesthetic learners who have 
previously had little success in acquiring reading skills, especially in the area of 
phonics. Reading Rocks teaches sight reading, fluency, and comprehension 
through the use of colorful magnetic pictures, flashcards, fun games, and 
activity sheets. The workbook that accompanies this program offers storybooks 
that correspond with the sight words taught. This provides students with 
experience with “real” books, fostering the development of true literacy skills. 
Students actively participate in pointing, touching, cutting, and “doing” in 
order to learn to read high frequency words. Cut-and-paste puzzles, stories, and 
worksheet activities enable teachers and parents to assess comprehension 
without requiring oral responses from the child. These activity sheets follow 
daily teacher-lead instruction. For each word in this program, at least two 
activity sheets have been created. This allows for practice and review. Even 
children who are unable to name the letters of the alphabet have found success 
with Reading Rocks. Reading Rocks was developed to ensure correct responses 
and to engage emergent readers.  
  
See the website for a 30 second video of group instruction and see the attached 
workbook samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This curriculum was created to benefit children who tend to be visual and 
kinesthetic learners. Children who have autism, specific learning disabilities, 
hearing impairments, developmental delays, auditory processing difficulties, 
ADD / ADHD, and language delays can learn successfully with this program. 
As well, bilingual speakers (ESL) can benefit from Reading Rocks. 



 

Discussion:  
• This program is simple to implement and does not require specialized 

training. 
• All program materials are of high interest and are made from extremely 

durable materials.  
• Both group and individual instruction is possible using Reading Rocks. 
• Teachers can find Reading Rocks in the Florida School Book 

Depository Catalog. 
• A Parent Bundle, at a substantial discount, is available for parents who 

want to use the program in their home. Contact the company directly. 
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Reading Upgrade 
Publisher: Learning Upgrade LLC 
Copyright: 2000-2006                   Subject: Reading 
Price: $99.95                                 Ages: 3-Adult 
Contact: (800) 998-8864              Website: www.readingupgrade.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve reading skills by 1-2 grade levels. 
 

Program Description:  
This online course can be an effective supplement to any curriculum during or 
after school. To participate in this self-paced course, students use internet-
connected computers (at home or at school) to complete lessons featuring pop 
music, colorful and large graphics, video, and games. The visuals are very fast 
and vivid. The text, including rhymes, e-mails, paragraphs, letters, instructions, 
and stories, is very interesting to read and keeps students highly motivated. The 
sessions are 30-60 minutes daily. The 50 step-by-step lessons were designed 
using research-based content, addressing phonics, phonemic awareness, 
comprehension, and word decoding. Teachers can track student progress and 
students receive a certificate upon completion of the course.  
  
Visit the website for course samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This course was designed for students who read significantly below grade 
level, who might have learning disabilities, reading disabilities including 
dyslexia, or who might be learning in a special education classroom. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• This course correlates to state standards and is based on the results of the 

National Panel Report of April 2000 on recommended reading skills.  
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Read Well K 
Publisher: Sopris West 
Copyright:  2005                            Subject: Reading 
Price:  See attached pricelist          Ages: K-1 
Contact: (800) 547-6747                Website: www.readwell.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To read fluently by the end of first grade. 
To establish a good literacy foundation to enable students to become lifelong 
readers. 
 

Program Description:  
Read Well, an explicit and systematic reading program,  includes instruction in 
the areas of oral language, concepts of print, phonemic awareness, knowledge 
of phonics and the alphabet, comprehension, and vocabulary. Activities involve 
multisensory participation and offer a variety of themes and engaging content. 
Lessons are scripted, are delivered daily for about 30 minutes, and each unit 
includes an assessment. Activities include daily alphabet routines, teacher-read 
literature, songs, art projects, games, pocket chart activities, journal writing, 
independent work activities, and dictation. Instruction can be delivered in a 
small or large group setting. Small group instruction includes lessons on 
developing letter-sound associations, blending, pattern word recognition, high 
frequency irregular words, oral language, accuracy and fluency building, and 
story reading. During small group instruction, the teacher guides the students 
through a decoding folder using explicit instructional strategies. Then skills 
that have been previously mastered by the student are practiced using 
connected texts. Students then participate in a comprehension activity and an 
assessment. Lessons are flexible and can be modified based on student 
performance and needs. 
 

Target Population:  
This program was designed for students in Kindergarten, but can be effective 
with students who are struggling in the primary grades and reading below grade 
level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion:  
• Read Well also offers Read Well 1 and Read Well Plus for older children. 
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Road to the Code 
Publisher: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 
Copyright:  2000                          Subject: Reading 

Price:  $49.95                              Ages: Grades K-1 
Contact: (800) 638-3775             Website: www.brookespublishing.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To develop an awareness that spoken words are made up of segments called 
phonemes and that these sounds can be represented by the letters of the 
alphabet.  
 

Program Description:  
Each of the 44 lessons in Road to the Code has three parts: 

1. Say-It-and-Move-It: Phoneme segmentation activity. 
2. Letter Name and Sound Instruction: Game-like activities to teach the 

correspondence between sound segments in words and the letters that 
represent the sounds. 

3. Phonological Awareness Practice: Activity to reinforce phonological 
awareness. 

Each lesson lasts approximately 15-20 minutes and is taught to groups of 4-5 
students, 4 times per week for approximately 11 weeks. Each lesson includes 
instructions, explanations, and suggestions for the teacher. Some material 
preparation will be required as outlined in each lesson. Each lesson offers a 
script for the teacher.  
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Students who have difficulty identifying letter sounds and who cannot read or 
spell can benefit from this program. This program can also be used with 
Kindergarten and first grade students in general education classrooms, to 
prevent reading problems from developing.  
 

Discussion:  
• This program can be modified based on the needs of the students.  
• Road to the Code is meant to augment a reading curriculum used by a 

school. 
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Route 66 Literacy 
Publisher: Benetech 
Copyright: 2007                 Subject: Reading 
THIS PROGRAM IS CURRENTLY ONLY AVAILABLE IN A 
DEMO FORMAT 
Price:  Demo is free (Following publication, cost will be a low 
monthly subscription) 
Ages: Adolescent-Adult  
Website: www.route66literacy.org 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn basic reading comprehension, phonics, fluency, and writing skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Route 66 is a research-based internet service that provides literacy instruction 
for adolescents and adults with developmental disabilities and/or who are 
learning to speak, read, and write English. The program meets the needs of 
individuals who are beginning readers and writers. Route 66 was developed in 
partnership by literacy experts at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and Benetech.  
 
The essential elements of reading instruction are addressed by the program – 
reading comprehension, word study, fluency, and writing. The content is 
written at the first and second grade levels. The content of instruction, 
including stories about popular culture, current events, and community 
participation, is of high interest and is age-appropriate, so adolescents and 
young adults are engaged. Because the service is delivered online, the materials 
can be updated as necessary, as popular culture and current events change. 
Web-based books have been written so that the lowest possible readability 
level was achieved without sacrificing the meaning. If difficult vocabulary is 
used, it is supported by pictures on the page.  
 
Each unit in Route 66 uses the same instructional sequence: 

• Guided reading of books written at the primer and primer level. 
• Repeated readings of those books. 
• Word study lessons, including making words and compare-contrast. 
• Writing lessons, including writing a postcard and a book review. 

 
Route 66 not only teaches literacy skills related to speaking, reading, and 
writing, but also helps to improve students’ self-esteem.  
 



The program also offers a “Teacher Tutor” feature that helps to prepare the 
instructors, who are often parents and volunteers, who are working with the 
student. The Teacher Tutor is in the form of a picture of a teacher and a script 
of what the parent, teacher, tutor, or volunteer should say when working with 
the student on the program. This support is offered literally each step of the 
way. So, while the student is gaining reading and writing skills, the instructor is 
gaining teaching skills. 
 
See the website to access the Route 66 Demo. 
 

Target Population:  
Route 66 was created for adolescents and adults who have a developmental 
disability and/or who are learning to speak, read, and write English. The 
program is for individuals who are not able to read and write at the beginning, 
conventional level (pre-primer or first grade).  
 
Ask these questions: 

• Does the learner know that print (all the black squiggles on a page) is a medium that people use to read and write and 
from which they make meaning? 

• Does the learner know that print is read from left to right and from top to bottom? 
• Does the learner understand that readers use their eyes to track print across the page? 
• Does the learner know that reading and writing are important in our print filled world? 
• Does the learner understand that reading and writing allow people to make connections with each other and with the 

larger world? 
• Does the learner understand that reading and writing are valuable endeavors and that it’s worth the effort it takes to 

learn to read and write? 
• Does the learner understand the relationship between symbols and sounds? 
• Can the learner label at least some of the more common letters and their sounds? 
• Can the learner read even a few sight words? 

 
If the answer is YES to most of these questions, the student is probably 
working at the beginning conventional level and can begin to use Route 66. 
 

Discussion:  
• Importantly, Route 66 offers truly universal accessibility. The web-based 

program can interface with Braille translators, screen reading tools, and 
alternative input devices. External hardware or software is not necessary, 
even for individuals with the most significant disabilities because of the 
built-in access features of Route 66.  
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SMILE (Structured Methods in Language         
Education) 

Publisher: Alex Graham Bell Association for Deaf and Hard of   
Hearing 

Copyright:  1994                        Subject: Speech & Language,         
Reading 

Price: $250.00                           Ages: All 
Contact:  (954) 978-1368          E-mail: scheinej@aol.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To overcome language acquisition problems that prevent the development of 
reading skills. 
 

Program Description:  
SMILE is a multisensory teaching strategy that develops a hierarchy of skills 
leading from phonology to morphology to syntax. SMILE starts with the 
smallest unit of language, the phoneme. The teacher immediately associates the 
phoneme with its written representation, the grapheme. As soon as the sound 
system and a number of words have been learned, syntax is taught through 
linguistic string formulas and sentence patterns. The teaching progresses from 
simple to complex at each level of the curriculum. Each increment of new 
material builds upon previously learned material and teaching follows a fixed 
sequence. Each step provides systematic sensory and motor associations, and 
practice on some aspect of visual, auditory, kinesthetic, or tactile associations. 
SMILE develops and associates all of the skills that must be integrated to 
understand and use speech and language. This program is successful because it 
is structured to provide as many cues as possible. At every turn, the student is 
prompted to give a correct response, is rewarded for that response, and engages 
in errorless learning.  
 
SMILE includes 5 modules: 
       MODULE 1: Includes attention-getting activities (in which visual 

attending and tracking are addressed), beginning teaching of 
phonics and graphemes, and consonant-vowel combinations. 

MODULE 2: Students learn 50 nouns by saying, reading, writing, and 
associating the words with pictures and objects. 

        MODULE 3: Students learn how to use verbs, color names, number 
concepts, and plurals. 

        MODULE 4: Students learn to read simple sentences, followed by 



questions to elicit proper sentence forming. 
        MODULE 5: Teaches students to develop description stories, including 

answering related questions. 
 
Stories are teacher-created and are based on individual student’s needs and 

preferences. 
 

Target Population:  
This program can help individuals who have difficulty in acquiring language in 
a reasonable amount of time, including those with autism, central auditory 
processing disorders, cochlear implants, impaired hearing, low vision, reading 
disorders/dyslexia, and mental handicaps. As well, any students who are 
learning to read, including children in Head-Start programs, Kindergarten, and 
first grade can benefit from this program. 
 

Discussion:  
• This program can be taught by a general education or special education 

teacher, speech and language pathologist, reading specialist, or any 
person trained to work with children. 

• The SMILE kit includes a Teacher’s Manual, 5 Teacher’s Guides 
(including worksheets), sound, word, and picture cards, and a CD to print 
worksheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 

 











 

Spell Read P.A.T. (Phonological Auditory Training)        
Publisher: Spell Read P.A.T. 
Copyright:  2002                             
Subject: Reading, spelling,  writing 
Price:   Evaluation $300 
            Lessons $70/hr  (individual) 
            $50/hr  (group) 
            Recommended 80-100 hours of lessons 
            See Provider below                               
Ages: 5 - adults 
Contact: (888) KAPLAN8             Website: www.spellread.com  
  
Learning Objectives: 
To use phonemic awareness skills efficiently so that fluency and 
comprehension are achieved.  
 

Program Description:  
This program focuses on teaching phonemic awareness. It is based on the 
premise that language processing takes place when phonemic awareness skills 
are automatic. The program integrates concepts of phonemics, phonetics, and 
instruction in language-based reading and writing. Multisensory activities are 
integrated into the lessons. The program includes 140 lessons that are taught in 
3 phases: 

 Phase A: introduces the 44 sounds of the English language and teaches 
students to use them fluently. Pseudowords are taught in this phase. (60 
lessons) 

 Phase B: teaches secondary spellings, consonant blends, and syllabication 
& auditory-visual automaticity for 2 syllable words. Real words are 
taught in this phase. (40 lessons) 

 Phase C: teaches concepts at the multi-syllable level and introduces 
common clusters, syllabication, pronunciation, and spelling of verb 
forms. Real words are taught in this phase. (40 lessons) 

All lessons are structured similarly, including the same basic, systematic 
activities:  

• Learning the “sound system”: involves acquiring phonemic (single 
sounds and combinations of sounds) and phonetic skills (sound-
symbol relationships). 

• Shared Reading: This involves “shadow reading”, when students 
read aloud and follow the print as other students read too, which 
helps them to generalize the phonemic and phonetic skills that have 



been learned. 
• Free Writing: This requires students to use the sounds they have 

learned, not the words they know how to spell.  
Students are required to first build accuracy and then to build their speed, 
which is important for the development of automaticity and fluency. 

 
 
 
 

Target Population:  
This program is meant for individuals who – 

 Might read age and grade-level material, but do so inefficiently due to limited 
decoding skills and comprehension. 

 Have difficulty expressing themselves through writing. 
 Read with poor fluency and comprehension. 
 Are not aware of the spoken/written word relationship. 

 

Discussion:  
• This program can only be delivered by Spell Read certified teachers who have 

received the necessary training. The program cannot be ordered by individuals for 
implementation unless 24 week certification training has been completed. 

• See the attached research article. 
• Provider in South Florida:  

                    Child Psychology Associates    
                    7301 SW 57th Court, Suite 555 
                    South Miami, Florida  33143 
                    (305) 668-7999 
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SRA Direct Instruction: Reading Mastery Plus 
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Companies 
Copyright:  2002                             
Subject: Reading 
Price:  Refer to the website for a detailed price list          
Ages: PK- Middle School 
Contact: (800) 843-8855                  Website: www.sra-4kids.com 

  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn basic skills needed for successful decoding, encoding, and 
comprehension of text. 
To build critical thinking and reasoning skills. 
To improve creative writing skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Direct Instruction teaches concepts in a very prescribed manner. First, all 
concepts are task-analyzed and broken into smaller subskills. Each subskill is 
taught – one-by-one, using repetitive scripted lesson plans. Then each skill is 
practiced until mastery is achieved. These strategies promote generalization. 
Lessons are interactive and require verbal responses from students. The 
programs promote errorless learning, as teachers correct student mistakes 
immediately and prompt to encourage successful performance. Instruction is 
delivered to small groups of students, based on individual needs. Student 
performance is monitored frequently. Reading Mastery Plus is comprised of 7 
levels: 

• Level K: Teaches basic language concepts and instructional words, letter identification and letter 
sounds, and phonemic awareness activities. 

• Level 1 and 2: Begins with letter sounds, word-analysis strategies, comprehension skills, building 
a more extensive vocabulary, reading fluency, and writing skills. 

• Level  3 and 4: Focuses on further expanding vocabulary, decoding skills, world knowledge, 
comprehension skills, critical thinking, basic research skills, and writing skills.  

• Level 5 and 6: Emphasizes critical thinking and reasoning skills, advanced language skills, and 
writing skills. 

 
See the attached sample. 
 

Target Population:  
This program benefits students who need reading remediation in the areas of 
phonemic awareness, decoding, comprehension, fluency, and writing. 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion:  
• All SRA Direct Instruction Programs have undergone extensive research. 
• SRA offers numerous Reading, Language Arts, and Math programs.  
• SRA offers Corrective Reading for the high school level. 
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Starfall 
Publisher: Blue Mountain Arts, Inc. 
Copyright: 2003                               
Subject: Reading 
Price: $1.95 - $18.95 (Print Materials)   
           FREE Web access                   
Ages: Grades K-3 
Contact:  (888) 857-8990                  Website: www.starfall.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 

• To teach letter-sound relationships and phonemic awareness 
• To develop vocabulary and language comprehension 

 

Program Description:  
This computer based program (print materials are available as well) is based on 
findings from research completed by the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human development about how children learn to read. The Starfall Method 
combines explicit and systematic instruction in letter-sound relationships, word 
recognition skills, and reading comprehension strategies with opportunities to 
apply and practice these skills. This program weaves the reading-acquisition 
process together into a cohesive, fun, and entertaining program that kids love! 
Starfall.com is easy for children and educators to use and it is accessible for 
free on any web-connected computer. Stories were written with special 
attention towards maintaining a simple, coherent, and engaging story line. 
Word recognition skills are reinforced through word family Phonics Games 
that teach phonemic awareness, comprehension, vocabulary building and 
spelling skills. Concept Movies introduce general reading concepts and 
function as an incentive for reading. Workbook/Printed Materials are available 
from Starfall. 
 
See the attached workbook samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This program is for the emergent reader and can provide support to students 
who are in remedial reading programs. 
 

Discussion:  
• This program is an appropriate supplement to a classroom’s reading 

curriculum.  
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The STAR Program 
Strategies for Teaching based on Autism Research  
Publisher: Pro-Ed, Inc. 
Copyright:  2004                            Subject: Language, Academics,  

Social, Independent Functioning 
skills 

Price:  $290 per level                     Ages: Grades PK-5 
Contact: (503) 297-2864               Website: www.starautismprogram.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn skills in the areas of Language, Pre-Academics, Reading, Math, Social 
Interaction, Play, and Independent Functioning. 
 

Program Description:  
The STAR Program,  Strategies for Teaching based on Autism Research,  uses 
3 research-based instructional strategies: 
 

 Discrete Trial Training: Follows a 4 step sequence – 1. An instructional 
cue is presented, 2. The student responds, 3. A consequence occurs, 4. 
There is a pause. 

 Pivotal Response Training: Also uses the above 4 step sequence, but 
applies instruction in a functional context. The child chooses the 
activity/object and the reinforcer is a natural consequence of the 
behavior. 

 Teaching Functional Routines: Involves teaching predictable events 
that include a chain of behaviors. The routines are associated with a 
functional outcome and the outcome serves as a reinforcer.  

 
The program’s activities and materials are divided into 3 developmental levels: 

 Level 1: This level is for learners who need to learn basic language 
concepts, verbal requesting, simple routines, and beginning play 
skills. 
 Level 2: This level is for learners who need to expand their 
understanding of language and their use of spontaneous words, to 
learn pre-academic skills, and to learn to play with others. 
 Level 3: This level is for learners who need to expand their 
language and academic concepts and who need to generalize skills 
into school routines. 

Each level includes materials and corresponding photocards to deliver 
instruction. Color-coded program folders are also included, which consist of 
lesson objectives, teacher cues, desired student responses, reinforcement 



techniques, and correction procedures. 
 
The STAR Program includes: 

 A Program Manual: This includes information needed to develop 
individualized comprehensive programs for each student using 
instructional strategies and information about applied behavior analysis, 
and how to put it all together. 

 A Blackline Masters Booklet: This includes data sheets, behavior 
planning forms, academic worksheets, and parent communication 
systems. 

 Student Profile Booklets 
 
At the start of the program, a Student Learning Profile is completed to gather a 
baseline of skills. This information can be used to develop IEP goals and to 
drive instruction. Curricular goal in the following categories are included: 

 Receptive Language 
 Expressive Language 
 Functional Routines 
 Pre-Academic Skills 
 Play & Social Interaction Skills 
 Spontaneous Language (Level 2) 

 
Skills that are taught in one-on-one discrete trial and pivotal response training 
sessions are practiced and generalized in daily functional routines as part of the 
program. Improvements in the areas of Communication, Social Interaction, 
Academics, and General Life Skills can be achieved with The STAR Program. 
 

Target Population:  
This program was created to teach individuals with autism spectrum disorders 
and other developmental delays.  
 

Discussion:  
• Contact the publisher to receive a free demo DVD. 
• The FACTER Elementary Kit is also available for teaching Middle and 

High School students. FACTER addresses the ability to perform typical 
everyday "routines" while incorporating essential "related skills" for 
living. 
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STARS 
Publisher: Curriculum Associates, Inc. 
Copyright:  2006                             Subject: Reading 
Price: $278.00 (class collection)           Ages: Grades 1-8 
          $6.95 (student books & teacher guides) 
Contact: (800) 225-0248               Website: www.curriculumassociates.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn effective reading strategies to develop decoding and comprehension 
skills.   
 

Program Description:  
This standards-based program delivers: 

• Focused instructional lessons targeting areas of weakness 
• Learning about strategies through direct instruction 
• A focus on and reinforcement of strategies  
• A flexible format to support differentiated instruction 
• Lessons that meet the needs of a diverse student population 
• High-interest reading passages that expose students to a variety of 

nonfiction and fiction genres including science, and social studies articles, 
biographies, legends, myths, folktales, and web pages 

• Multiple choice questions that resemble the format of standards-based 
tests 

Each 8 page strategy is presented in four parts (see sample Student Book): 
1. Learn about the strategy. 
2. Check your understanding 
3. Learn more about the strategy 
4. Prepare for a test 

A scaffolded step-by-step approach helps students focus on mastery of targeted 
strategies – one at a time. A review lesson is completed after every third 
strategy lesson. 
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This program can be beneficial for all students who need additional support to 
learn effective decoding and comprehension strategies. 
 

Discussion:  
• Student Books include lessons, each covering one strategy (see the 



attached sample Student Book).  
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Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters 
Publisher: Don Johnston Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Reading 
Price:  See Price List                     Ability Level: Grades PK-1 
                                                       Interest Level: Grades 5-12 
Contact: (800) 999-4660                  
Website: http://donjohnston.com/catalog/stflsfrm.htm 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To participate in reading activities and instruction using modified material of 
varying levels. 
To learn literacy skills that will help students learn to read and write. 
 

Program Description:  
Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters, a supplemental reading program, is written 
with a research-based framework so that ALL students can become successful 
readers. The program can be used for reading across the curriculum, reading 
assignments, or as part of independent reading experiences. The materials and 
activities provide authentic literacy experiences that help students gain the 
skills necessary for decoding and comprehension development. Most 
importantly, the materials are supported so that even students with significant 
disabilities can participate in the literacy activities as well. Three text types are 
included to meet the needs of various learners:  

 Enrichment Text: Intended to be read to beginning readers to develop 
oral language and background knowledge. 

 Transitional Text: Intended to be read WITH beginning readers to 
support simple word-reading strategies. 

 Conventional Text: Intended to be read independently by beginning 
readers so they can decode and understand unfamiliar text written at 
their level. 

Two readability ranges are supported by Start-to-Finish books: GOLD for 2nd 
to 3rd grade readability and BLUE for 4th to 5th grade readability.  
 
Each Start-to-Finish series includes computer-based books, paperback books, 
audio books on CD, and reference guides. Literacy Starter Titles include 
Sports, Plants, Early Settlers, Life Skills, Deserts, Mark Twain, Continents & 
Countries, and Insects. For a complete list of titles see the above website. 
Vocabulary Cards for each book are available to provide additional support 
practice. Text and graphics from the stories can be installed into 



Write:OutLoud e Text (Don Johnston product), Pictures folders, and 
BuildAbility Images folders for use in follow-up activities. This allows for the 
format of the text to be altered to better meet the needs of specific students. For 
example, font can be enlarged, background colors can be changed, or text can 
be broken down into smaller segments.  
 
Book Talk is a component of Start-to-Finish that allows communication 
displays to be created so that readers can actively communicate about the book 
they are reading, before, during, and after they read. In this way, even students 
with significant disabilities can participate in literacy activities with their peers.
 
A Teacher’s Guide and a Teacher’s Materials CD include technical information 
on using the computer books and supplemental teacher material, blackline 
masters, and instructional ideas. Additional teacher resources and support 
material is available online. The Intervention Planning Tool allows teachers to 
assess students’ reading skills in the areas of concepts of print, alphabetic 
principle, oral language, and phonological awareness, so that intervention can 
be planned accordingly.  
 

Target Population:  
Beginning readers of all ages and abilities can benefit from Start-to-Finish, 
including adults, English Learners of Other Languages, and Title 1 students. 
 

Discussion:  
• Often students with moderate to severe disabilities are not included in 

literacy experiences or are only exposed to experiences that are limited 
and different from those to which their typical peers are exposed. Start-to-
Finish gives parents and teachers the tools to create supports for their 
students who learn and communicate differently so that they, too, can 
engage in emergent and conventional reading. 

• An ELL Version of this program is available, specifically designed to 
meet the needs of adolescent students who are just beginning to learn 
English language skills. 

• An LD Version of this program is available, specifically designed to meet 
the needs of adolescent students who are acquiring beginning reading 
skills. 
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Stevenson Reading 
Publisher: Stevenson Learning Skills, Inc. 
Copyright: 2002                             Subject: Reading 
Price:  See attached price list         Ages: Grades K-12 
Contact: (800) 343-1211               Website: www.StevensonLearning.com

  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve decoding, encoding, and comprehension skills. 
 

Program Description:  
This reading program integrates mnemonic instruction and creative teaching 
strategies to help students improve their decoding, encoding, and 
comprehension skills. Using visual clues to facilitate memory is a trademark of 
the program in order to make abstract linguistic concepts increasingly concrete 
for learners. Sound-symbol correspondence and linguistic structures are taught 
using a multisensory approach. Because each student possesses an 
individualized learning style, a multitude of teaching strategies are 
implemented to meet the various learning modes. Mental imagery is used to 
facilitate comprehension of printed material, as well as to answer 
comprehension questions.  
 
See the attached samples of mnemonic devices and mental imagery. 
 

Target Population:  
This program has been successful with high-risk, remedial, and/or learning 
disabled students. The program can also meet the needs of individuals who 
have attention deficits, phonological processing problems, memory weakness, 
sequencing confusion, blending difficulty, and organizational problems. Many 
teachers have found the program to be effective as a basal series even for 
students who are on grade level and who do not demonstrate reading 
difficulties.   
 

Discussion:  
• Stevenson employs a mastery approach. Instructors should not move to 

the next lesson until students have achieved mastery on the previous 
lesson.  

• The program promotes a conscious awareness of skills, rather than rote 
memorization.  
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Touchphonics 
Publisher: Educators Publishing Service 
Copyright: 1997-2006                 Subject: Reading 
Price: See attached price list       Ages: Grades K-6 
Contact: (800) 928-6824            Website: www.epsbooks.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn phonics in order to become a more proficient reader and writer 
through visual, auditory, tactile, and kinesthetic means. 
 

Program Description:  
This system offers concrete, manipulative, and multisensory phonics practice 
that addresses phonemic awareness, sound-to-symbol correspondence, and 
sound substitution, segmentation, and blending. It uses 200 color-coded letters, 
letter combinations called “touch-units,” and four 17” x 13” trays. Drills are 
NOT part of the teaching strategies. Teaching sessions include 5 steps: 

1. Build the word 
2. Touch and sound the units 
3. Blend the sounds into a word 
4. Cover and spell the word 
5. Cover and write the word 

 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Students who need a more multisensory approach to master phonics are prime 
candidates for this program. At-risk students, ESOL students, and students with 
learning disabilities can benefit. It can also be used as a supplement for all 
students to practice phonics skills.  
 

Discussion:  
• The program can be used in conjunction with other classroom reading 

programs.  
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Wilson Fundations 
Publisher: Wilson Language Training 
Copyright:  2005                          Subject: Reading 
Price:  See attached price list       Ages: Grades K-3 
Contact: (800) 899-8454              Website: www.fundations.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve phonemic awareness, phonics skills, and spelling skills. 
 

Program Description:  
This supplemental program is based upon the Wilson Reading System 
principles. It is meant to be implemented for preventative intervention, or 
immediate, intensive intervention use. Teachers incorporate a 30-minute daily 
Fundations lesson into their planned classroom lesson. Skills taught are: print 
knowledge, alphabet awareness, phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, 
decoding, vocabulary, fluency, and spelling. Critical thinking, comprehension, 
speaking and listening skills are practiced during Storytime activities.  
 
The following description details the skill content of each level: 
 
Level K: Letter formation using “sky writing”, letter names, letter sounds, 
alphabetic principle, phonemic awareness, reading CVC words, and the 
fundamentals of early reading and writing. 
Level 1: Digraphs, long vowel sounds, two syllable words with short vowels, 
Base words and suffixes, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and continued 
writing instruction. 
Level 2: Review of levels K and 1, more difficult text, spelling words with 
optional spelling patterns, fluent decoding. 
Level 3: Exceptions to the 6 syllables, the “schwa” sound, contractions, 
homophones, and cursive handwriting. 
 
Instruction can be delivered to a large group or to a small group for those 
students who perform in the lowest 30th percentile. Instruction is explicit, 
systematic, cumulative, and scaffolds all previously learned skills. Lessons 
require 30-60 minutes per day. Student progress is monitored regularly.  
 
 
Materials are very teacher-friendly and include a CD-ROM that models 
teaching strategies used in the program. A Home Support Package is available 



to encourage parental involvement. 
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This program can benefit whole class instruction in general education 
classrooms, for students who perform in the lowest 30th percentile, and for 
students with language based learning disabilities.  
 

Discussion:  
• The system is organized, sequential, and structured. It allows students to 

learn using a multisensory approach that allows for repetition of concepts 
and of learning strategies. 
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Wilson Reading System 
Publisher: Wilson Language Training 
Copyright: 2005                            Subject: Reading & Writing 
Price: $150-$450                              Ages: Grades K-12 
Contact:  (800) 899-8454             Website: www.wilsonlanguage.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To build skills in the areas of phonemic segmentation, sound/symbol 
relationships, decoding, encoding, advanced word-analysis, vocabulary 
development, sight word reading instruction, fluency, comprehension with 
visualization, and metacognition. 
 

Program Description:  
Based on the Orton-Gillingham multisensory philosophy and principles, the 
Wilson Reading System (WRS) provides a well organized and cumulative 12-
step program, focusing on teaching students to decode and to spell using a very 
specific sequence of steps (see the attached WRS Lesson Plan). Lessons are 
fast-paced, involving continuous interaction between students and the 
instructor. Lessons typically require 55-90 minutes to complete. 
This system is: 

• Direct: Instruction of concepts is straight forward. 
• Structured: Instruction follows a 12-step guide providing for consistency 

among learning activities. 
• Cumulative: Steps 1-6 teach sound, sound blends, and fundamental 

syllabication rules, creating a solid foundation through repetition and 
review. Steps 7-12 teach sound option, spelling rules, morphological 
principles, and other advanced concepts. 

• A Mulitsensory Experience: Multisensory instruction is provided for 
learning to hear sounds, manipulating color-coded sound, syllable, and 
words cards, performing finger-tapping exercises to assist in phonemic 
awareness, writing dictated words and sentences, reading aloud, and 
paraphrasing selections they read, and which are read to them.  

• Integrated: The program is organized to include only concepts currently 
being taught or previously taught. 

 
See the attached sample lesson. 
 
 
 



Target Population:  
Originally designed for students with dyslexia, the Wilson Reading System can 
help all students who read below grade level. Remedial, at-risk, ESOL, special 
needs, adult students, and all those who have not been successful with 
traditional teaching methods and who require multisensory language instruction 
to learn phonics can also benefit.   
 

Discussion:  
• The system is organized, sequential, and structured. It allows students to 

learn using a multisensory approach that is becomes routine and that 
allows for repetition of concepts and of learning strategies. 

• There are two models of implementation for this program. The 
intervention model incorporates the use of small group instruction taught 
by either a remedial reading teacher or general education teacher for four 
or five days a week during regular school hours. The intensive model 
provides those students who have been diagnosed with a language 
learning disability with tutoring or small group instruction provided by a 
Wilson certified instructor.  

• Instruction is best implemented in one-on-one or small group settings.  
• Implementers of the program can include teachers and other trained 

professionals, such as Speech and Language Pathologists and tutors. 
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Distar Arithmetic 
Publisher: Science Research Associates 
Copyright: 1992                             Subject: Mathematics 
Price: $599.94                                Ages: Grades K-3 
Contact: (888) SRA-4543              Website: www.sraonline.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
LEVEL I:  To calculate basic operations of math, simple word problems, greater 
than and lesser than problems, simple picture problems, and to apply ordinal 
counting. 
LEVEL II: To solve column-addition problems involving carrying, 
multiplication, fractions, and negative-number problems. 
 

Program Description:  
Using Direct Instruction, Distar Arithmetic delivers instruction in a very 
structured, systematic manner. Direct Instruction lessons are scripted and 
presented in a lively manner. They are designed to limit teacher talk and to 
maximize opportunities for student response. Students have many opportunities 
to practice correct responses, while teachers praise students for correct responses 
and correct errors immediately before mistakes become habitual. In Distar 
Arithmetic, beginning math skills are broken into sub-skills that are taught one by 
one, sequentially to ensure preparation more complicated tasks. A single strategy 
is applied to a wide range of problems to emphasize thinking and understanding 
rather than memorization. Teachers monitor student performance on critical 
skills every five to ten days using mastery tests. 
 

Target Population:  
This program is for all students who need remediation in the area of math. The 
program encourages the development of a self-esteem/concept and attitude 
toward school. 
 

Discussion:  
• A placement test is used for initial assignment of students.  
• The pace of instruction is set accordingly. 
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Every Day Counts Calendar Math 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Company 
Copyright: 2005                              Subject: Mathematics 
Price: $180.00                                 Ages: K-5 
Contact: (800) 289-4490                Website: www.greatsource.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To build students’ math understanding. 
 

Program Description:  
This interactive supplementary program requires 10-15 minutes a day to 
implement. Using materials such as a calendar, calendar accessories, counting 
tape, clocks, a flip chart, and demo coins, Calendar Math helps students to 
understand patterns, develop algebraic thinking, and explore math 
relationships. Math concepts, such as place value, measurement, time, money, 
mental math, geometry, estimation, patterns, functions, graphing, statistics, 
probability, algebra, and problem solving are taught. The program is presented 
in a bulletin board manner during large or small group instruction. Students 
interact with the materials and practice every day math skills in small 
increments. The concepts are presented over the course of a school year, rather 
than in one unit. Classroom discussion is at the heart of the program, 
encouraging students to engage in discussion about how numbers work, the 
many ways to approach a problem, and the various explanations individuals 
can give for the same way of working out a problem. The Teacher’s Guide 
offers suggestions for how the bulletin board materials should be set up each 
month, descriptions of the concepts to be taught, and activities for the month. 
An Ongoing Assessment booklet is provided in the kit to ensure continuous 
assessment of students’ comprehension of concepts and skills learned.  
  
See the attached monthly sample. 
 

Target Population:  
Students in general education classrooms, as well as those with special needs 
would benefit from Calendar Math due to its highly visual and interactive 
nature.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion:  
• Lessons are typically carried out in large or small group settings. If a 

student requires additional support, they can learn and practice the skills 
in a one-on-one setting to prepare for small or large group instruction. 

• Every Day Counts Algebra Readiness is available for students in Grades 6 
and up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 

 



























 

Life Skills Math Revised 
Publisher: Pearson AGS Globe 
Copyright:  2006                            Subject: Mathematics 
Price: $44.99 individual text          Reading Level: Grades 3-4 
          $524.99 class set                  Interest Level: Grades 6-12  
          See website for complete pricelist 
Contact:  (800) 328-2560               Website: www.agsglobe.com  
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn math skills needed for independent living. 
 

Program Description:  
This program focuses on practicing math skills in real-life situations for 
students who have basic computational skills but need practice in applying 
these skills. Topics include: counting calories, home improvement, using math 
in sports, games of chance, adjusting recipes, math and crafts, fractions in the 
home, spending money, earning money, traveling, watching the clock, baseball 
statistics, using percent, working with interest, insurance, lawn care, and using 
energy. Three areas of application – Career Connection, In the Community, and 
At Home - help students relate the curriculum content to real-life situations.  
 
See the attached sample and complete list of Contents. 
 

Target Population:  
The program is helpful for students learning in middle and high school special 
education programs, who read below grade level. Students who are English 
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) can benefit from this curriculum as well.
 

Discussion:  
• This program aligns with state and national standards. 
• Skill Track Software is available so educators and parents can track 

student progress. 
• Concepts are clearly taught using student-friendly text and motivating 

introductions. 
• Comprehension is strengthened through practice and lesson 

reinforcement. 
• Practice includes calculator use. 
• A Teacher’s Resource Library on CD-ROM is available for additional 

activities and reproducibles. 
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Math Exercises for Non-Readers  
Publisher: Mayer-Johnson Co. 
Copyright: 2005                             Subject: Mathematics 
Price: $24.00                                 Ages: Grades K-12 
Contact:  (800) 588-4548              Website: www.mayer-johnson.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn basic math skills so that job training, community training, and life 
skills education prove less complicated when students are ready for transition 
from the more sheltered school settings to community living. 
 

Program Description:  
This book approaches math instruction in a fun and creative way, using Picture 
Communication Symbols in all of its math activities. Worksheets and activities 
are designed to teach basic math skills, while the goal is to teach job training, 
community training, and life skills. The worksheets that contain a small amount 
of information on each page are structured to encourage learning and to improve 
generalization. Concepts covered are number recognition, number matching, 
calculator skills, basic counting, adding and subtracting, and grocery math.  

 

Target Population:  
This program can help students who read at the emergent and beginning levels 
to accomplish math skills necessary for independent living.  
 
 

Discussion:  
• The program helps teachers identify skills that should be targeted when 

teaching students who do not read and who study independent living 
skills.  

• The program offers a scope and sequence for teaching skills. 
• A Math Exercises for Non-Readers CD-ROM is available. The Macintosh 

or Windows compatible CD offers exercises, worksheets and over 100 
printable dot-to-dot activities that teach basic math skills in real-life 
situations.  
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Math-U-See 
Publisher: Math-U-See, Inc. 
Copyright: 2004                              Subject: Mathematics 
Price: See Pricelist                          Ages: PK – College Level 
Contact: (888) 854-MATH            Website: www.mathusee.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To produce confident problem solvers. 
To teach students their math facts, rules, and formulas, and to use this 
knowledge in real life applications. 
 

Program Description:  
This curriculum uses a 4-step approach: 

1. Prepare the lesson 
2. Present the new topic to students 
3. Practice for the student to acquire mastery 
4. Proceed after the student demonstrates mastery 

 
The lessons presented in this curriculum include a multi-sensory approach, 
while using a variety of educational tools. All lessons require manipulatives, 
including lessons for older students. Lessons are self-paced and vary in length, 
depending on the needs of the individual student. Each lesson includes a 
cumulative review of material. When lessons are presented, a “Build, Write, 
Say” Approach is followed: 

 Build: Demonstrates how to use the manipulative to solve a 
problem. 

 Write: Show the problems on paper as you build them, step-by-
step. 

 Say: Explain the “why” and “what” of the math you are doing. 
(Modifications for students with special needs might be 
necessary in this part of the lesson.) 

In this manner, mastery is demonstrated by having the student teach the 
material back to you. When completing worksheets, for example, the goal is to 
teach back what was learned. 
 
Each lesson is presented to the teacher on a DVD or video that is designed to 
“teach teachers”. Students can also view the video. Online supports are 
available, such as an online placement exam, additional work and activities, 
and chat groups.  



 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Students who are struggling in math, who have autism, who are deaf, blind, or 
have a learning disability can benefit from Math-U-See. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• This curriculum involves using memorization as a learning technique but 

it also stresses learning the concepts that are critical to problem solving. 
• Each lesson includes tests, which can be used as assessment tools.  
• The DVDs or videos can be a useful tool for students with ASD, as they 

present concepts in a “visual” manner that is helpful. Students who have 
experienced success with “video modeling” may benefit from viewing the 
lessons in the same manner. 

• This program was created by a parent who home-schooled his children 
and wanted a more comprehensive and effective curriculum to teach them 
math. 

• The creators of Math-U-See encourage prospective buyers to contact 
them to discuss individual needs. The program can be purchased at no-
risk. 
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Moving with Math 
Publisher: Math Teachers Press, Inc 
Copyright:  2006                            Subject: Mathematics  
Price:  See the attached pricelist    Ages: Grades PK-12 
Contact: (800) 852-2435                Website: www.movingwithmath.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To complete sequenced activities using manipulatives, to move from concrete 
to transitional to symbolic & abstract learning. 
 

Program Description:  
This curriculum can be used as a complete program or to replace units of 
instruction in a traditional math curriculum. The complete curriculum includes 
Number Sense related skills: sorting, patterning, shapes, numbers, 
measurement, addition, subtraction, fractions, graphing, time, and money. 
Manipulatives play a large role in introducing each objective. Manipulatives 
and illustrations support visual thinking, to promote learning in a concrete 
context to an abstract context. Problem solving skills are developed with real 
world problems and practice with problem solving strategies. Math vocabulary 
and reasoning is developed as the student describes their discoveries orally and 
in writing. The Teacher’s Resource Manual includes “lightly” scripted lesson 
plans. A consistent lesson plan format, based on research, provides 
introductory activities, lessons, and follow-up activities. The teacher manual 
includes connections the teacher can make to literature, science, art, health, and 
music. Over 170 references to popular nursery rhymes and children’s literature 
make learning math imaginative and fun. In this way, math is integrated 
throughout the curriculum.  
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Students in general education, as well as special education, classrooms, 
including students with learning disabilities, developmental disabilities, or who 
are at-risk or second language learners can benefit from this hands-on 
approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion:  
• A typical lesson is typically 50-60 minutes in length. 
• This program includes Pre-tests to place each student at the appropriate 

level. Post-Tests measure progress in mastering objectives. Maintenance 
tests help students to retain essential math skills and improve 
achievement on standardized tests. 

• Training videos workshops are available for professional development. 
• The program includes Parent Handbooks that are sent home with students 

to ensure generalization outside of school. See the attached sample. 
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On Cloud Nine Math 
Publisher: Gander Publishing 
Copyright: 2003                              Subject: Mathematics 
Price:  $299.95                                Ages: 5 years old – Adult 
Manual $39.95 
Contact:  (800) 554-1819                Website: www.lindamood-bell.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To integrate and consciously apply imagery to the cognitive process of 
computing and conceptualizing mathematical principles. 
 

Program Description:  
This program helps students to become familiar with using concrete 
manipulatives and directs them to consciously transfer the concrete to the 
abstract, using imagery. Students then attach language to the imagery and apply 
these concepts to computation. Individuals using this program develop the 
sensory-cognitive processing needed to understand and use the logic of 
mathematics. The program uses three basic steps to develop mathematical 
reasoning and computation: 

1. Manipulatives are used to experience the concrete concepts of math. 
2. Imagery and language are used to further concretize those concepts.  
3. The imagery is applied to problem solving. 

The following is a description of a simple activity. A student is asked to view a 
written numeral, and then it is taken away. The student must count the 
“number” of cubes that represent the numeral. The student sees, says, and writes 
the number in the air. The goal is for the student to immediately create an image 
of the formation of that number and its value. The process continues with using 
the number line, first as a concrete manipulative, then as a mental image. 

 

Target Population:  
All students, including those who have severe learning disabilities, as well as 
those who are gifted, can benefit from this program.  
 

Discussion:  
• The program includes various manipulatives such as cubes, number lines, 

flash cards, and additional materials to practice skills related to addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions and decimals. 
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Saxon Math 
Publisher: Saxon Publishers 
Copyright: 2002-2006                    Subject: Mathematics 
Price: $832.00                                Ages: Grades K-12 
Contact:  (800) 284-7019               Website: www.saxonpublishers.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn math concepts and to demonstrate their application. 
 

Program Description:  
The Saxon Math program divides concepts into small, easily grasped pieces of 
information called increments. A new increment is presented each day, and 
students work on only a few problems relating to the new increment. Topics are 
covered logically, using a multisensory approach, and new material is combined 
with previously learned information to build on what the student has already 
learned. Homework consists of practice problems involving concepts previously 
introduced. Every assignment and test is a cumulative review of all material 
learned. Topics covered range from orally counting forward and backward to 
trigonometry and SAT/ACT skills. 
 

Target Population:  
All students who benefit from systematic presentation of learning opportunities 
would benefit from the program, including at-risk students.  
 

Discussion:  
• Saxon placement tests and guides are to be used only to assist teachers in 

initial placement of their students. 
• Saxon Math materials are available in Spanish. 
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Semple Math 
Publisher: Semple Math Inc. 
Copyright:  2003                             Subject: Mathematics 
Price: See attached pricelist           Ages: Grades K-Adults 
Contact: (888) 868-6284                Website: www.stevensonsemple.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn basic math skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Semple Math involves a special sequence of mnemonic teaching strategies that 
enable the student to commit basic facts to memory and to develop a concrete 
understanding of abstract concepts that make up the Base 10 number system. 
Skills related to memory, sequencing, discrimination, organization, attention, 
language, direction, and spatial relationships are addressed. The teaching 
activities in Semple Math include carefully designed dialogues that lead students 
through a detailed task analysis of each skill. All students start at Level one and 
proceed through to Level Four. 

 
Level One – basic math facts (contains a “Special Problems” section for 

students with learning disabilities)  
Level Two – subtraction facts 
Level Three – multiplication facts 
Level Four – division, fractions, percents, and linear measurement 
 

Each level contains a review of the previous level. The teaching activities include 
experiential stories, familiar images, mnemonic associations, music, rhythm, and 
rhyme. 
 
See the attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
Semple Math can help students with various learning difficulties. Any students 
who have had difficulty mastering math facts can benefit from the program. 
Teachers have reported success when using this program with their students with 
autism. 
 
 
 
 



Discussion:  
• This program is designed to meet the math needs of individuals of all 

ages. Activities are designed to be modified for all ability levels and ages. 
The Teacher’s Manual offers such recommendations.  
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TouchMath 
Publisher: The Math Forum 
Copyright: 2000-2006                    Subject: Mathematics 
Price:    See pricelist                       Ages: Grades K- 12 
Contact: (800) 888-9191                Website: www.touchmath.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To teach basic number concepts, addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division. 
 

Program Description:  
TouchMath is a multisensory approach to teaching math. TouchMath integrates 
digits 1 through 9 with a corresponding number of “Touchpoints” placed on the 
numbers. Students physically touch each point in a logical pattern as they count 
aloud, providing natural, repetitive, and multisensory reinforcement of their 
newly acquired number recognition skills. Numbers 1 through 5 use single 
Touchpoints, or dots. Numbers 6 through 9 use double Touchpoints symbolized 
by a dot inside a circle. Once students know the location of the Touchpoints by 
rote, the Touchpoints are faded or removed to allow for less instrusive support. 
Students then simply touch the location on the number where the Touchpoints 
would have been. The TouchMath method simplifies and clarifies all areas of 
computation, develops left/right directionality, reduces number reversals, 
reinforces number values, eliminates guesswork, and helps to develop positive 
self-image. TouchMath is effective for all three learning styles, as it 
incorporates tactile, auditory, and visual strategies. 
 
See attached samples. 
 

Target Population:  
This strategy can be beneficial to students in special education classrooms, 
Chapter 1 programs, general education classrooms, and home learning 
environments. Students with autism have had success with the program 
because of its multisensory (dominantly visual) nature. 
 

Discussion:  
• This strategy is meant to supplement an existing classroom curriculum 

and complements the manipulative approach. 
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SOFTWARE 



 

The Amazing Writing Machine 
Publisher: Broderbund 
Copyright: 1995                             Subject: Writing 
Price: Must call for details             Ages: Grades 1-5 
Contact: (888) 242-6747                Website: www.riverdeep.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To familiarize and assist students with the writing process. 
 

Program Description:  
The Amazing Writing Machine helps students navigate the five-step writing 
process from idea generation through editing and publishing. The program 
offers different levels of assistance that encourage students of all abilities to 
create 5 different types of products - stories, journals, essays, poems, and 
letters. Students can create a product completely on their own or they can 
choose from a template that provides prompts for text and/or illustration 
creation. Through the use of thematic writing ideas, Kid Pix® paint tools, spell 
check tools, a rhyming dictionary, and a thesaurus, students have fun using this 
interactive tool to develop their writing skills. Text to speech capabilities help 
reinforce the connection between the written word and spoken language, as 
well as provide feedback to students.  
 

Target Population:  
All students can benefit from using this software, especially those with learning 
disabilities, language delays, and those who are reluctant writers.  
 

Discussion:  
• The network version allows teachers to assign and track projects, as 

well as to include specific instructions for each student. 
• A Teacher Resource Binder includes lesson plans, resource lists, 

tutorials, technical tips, and additional writing activities. 
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Attainment Company, Inc. 
Publisher: Attainment Company, Inc. 
Copyright:  2005-2007                 Subject: All 
Price: See Below                          Ages: PK - Adult 
Contact: (800) 327-4269              Website: www.attainmentcompany.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve academic, social, vocational, and life skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Attainment Company, Inc. software focuses on age-appropriate programs to 
teach a variety of skills. Each program uses motivating illustrations to present 
basic concepts that are appropriate for both young and older students.  
Programs deliver instruction with auditory directions. Reinforcement is either 
through animations and sounds or speech. Academic programs such as 
WordWise and Show Me Spelling allow the user to choose the format that offers 
the best support for each student based upon his or her performance. For 
example, in Show Me Spelling, the student has the opportunity to have hints 
given letter by letter or to view the correctly spelled word in its entirety. These 
programs also quiz the students and save their scores for easy data tracking and 
progress monitoring. 
 
Examples of programs include: 
 
Math 
Basic Coins: Learn basic skills with computer coins…………………………… $59.00 
Dollars and Cents: (Includes 3 programs) First Money (identify money names and 
values), Spending Money (user goes to the stores to purchase items on a list), Making 
Change (most advanced, user is a store clerk)…………………………………………….$99.00 
Show Me Math: Addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division practice for students 
who do not understand the connection between procedures and concepts. Each math 
problem is shown with an animated movie. No numbers over twenty……….…………$99.00

 
 



 
Number Station: Complete number patterns counting by ones, two’s, five’s, and ten’s. 
Student progresses to completing patterns using addition & subtraction………..……$99.00
 
Literacy 
WordWise: Pictures, text, and speech to teach functional literacy. English and Spanish 
available. Students can record own pronunciation of words and compare it to the 
computer’s pronunciation. Pre-determined word lists are available or the user can create 
his or her own word lists……………………………………………………………………..$99.00 
Looking for Words: Vocabulary enrichment software. User explores different “places” 
and learns associated vocabulary words. Vocabulary lists may also be created and the 
student has to figure out where those words would be found. For example, the word 
“lamp” would be found in the living room………………………………………………..$99.00 
Stories and More: Talking books with activities that introduce character, setting, and 
plot, while enhancing reading comprehension skills…………………………………….$99.00 
Show Me Spelling: Gives struggling readers success in spelling. Each of 600 spelling 
words has speech and a picture that correspond to it. Instruction and quiz modes 
available……………………………………………………………………………………….$129.00
 

 
Life Skills 
Community Success: Shows step-by-step illustrations of what to do in multiple 
community activities. Examples and non-examples are given…………………………$189.00 

 
 



Personal Success: Step-by-step instructions for 53 activities which include topics such 
as personal hygiene, clothing care, dressing, etc. Printouts allow the student to practice 
activities at home………………………………………………………………………  …..$129.00 
Social Skills at School: Video-based software addressing five challenging social 
situations encountered at school. Children in the video are aged 5-7 years…………$79.00 
 
Work Skills 
Computers at Work: Teaches user computer skills for the work setting such as data 
entry and order processing. Different levels of complexity challenge the user as he or she 
progresses……………………………………………………………………………………..$169.00
 

 
  
 

Target Population:  
The Attainment Company creates software for individuals with varying 
exceptionalities from elementary school through adulthood. 
 

Discussion:  
• Software programs can be purchased individually or in software 

bundles. 
• Most programs can be used with a touch screen and/or single switch. 
• The speech that is paired with the software might seem robotic-

sounding and unnatural. 
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Blooming Kids Software 
Publisher: Blooming Kids Software, LLC 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Adaptive skills, Reading, & Math 
Price: $14.00-$16.00                      Ages: 2-8  
Contact: (914) 713-4440                Website: www.bloomingkids.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To learn how to use and control the mouse. 
To learn and practice listening, identifying, and labeling skills. 
To improve academic skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Research-based and best practices for teaching children with special needs 
were used in creating the programs offered by Blooming Kids Software. A 
majority of the programs offered focus on improving the students’ skills in 
listening, identifying, and labeling while practicing shapes, colors, letters, 
categorizing, actions, body parts, foods, numbers, letters, emotions, daily 
routines, prepositions, and more. Other programs assist in acquiring early skills 
such as using the mouse, to more advanced skills such as writing sentences and 
understanding prepositions. Each program has sub-programs that offer different 
levels of learning or practicing through an alternate presentation mode. 
Prompting is built into each of the programs to ensure success and correct 
responses are reinforced with animations and sounds. Therapists, parents, and 
teachers can monitor progress and make data-driven decisions by using the 
built-in rating system that tracks the students’ performance. 
 

 
 



 

Target Population:  
Students with Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorder, and learning 
disabilities have had success with Blooming Kids software. 
 

Discussion:  
• Blooming Kids Software will customize any program to fit the needs 

of individual children.  
• Program CDs can either be shipped to the buyer or installed online. 
• Discounts are given when more than 5 programs are purchased. 
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Co: Writer 
Publisher: Don Johnston, Inc.  
Copyright: 2007                             Subject: Writing 
Price: $325.00                                Ages: 5-Adult 
Contact: (800) 999-4660               Website: www.donjohnston.com 

  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve the quality of students’ writing.  
 

Program Description:  
Co: Writer is a word prediction software program that assists struggling writers 
with word choice and spelling. When the student types a letter, several words 
appear in a menu that may be words the student is preparing to use. The student 
can click on their word of choice and it will be inserted into the sentence they 
were typing. After a few words are typed, Co: Writer provides words that 
would commonly appear next in the sentence. The Linguistic Word 
Prediction™ intelligence helps reduce phonetic spelling, “flat” writing, lack of 
detail, and incoherence. Used in conjunction with a word processing program, 
the student types a sentence in the Co: Writer window and, when complete, the 
sentence is transferred to the word processor.  
 
The program can be used with beginning writers and provides sufficient 
support to allow them to experience success in their writing. As students grow 
as writers, the supports can be adjusted or removed so that the students write 
with an increasing level of independence. Students learn to use more 
descriptive words and expand their vocabulary through the use of eWordBank 
and Linguistic Revision.  
 
The user has the option of choosing beginning to advanced dictionaries 
including Topic Dictionaries that encourage students to use content specific 
words and Genre Dictionaries that assist students with words that are specific 
to a writing style (compare and contrast, persuasion, etc…). 
 



             
 
 

Target Population:  
All students can benefit from this software.  
 

Discussion:  
• Co: Writer uses research-based strategies to help students gain 

confidence in their writing. 
• The program is easy-to-use by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources compiled from original publication materials by UM-NSU CARD Staff 
 



 

Discrete Trial Trainer 
Publisher: Accelerations Educational Software 
Copyright: 2005                            Subject: Independent Functioning & Academics 
Price: $99.00-$249.00                   Ages: 2-9 years developmentally 
Contact: (803) 233-0541              Website: www.dttrainer.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve adaptive skills. 
To teach pre-academic and academic skills. 
 

Program Description:  
The Discrete Trial Trainer (DT Trainer) offers programs that cover a broad 
scope of skills from over 130 content areas, including matching, counting, 
phonics, word recognition, ‘WH’ questions, color identification, counting 
money, and survival words. Tasks are broken down in order to accommodate 
all learners who require varying levels of support. The overall format of the 
program was established to foster individualized learning for the individual. 
The DT Trainer is configured to allow programming to be tailored to specific 
students. There is a collection of reinforcers from which to choose, or users 
may add their own reinforcers to further motivate the students. Data collection 
is automatic and user-friendly. Teacher and parents can quickly view the data 
in order to identify both strengths and weaknesses and develop a plan of action 
based upon the student’s progress. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Target Population:  
This program was created for children with autism. However, children with 
other moderate to severe learning disabilities may benefit from the program as 
well. Typically developing children can also learn from this software. 
 

Discussion:  
• Pre- and post-tests are included in all DT Trainer programs.  
• This program is compatible with a mouse, touch screen, double switch, 

and single switch. 
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Inspiration 
Publisher: Inspiration, Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Writing & Organizational Skills
Price:  Starts at $69.00                   Ages: Grades 6-12 
Contact: (800) 877-4292               Website: www.inspiration.com  
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve students’ ability to plan, research, organize, and write about 
information leading to a better understanding of concepts across the 
curriculum. 
 

Program Description:  
Inspiration assists students in organizing information and making connections 
between ideas. The program integrates diagram and outline views of concepts 
to create graphic organizers that can then be developed into a written product.  
Ideas can be represented by choosing a symbol from the Symbol Collection 
and/or by inserting a multimedia file. Web resources are available, allowing 
access to over 1 million symbols. Students can then link the ideas together and 
add words for clarification. When the student is ready to put the project into 
writing, Inspiration assists in the writing process by bridging the visual 
representations with the outline and the written product. A Word Guide is 
available to help students expand their vocabulary and select words with more 
accuracy. An automatic Spell Checker immediately identifies misspelled 
words. Finished projects can be transferred to a word processor or converted 
into a website by using the Site Skeleton export tool. Inspiration includes over 
120 templates for language arts, social studies, science, planning, and thinking 
skills. 
 

 
 
 



Target Population:  
Inspiration was designed to be used by students of all ability levels in grades 6-
12.  
 

Discussion:  
• Kidspiration and InspirData are additional programs that have been 

created. See their descriptions in this manual. 
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InspirData 
Publisher: Inspiration, Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                            Subject: Math, Science, & Social Studies 
Price:  Starts at $79.00                  Ages: Grades 4-12 
Contact: (800) 877-4292              Website: www.inspiration.com  
  
Learning Objectives: 
To increase student’s ability to collect, record, and analyze data across the 
math, science, and social studies curriculum. 
 

Program Description:  
InspirData provides a visual representation of the connections between data 
collection, analysis, and critical thinking skills. The program has an innovative 
Time Series animation that shows changes in data by putting it into motion. 
This animation component can foster critical thinking skills as the students 
learn to identify trends and make predictions for the future. In addition, 
students can easily create their own sets of data and explore different modes of 
representation. For example, students can explore the effectiveness of graphing 
by plotting data in several different types of graphs. Included in InspirData are 
over 50 databases that connect social studies, science, and math through data 
collection and analysis. For example, the students may collect data on the 
gender, length, and weight of alligators, enter the data into the program, 
analyze the data, and draw conclusions or make predictions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Target Population:  
This software was designed for students of all ability levels,  in grades 4-12.   
 

Discussion:  
• Included activities and questions allow students to acquire and practice 

reasoning skills. 
• The program allows students to quickly change between the data 

collection view and the data analysis view in order to see the 
connection between the two. 
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IntelliTools Classroom Suite 
Publisher: Cambium Learning 
Copyright:  2006                            Subject: All Areas of K-8 Curriculum 
Price: Starts at $299.95                  Ages: Grades PK-8 
Contact: (800) 899-6687               Website: www.intellitools.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To assist students who are struggling with concepts in reading, math, and 
writing. 
 

Program Description:  
Classroom Suite includes three of the most popular IntelliTools programs, 
IntelliPics Studio 3, IntelliMathics 3, and IntelliTalk 3. All programs provide a 
learning format with multiple means of representation and engagement. The 
use of colors, larger text, auditory input, and animation keep students engaged 
and motivated. Students are given the opportunity to access the curriculum at 
their own pace and receive feedback on their performance. Teachers are able to 
monitor each student’s progress through the programs’ tracking system. Class 
lists can be arranged with appropriate activities assigned separately to each 
student. 
 
 
 
IntelliPics Studio 3: This program allows students to draw, paint, 
and create storybooks. Older students can create presentations that 
incorporate graphics, text, sounds, music, animation, and movies. 
Teachers can customize activities and toolbars in order to 
individualize instruction for each student. 
 
IntelliMathics 3: This program allows student to use manipulatives (base ten blocks, 
tangrams, geoboards, etc...) on the computer to practice and understand mathematical 
concepts with verbal and written feedback. Teachers can customize included templates or 
create their own activities for students. 
 
IntelliTalk 3: This word processing program allows struggling readers and writers to 
combine text, pictures, and speech to create a multi-sensory writing product. Templates are 
included, however, teachers can create their own activities as well. 
 
 
 
 
 



Target Population:  
All students, including those with cognitive and physical disabilities, will find 
this software engaging and useful. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• Programs cannot be purchased separately. 
• Lessons can be projected onto a whiteboard so the whole class can 

participate. 
• Classroom Suite is compatible with a standard mouse, keyboard, an 

IntelliKeys keyboard, and/or a switch. 
• A Teacher’s Guide is available. 
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Kidspiration 
Publisher: Inspiration, Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                           Subject: Reading & Writing 
Price:  Starts at $69.00                 Ages: Grades K-5 
Contact: (800) 877-4292             Website: www.inspiration.com  
  
Learning Objectives: 
To develop early literacy skills in young learners.  
To increase comprehension and writing skills. 
 

Program Description:  
PLEASE SEE THE DESCRIPTION OF INSPIRATION SOFTWARE IN THIS 
MANUAL. 
 
Similar to Inspiration, Kidspiration motivates and engages younger students by 
using pictures, text, and spoken language. Younger students can use the 
SuperGrouper shapes to categorize items and ideas into graphic organizers. 
They can draw a visual representation of their thoughts using Symbol Maker 
and Picture View and practice vocabulary and comprehension when 
pictures/symbols they select to use are paired with words. Students learn how 
to organize their ideas for effective writing. The journey to a written product 
continues as the graphic organizer is transferred into the Writing View and can 
be edited. Although Kidspiration has 75 ready-made templates in reading, 
writing, social stories, science, and math, teachers can create individualized 
templates and activities. 
   

                                      
 
 



Target Population:  
All students in grades K-5 can benefit from the practice and strategies offered 
by Kidspiration. 
 

Discussion:  
• Teachers have the ability to control aspects and features of the program 

to increase student success and independence. 
• Projects that are close to completion can be transferred to a word 

processor to be finalized. 
• This software can be used with interactive whiteboards, a Palm OS, 

and a Pocket PC. 
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Kurzweil 3000 
Publisher: Cambium Learning 
Copyright: 2006                              Subject: Reading & Writing 
Price: $395.00-$2695.00                Ages: Grade 1 - Adult 
Contact: (800) 894-5374                Website: www.kurzweiledu.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To increase reading speed and comprehension skills. 
To increase independence in learning and studying. 
 

Program Description:  
Kurzweil 3000 assists learners who need additional support to access 
curriculum and activities whether they are electronic, printed, or on the web. 
Teachers can scan documents into Kurzweil 3000 and allow students to 
complete a pencil & paper task on the computer. A toolbar can be arranged by 
the teacher for each individual student and/or assignment. If tests are scanned 
into the program, students can respond on the computer regardless of test type 
(true-false, multiple choice, fill-in the blanks, etc...). Because Kurzweil has 
synthetic speech capabilities, students can have questions read to them without 
the teacher having to do it. The speech component also assists students in their 
writing by speaking each letter or word as the student types. In addition to the 
auditory supports, Kurzweil offers visual supports such as underlining 
misspelled words. Study skills can be practiced by using tools that allow 
students to highlight text while reading, make notes, and circle relevant parts of 
the text.     
 

Target Population:  
Individuals who require additional learning supports, including English 
Language Learners and students with learning disabilities or ADHD, can 
benefit from this software. 
 

Discussion:  
• Three different Kurzweil products are available and can be mixed and 

matched. 
• Products can be purchased individually or as network editions. 
• New Remote License-to-Go ™ allows for the use of Kurzweil program 

on laptop computers. 
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Laureate Learning Systems - Autism Package 
Publisher: Laureate Learning Systems 
Copyright: 2006                                   Subject: Language Skills 
Price: See Below                                  Ages: Specific to program 
Contact: (800) 562-6801                      Website: www.LaureateLearning.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To acquire language and writing skills across the language developmental 
stages, including basic communication using proper grammar.  
 

Program Description:  
Laureate Learning Systems offers several different software programs to target 
a variety of skills. Laureate has two software bundles (Level 1 and Level 2) 
created specifically for students with autism. The programs in each level are 
described below. 
 
Level 1 
Creature Chorus: For developmental level of 6 months and up. Animated characters 
help students practice visual tracking, discrete pointing, and to understand cause and 
effect.  
 
First Words, First Words II, First Verbs: Highly-structured instruction for 
vocabulary development. Each program has 50 words in total which are presented five at 
a time in developmental order. User is presented with one or two pictures and asked to 
identify the targeted one. Each program has five levels of learning. 
 
The Exploring Early Vocabulary Series: Includes Exploring First Words, Exploring 
First Words II, and Exploring First Verbs. These programs are an extension of the 
previously discussed “First…” series in that they teach vocabulary in context instead of in 
isolation. For example, a full-screen barnyard scene would be used to teach animal 
names. 
 
The Talking Series: Includes Talking Nouns I and Talking Nouns II. These programs 
are intended to encourage expressive language development. Students choose a picture 
and the computer provides auditory feedback using the word in a complete sentence. 
Talking Verbs, also included in this series, allows the user to see the verb “come to life” 
when selected. 
 
First Categories: This program uses 60 common nouns to teach six categories - 
animals, foods, body parts, clothing, furniture, and vehicles. There are training activities, 
tests, and supplemental activities included in this software. 
 



Simple Sentence Structure: Addresses the importance of subject-verb-object word 
order. Students are presented with two similar pictures, are given a complete sentence 
describing one of them, and are asked to choose the correct picture. For example, “The 
bear is riding the lion.” or “The lion is riding the bear.” and “The mom is holding the 
baby.” or “The mom is washing the baby.” Listening comprehension and discrimination 
skills are also strengthened with this program. 
  
Talk Time with Tucker: This program reinforces verbalizations. The voice-activated 
character, Tucker, moves and talks as students vocalize into the microphone. There are 
five settings that place Tucker in different adventures that keep students engaged and 
encourage their verbalizations. This voice recognition program recognizes a broad range 
of input - exact speech input is not required. 
Level I Package Price: $1,650.00 
 
Level II 
Nouns & Sounds: Intended to increase auditory awareness and listening skills. Different 
activities include asking the student to match a word with a realistic photograph (the 
number of pictures on the screen depends on the difficulty level), matching a sound with a 
picture (for example, student hears a dog barking and has to click on a dog), and clicking 
on a picture to hear the sound associated with it. Some activities build in a delay between 
hearing the sound and seeing the pictures in order to strengthen short-term memory skills. 
 
Tiger’s Tale: This program encourages speech production and practice with language 
structure by asking students to add their own voices to an animated movie. Students are 
told that Tiger has lost his voice and they must speak for him. Students are asked questions 
for each scene and record their answers. When finished, the student can play the movie in 
its entirety and hear his or her voice speaking for Tiger.  
 
LanguageLinks™: Students learn about syntax through six modules that address a 
range of language levels from the two-word development stage through the more complex 
syntax and grammar rules. The modules address possessives, pronouns, negation, present 
progressive tense, past tense, reflexive nouns, present passive tense, etc… 
 
Following Directions Series: Includes Following Directions™: One and Two Level 
Commands and Following Directions™: Left and Right. Animation, clay modeling, 3-D 
characters, and video imaging are used to help students learn to follow directions. Spatial 
relations, as well as directional terms, are addressed. In Following Directions™: Left and 
Right, students practice the concept of left and right from different points of view. For 
example, left and right in relation to the student as opposed to left and right in relation to 
the speaker. 
 
Swim, Swam, Swum: Over 200 irregular verbs are taught through four training 
activities that include animations, multiple-choice mode (where the verbs/sentences are 
read aloud to the user), and spelling tasks. Verbs can be grouped by age of acquisition or 



linguistic category. Teachers can adjust level of difficulty, speech/text options, response 
time, and background animation used for reinforcement. 
 
Adjectives and Opposites: A circus setting and related characters engage and 
encourage students while introducing adjectives and opposites. Seven activities teach 
students more than 115 vocabulary words and 26 pairs of opposites. A range of activities 
accommodates most learners. Students can explore and/or identify adjectives and 
opposites in a two-picture format or interact with a full-screen graphic. The teacher can 
individualize instruction by adjusting some of settings and presentation choices. 
 
Words & Concepts: Vocabulary, language comprehension, and understanding word 
relationships are enhanced through each of the three levels of Words & Concepts (I, II, 
and III). Word associations, same and different, word functions, vocabulary, and concept 
development are addressed across the three programs in the Words & Concepts Series. 
This program is beneficial for both children and adults with disabilities. 
 
The CONCENTRATE! Series: Includes CONCENTRATE! on Words & Concepts I & 
II. These programs offer additional practice with the vocabulary presented in the Words 
and Concepts Series. Vocabulary, categorization, word association, and word 
identification by function are reinforced in a game format. 
Level II Package Price: $2,272.00 
 

Target Population:  
This software can be helpful to individuals with developmental disabilities 
including autism spectrum disorders, speech and language delays, reading 
disabilities, and visual impairment.  
 

Discussion: 
• Programs can be purchased individually. 
• Most programs have Optimized Intervention® technology that probes the 

user in order to determine the appropriate place to begin teaching. 
• The website offers assistance in choosing the correct programming for 

each user. 
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Let’s Go Read: An Ocean Adventure 
Publisher: Riverdeep 
Copyright:  1997                             Subject: Reading 
Price: $69.95                                  Ages: Grades K-1 
Contact: (888) 242-6747  x3516    Website: www.riverdeep.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve decoding and reading comprehension skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Let’s Go Read provides lessons in both phonics and whole language to create a 
balanced approach to reading instruction. If microphone and playback abilities 
are available, the student can practice sight words by saying words into the 
microphone and receiving immediate feedback. Other activities include sorting 
words by vowel sounds and sound blending, sounding out new words, learning 
new vocabulary and sight words, and building reading comprehension skills 
through practice. Students are reinforced for correct responses through silly 
animations and hearing target words used in funny sentences. There are 125 
lessons included and nine books in this program. 
 

 
 

Target Population:  
Beginning readers can benefit from this software.  
 

Discussion:  
• Record and playback features are not required for all aspects of Let’s Go 

Read. However, use of the record and playback feature allows for 
immediate feedback for students’ word recognition and pronunciation. 

• Macintosh users must use the Apple PlainTalk Microphone with Let’s Go 
Read. If another brand of microphone is used, an adapter will be 
necessary. 

• Let’s Go Read allows for Universal Access, including TouchWindow and 
Single Switch compatibility. 
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Millie’s Math House 
Publisher: Riverdeep 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Early Math Skills 
Price: 79.95                                    Ages: Grades PK-2  
Contact: (888) 242-6747               Website: www.riverdeep.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To acquire early math skills such as number concepts, patterning, sequencing, 
etc… 
 

Program Description:  
Math instruction is made fun, with Millie’s Math House’s games and inviting 
characters. Students can explore fundamental math concepts such as comparing 
sizes, matching shapes, identifying and labeling shapes, and patterning. In 
addition, Millie’s Math House teaches how to recognize and read numbers, 
read number sentences, and provides practice with addition and subtraction 
facts. Some activities include using shapes to build a Mouse House, adding 
silly eyes, wagging tails, and other animated body parts to a bug to make 
counting fun, shoe shopping fun to learn about sizes, decorating cookies, and 
learning the sequence in making a snack for one of the characters. Fun sounds 
and animation make learning fun and engaging.  
 

 
 

Target Population:  
This software can be helpful to students with special needs who need to learn 
emergent math skills. 
 

Discussion:  
• This software is TouchWindow and Single-Switch compatible. 
• Users can record their own sound effects to add to the program. 
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Social Skill Builder 
Publisher: Social Skill Builder 
Copyright: 2001-2005                    Subject: Social and Pragmatic Skills 
Price: $79.95-$89.95                      Ages: 5-18  
Contact: (866) 278-1452                Website: www.socialskillbuilder.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To acquire social skills necessary to participate in various social interactions. 
 

Program Description:  
This computer program utilizes interactive video clips to model real-life social 
situations, such as attending birthday parties and “hanging out” with friends at 
school. By viewing the video clips, students learn the unwritten rules of social 
interactions and communication, such as “personal space” and speech volume. 
Questions and activities follow each video clip with animated reinforcement. 
Each program has different levels that allow the instruction to be tailored to the 
student’s needs and abilities. Data-tracking allows teachers to monitor student 
progress.   
 

 
 

Target Population:  
Individuals, including those with an autism spectrum disorder, desiring to 
improve their understanding of social skills can gain invaluable insight from 
this software.  
 

Discussion: 
• The teacher, therapist, or parent can use ready-made lesson plans or may 

modify the lessons in order to address specific skills. 
• The program includes 5 separate CD-ROMs that represent different 

scenarios. 
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Soliloquy Reading Assistant 
Publisher: Soliloquy Learning, Inc. 
Copyright: 2006                             Subject: Reading Fluency 
Price: $229.00                                Ages: Grade 1 - Adult 
Contact: (877) 235-6036               Website: www.soliloquylearning.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To improve oral reading fluency. 
 

Program Description:  
Soliloquy Reading Assistant v4 enables students to read into a microphone and 
receive feedback on their fluency skills. The program allows independent 
fluency practice by using speech recognition technology to “listen” while the 
student reads. When a student is challenged by a word, Soliloquy guides the 
student through the text by providing audio and visual support. To address 
comprehension, a quiz is presented at the end of each reading selection. 
The program aides the teacher and student in progress monitoring by supplying 
a list of words that challenged the student in each lesson. A separate 
application, The Soliloquy Assistant Administration Tool, allows for the set-up 
of user names and passwords and manages program settings. 
The Soliloquy Assistant Administration Tool is automatically installed with 
Soliloquy Reading Assistant and does not require separate installation.  
 
 

 
 
 

Target Population:  
All students can benefit from this reading fluency practice. 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion:  
• The individual version of Soliloquy Reading Assistant (purchase price 

$229) includes noise reduction headphones and one Reading 
Selections Anthology of the buyer’s choice. 

• Different reading/grade levels are addressed by the Anthologies 
thereby allowing the program to grow with the student. 

• Additional Reading Selections Anthologies can be purchased for 
$59.00-$99.00. See the website for options. 
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Sound It Out Land 
Publisher: 99V Phonics Reading & Writing 
Copyright: 2004-2006                   Subject: Reading 
Price: $39.95                                 Ages: 3-6  
Contact: (800) 998-8864              Website: http://99v.store.yahoo.net 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To acquire and apply basic phonics skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Sound It Out Land uses music and games to teach students basic phonics skills, 
phonemic awareness, and reading skills. The program has 12 lessons beginning 
with letter sounds and progresses systematically to word recognition and then 
reading sentences. Each lesson incorporates song and video into instruction and 
a reading game reinforces the skill addressed in the lesson. The program is 
divided into three levels, each with four sections. Characters, such as Sing-
Along Sam, Vowel Owl, Reading Robot, and Tucan Read engage and motivate 
students as they complete the lessons in each level. All words are taught in the 
context of reading and pictures for each word or sentence are presented to 
support student learning. Specific rules, such as “silent ‘e’”, are taught and 
emphasized through captivating tunes that help students remember and apply 
the rules in practice. Reinforcement is available through arcade-style games 
and becoming a member of Sing-Along Sam’s Hall of Fame. Student tracking 
is accessible to teachers and student progress reports can be printed out to help 
teachers monitor progress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Target Population:  
Emergent readers, individuals with autism, learning disabilities, and other 
special needs can benefit from this software. 
 

Discussion:  
• Lesson plans and word lists are included for teachers. 
• A Sound It Out Land video and DVD are available to support learning. 
• The CD-ROM plays music on any music CD player. 
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TeachTown: Basics 
Publisher: Teach Town, Inc  
Copyright:  2001-2006                   Subject: Early Academic, Adaptive Skills 
Price: $59.95/mo. subscription      Ages: 2-7 (developmental) 
Contact: (800) 644-7811                Website: www.teachtown.com 
  
Learning Objectives:  
To improve skills in the areas of reading, math, socialization, and self-help, and 
independent functioning.  
 

Program Description:  
TeachTown Basics is a research-based program that uses the principles of 
Applied Behavior Analysis and Pivotal Response Training and teaches skills in 
several domains. TeachTown uses errorless teaching methods to teach skills, 
gradually introduces distractors, and uses prompt fading techniques to 
challenge the student as he or she progresses. Mastery of skills is maintained 
through repeated practice of skills that are interspersed throughout the new 
material. The curriculum is individually determined by an Artificial 
Intelligence engine that adjusts the learning materials and pace based upon 
student performance. Students receive reinforcement through animation and 
sounds. The reinforcement, however, can be disabled for students who 
experience sensitivity to this type of stimulation. The program fosters a 
collaborative approach to teaching by allowing the parents and therapists 
access to the child’s progress and communication boards. Progress monitoring 
is made easy with TeachTown’s built-in data tracking system. 
 

 



 
 

Target Population:  
Children with an autism spectrum disorder or other special needs can benefit 
from this program. The program was designed for individuals who function at 
the developmental ages of 2-7 years old. 
 

Discussion:  
• Use of this program requires a monthly subscription. 
• Multiple therapists/tutors can access the progress of the child and 

coordinate lessons through the internet. 
• Off-line activities are available. 
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Team Up with Timo  
Publisher: Animated Speech Corporation (ASC) 
Copyright:  2005-2006                   Subject: Language & Literacy 
Price: $99.00                                  Ages: Grades PK-4  
Contact: (800) 701-9025                Website: www.animatedspeech.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To increase students’ language, communication, social, and literacy skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Team Up with Timo offers two programs. The first focuses on vocabulary 
while the other focuses on story/reading comprehension. Both software 
programs use Timo, an animated tutor, to make speech “visible”, to assist 
students through the lessons, and to provide feedback.  
 
Team Up with Timo: Vocabulary - This program provides a useful and 
effective way to pre-teach vocabulary to students who require more time and 
support while language learning. The program includes over 600 vocabulary 
words from the classroom and home and range from easy to more difficult (for 
example, “duckling” and “epidermis”). Specific to this program, students can 
record their pronunciation of a word, play it back, and compare it to Timo’s 
pronunciation for immediate feedback. Team Up with Timo creates a safe 
environment for students to practice and improve their speech and use of new 
words. Teachers can adjust the options for each student (including hearing the 
word, seeing the word, spelling the word, etc…) for each of the more than 127 
lessons. Reinforcements can also be customized to meet individual needs. 
 
Team Up with Timo: Stories - The focus of this program is story 
comprehension. There are six stories that have corresponding sets of questions 
that allow for two levels of difficulty. In addition to answering “wh” questions, 
Team Up with Timo also provides practice in listening, retelling stories, and 
vocabulary. The stories are based on narrative-based language intervention 
(NBLI), which combines storytelling with skill-based activities. 
 
Team Up with Timo: Lesson Creator – This program allows teachers and 
parents to create their own vocabulary lessons for the student. The program 
takes the user through the process of lesson creation, step-by-step, in a fully 
supported manner. The Lesson Creator allows for the individualization of 
instruction. 
 



 
 
 

Target Population:  
This software was designed for all students, including those with autism 
spectrum disorders, hearing impairments, developmental delays, and language 
delays. 
 

Discussion:  
• Team Up with Timo: Vocabulary has an “Administration” area that 

allows teachers to create student profiles, collect data on student 
performance, create progress reports, and play back student recordings 
as a way of monitoring progress. 

• Research regarding the use of visible speech and narrative-based 
language intervention is available on the website. 
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Write: OutLoud 
Publisher: Don Johnston, Inc. 
Copyright: 2007                             Subject: Writing 
Price: $99.00                                  Ages: Grades 1-12 
Contact: (800) 999-4660               Website: www.donjohnston.com 
  
Learning Objectives: 
To increase the quality and quantity of student’s written expression. 
To improve editing and revision skills. 
 

Program Description:  
Write: OutLoud is a talking word processor program that improves students’ 
writing skills through purposeful supports. Students engage in the editing and 
revision process with the assistance of tools included in the program. If desired, 
natural sounding speech gives feedback to students by reading aloud their 
writing sample. By hearing the text being read to them, students can assess 
meaning, word choice, grammar, sentence structure, fluency, etc... and make 
revisions if necessary. A dictionary and Homonym Checker assist students in 
word choice and help writers use more details and sophistication in their 
writing. Write: OutLoud encourages independence and organization in the 
writing process and increases the quality of the students’ writing. Data 
collection for Write: OutLoud includes analysis of word count, sentence length, 
number of sentences, and more. Teachers can analyze the progression of their 
students’ writing using data that is recorded and graphed as the students work. 
This information can be used to make instructional decisions.  
 

          



 

Target Population:  
Struggling writers of any age can benefit from this software. 
 
 

Discussion:  
• Progress graphs can be printed to be included in student portfolios. 
• This software allows teachers to review and add comments to student 

work. 
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