Inherent Stigma

A visual history of intellectual disability

A presentation of the history of the lives of persons with intellectual disabilities. This visual history will be told
through the lens of social science (the scientific study of society and human relationships) using images capturing
the people, places and concepts that shaped the foundation for current perceptions about intellectual disability.

Beliefs about heredity or the transmission of genetic characteristics from parents to offspring is well engrained in
society. For persons with intellectual disabilities (and other groups), more than just ‘traits’ are inherited. Historically,
persons with intellectual disabilities were thought to be criminals, morally bankrupt, lazy, or a general menace to
society. The story of intellectual disability (formerly known as mental retardation, feeblemindedness and even
idiocy) brings to light a story about how ‘disability’ was thought to corrupt not only the mind, but the moral spirit.
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If you need a reasonable accommodation to fully participate in this event, please contact cdukes@fau.edu or TTY
Relay Station 1-800-955-8770. Please make your needs known as soon as possible for effective accommodations,
preferably 5 days before this event.
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